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1.

Monday, September 14
The Shadow Strikes

2'1Tw bl O0O~> @UBI OYI Uuw
Detective Jack Tate commented quietly to his
partner, Kimi Arimuro , as he suweyed the
master bedroom of the Robins house. The
fine sheets on the oak bed were rumpled.
Bottles of perfume and trinkets were strewn
POWEPUEUUEawOOwWUT I wOEE:
lamp was toppled on the floor in the corner.
Curled on the floor between the bed and a
window was the main attraction: the body of
1UQET OQw ?2#1 02w 1OEPOUBG w 1
appeared to be a distinguished man of
perhaps fifty with dark skin and silvering
temples. The left side of his face bore two
bruises and a dee laceration. An anguished
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wince was frozen on his face. His teeth were
clenched and his hands had barely released
his head from their grip.
3T EUzUwPT EQwUOTT wi EC(
PEUBww' T wbkbl OUwOUUUO? w)
reviewed the text and audio briefs on his
handheld digital D -vice, which allowed him
UOWEEETI UUWwEwWOaAaUDPEEwWOI w
central, global network.
2800w UT OUOGEWT EYhg thd UO
PDOUI UYDI b Ueponded. D O¥du can
x Ul Ul OEwaduUz Ul wUUDOOWE w
Jack scoffed Being a detective allowed
him to exercise his problem solving skills and
become involved in the situation in a way that
he had not been able to doin his earlier years
as a journalist. He left the technical aspects of
EUDPOI wUEI Ol wbOYI UUDT EUE
think you candoyour OUOUDPUEEQwOOP
Kimi retrieved a flat multiscanning
wand from its carrying case. Methodically,
she skimmed the wand a few centimeters
above the various surfaces and furniture in
the room. The electronic wand -collected
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extensive data about the materials and
substances that passed beneath it, effectively
creating a forensic snapshot of the scene,
forever preserving it for the investigation. As
she scanned the crime scene, a voice from the
wand would occasionally tell her to back up
or re-scan an area or fow down.

Glancing again around the room, Jack
asked,? # O1 U O z00nudoit & témind you
of that movie where Kesha Arnold and Chris
Uruba Pl Ul wOOEOI EwbOwUT | DU
forget the name of it, but it came out around
| YKI 02

? ( U wvld Point ISEOEwDb UwbEUuW
Kimi replied without taking her eyes off her
work. ?PExcept this room has more tan in it,
andUT 1 Ul aflightor® 6 w

Jack preferred not to wait the half hour
that it would take for Kimi to finish her scan,
so he wandered downstairs to the living
UOOOBw w#1 OzUwbPbi 1l Ow %l a
sobbing a little, cuddling and comforting their
two small children. She was a Hispanic lady
who appeared to be ten years younger than
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her husband, sporting a professional suit and
authentic gem jewelry. Her brother, Anthony
Garza, held a compress to a bleeding wound
on the corner of his mouth as he sat at the
guest bar. Garza was of immediate interest to
Jack.

? UlwaObUwUl EEawUOuw I
UUOEUI OI OUOw , UBw &EUAEY 2
grabbed a barstool. After Garza nodded, Jack
prepared his D-vice to record the video and
audio of the statement.

2(wUpPl EUw( wEPEOZ UwOO(«
| POO? wWw&EUAEWEI T EOOW@UD
Ul EOOawObPOl Ew#l Odww( zEu
had to. Itwas justthathel OB x x1 EwOUUG

P(w Ol T EwUOOwWw OO606Pw I Ob
EEOUUO? w) EEOQOWUEDPES

SEUAEWUOOOWEWET | xwEUI
17:30. Del, Fey, the kids and | were having a
happy, normal supper in the dining room.
Donavan, their oldest, was griping that he had
a headache, ad Del got really mad at him.
Then, he got mad at Fey because the spaghetti
PEUOZ UWOEET wUPT T UOWEU U w
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makes it. It was like he was getting mad at
1 YI UaUl pOT wEOEwWI Y1 UAaEOE
I DOJ »
? OEwUiT T Oy?2 w) EEOWEUOI
? 31 E Uz Uhe ot dedyuweird. He
was looking out the windows, and started
UEabDOTl wli BOT UwODPOI Ow?3I1
UT 1T Owl il Owll n-»
2617 OwPEUWI T Ul y-°
SEUAEwWUT UUTTIT ESww? ( wk
got up and looked outside. | even went out
and looked for footprints, but there was
nobody there. Then, he ran upstairs to the
bedroom and slammed the door. Fey decided
| should check on him, so | went up and there
he was with his back against the wall. He
UEPEOQws+1 EYI wOl wEOOOI nu
again who he was talking about, but he
attacked me. 1 told him he was crazy and to
TTOwWOI T wOl OWEUUOwWIT 1T wpOUO
times and grabbed my throat like he wanted
UOwWET 601 wol 62
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&SEUAEwWxXxEUUI ESww' PUuwl
had to defend myself somehow. It was like he
had the strength of a gang. | grabbed a light
from the dresser and whacked him with it a
few timesé ( wUPT EUwDUOwpPEWOZ U
| PUUUOwWPUWEPEOzUwWIT EYI wWE
more times, he let go of me and fell into the
corner. Then he grabbed his head and started
screaming. | stood there for a few minutes
UOUPOwW!I I waUPIT Ul EwWEOPOWE
what else to do. It was then that | saw that he
PEUOz OwEUI EUT POT OwUOw( w!

After getting more de tails, Jack decided
that Anthony Garza had contributed his full
story. Once Kimi came back downstairs as
Feyz U w O Gattilel to wake the two kids to
stay with her. Jack proceeded to question
, UUBw10EPOVUBww2T 1 wEIl UE
descent into rage ard fear in similar terms as
Anthony had.

2 T WOOOEWUUwOOUwUOwWO
I DPOO? wUT I WUEPEWEUWUT | wE
table.

2#1 O0O0OUyY 2 w) EEOQwUI x1 EC
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2(z70wUOUUAO0? w%l awUIT x (
he used that word. | was projecting my own
i11 0p0OT UGB~

26 T FWEOwa OUlwoi EQYy 2 w* b

2(WEPEOzUwUI OOwEDOaOOI
(WEPEOzZUwbPEOUWUOWUEEUIT w
P(wil OUWEOwIiI YPOwWwUI EEOP
house during supper. It was the most
xOb1 Ul UOOwWOOUUwWI YPOwxUI
wasOz OWUOWEEEwWDOwWUT T wi EG
but it, or they, or whatever, seemed to be
lurking in the EPODPOT wUOOO0Bd ww (7
Catholic of the family, and | inherited my
OEOEZUWEEDPOPUawUOwWUI OUI
Del always thought | was out of my min d,
and tonight, | was hoping that he could finally
feel something that was real and take me
seriousyOwUOw( wWEPEOz UwUE & w
Pl OUwUxUUEDPUUOWEOEwW( WwEE
Fey paused to compose herself Anthony
knelt next to her and held her hand as she
completed her formal statement.

Eventually, the medical examiner
arrived and removed the body. Jack parted
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company with the family by telling them that
if they thought of any thing else, they could
call him directly. After making concluding
comments on their D-vices, Jack and Kimi
headed out into the mild September evening.
20DxxPDOT wxEUOwWUT T wol EPE
toward their own transport, Kimi said to Jack,
2(U0UzU0wUUPOOwi EUOadww" O
house for a while? Remember my husband,
1PEOy ww' I wOEOI UwEOEa&aDBOT
UOOI wOUT T UwUDOI 62
) EEOZUwWEUUI OUPOOWUUE!
lone, dirty -blonde haired woman lingering on
the sidewalk. She was in her middle twenties,
wearing running apparel that accented her
toned legs and tight, athletic curves. She,
along with a small crowd of onlookers, was
peering intently at the medical examiner as he
I OPUUI Ew#]l Owl10EPOUZ WEOE
- OUPEPOT wil UwxEUUOI U
OxxOUDPUI wUI R Ow 4 B4 HawidE D E
T OEET UUOwWEUUwW( z OOwWET DwU
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2(7z0w NOUOw ET UPT 1 Ow 1
Ul xOPl Edww? (zOwdOOUWUUEU
The two detectives climbed into their
vehicle with Jack behind the controls. As he
x UOOI EwEPEaAwW!I UOOwWUT T wEC
do you think about what the wife said in
UTTUIl yww EOUUOwWUT T wl YPOw
2800wOo0O0PwWUT EQwPPUOIT |
Of wi 661 AawUlT POT UO» w*POPwW
2(wpbOOEI Uwbl EVUWEEUUI |
UOEx62 w) EEQOWUEDPEdww?. 1T C
Ol YI Uwi POEwWOUUSB 9
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2.

Tuesday, September 15
The Shadow in Question

Jack sat at his desk the ftowing
afternoon. The imposing figure loomed large
on the display ol w ) E E Ogitkdi B-@o®.0
317 1 wi PHudéeWbrs,Udeep red skin tone,
EOQOEwxOPOUI EWUEDOwWOI hdU w C
the identity of this figure.

28 O0UWEUTT OwOOUwOI EEOI
OOUwWUOBEI UUUEOEOwW, UBw3EU
POWEQuwI ROUI 01 SawoOObphpwUI T
another victim, and unless you wish to be the
next, | suggest you consecrate yourself by
defiling a sexy young virgin n, ?

Managing the slightest of grins, Jack
UEPEOwW? ( UwOT T Ul wEGawxUU
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3T T w#l YPOZUwWwYODPET wET
easy, Tate. How could | maintain my status
as unofficial departO1 OUwil UOOUPUOw
do somethingto taunt you? A demon hunt?
"O01 woOOb »
P(WEPEOzUwUEawEOAUI b
[ UOUO?2w) EEOQwUI xOPI EwUOuU
#DYDPUDPOOw#1 Ul EUPYIT w Ulw
EEOUUwW OEUUw OPTT UzUwW B
included a recommendation that the
EI xEUUOI OUwi 66060PwUxwbO
feeling a supernatural presence as it pertains
to the case resolution. | made no claims of its
YEOPEDUAaG?
3T T w#l YPOzUwIi OGUOw 00O
form of a middle -aged, mustachioed man as
#1 OEOCEDI wUI YI EOI Ewl PUwWU
UT 1T wYybUT DOOwWUT T Oy 2
?2&0DB&I Ow UUO?2 w ) EEQuw
PDxl Ew#l OEOEDPI ZzUwbPOET I w
good-humored call had come just as Jack had
been about to make a more important call.
?2&1 UwOl w# E O & 06ammanhted BEEDO 2 w
-11-



Shadow of Turning

vice. Momentarily, the image of an elderly
man appeared.

?2) EEOOw! OPwWEUI waoUy-~
i OUl OUPEwWUI ET OPEPEOOWIT U
you got my message about the results of the
10EPOUWEDPT PUEOWEUUOxUay:

?2(w EPEOwWw EUUwW a0l ED
1 OUT UUPEUUDPEG?
UT T wOl EUUB 2 wdusewérad gréphick O O
depicting UT T wl REOPOEUDOOwWUOuU
EPUxOEadww?. OwUT 1T wi OOEuU
determine very conclusively that Rundel
Robins did not die of blows to the head. Our
digital analysis, with a thorough simulation,
demonstrated that none of the injuries to his
head were life-threatening. They were all
superficial. | had worse injuries when playing
EOOOI T 1T wi OEOI ad-»

? ' b U w E-id-Gw Will ié del ighted to
I TEUwUT EVUO? w) EEOQOWUEDPEJ w
UO0wkPbBUT y-»

3T E0wOl EYT UwUUwmpUT |
assistant and | ae still unclear about a cause
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Of WET EUT 62 ww' 1 wUUOOOOI E
EUOUUwWUI EUPDOOW Oi w10EBO
yellow colored EUT EUd ww? 31T 1 Ul wE
Pl wi OUOEwWEI I PEDPI OEPI Uwb
process oxygen. That might be consistent
with cellular breakdown associated with
certain neurotoxins, but we found no
neurotoxins in his system. Maybe he was
demon possessed & Ul UWE O OB »

?2%OUwWEUExzZUwWUEOI 62 w)
He was going to get no breaks from the
readers of his witness report.

Danyl said, ? ( WEOOz UwEI OPI VY
but | do know that when he died, the subject
was in severe emotional trauma. We found
evidence of heightened blood pressure, burst
capillaries, an enormous excess of adrenalin,
and a swollen amygdala region. Plus, he was
sweating like crazy. If your witnesses are
correct, the medical evidence suggests that
this guy was insane with terror at the ti me of
his death. His signs are comparable to torture
YPEUPOUwW (zVY]l w Ul EEw EEOI
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journals who thought they were about to be
EUOUOI EWEODYI 62
26 0Pdww/ OOUwWT Uad ww( z°
fear is the most powerful motivator. He
assaulted his brother-in-OEPw OY 1 UO PT E
he was afraid of. And his wife said she felt
something, too, like an evil shadow. Two
x| Ox Ol wgdOz 0wl OwdOUUUWE U
#EQaOwUT UUTTTEBwWwW? (7«
Regulations require that | get the Department
of Health and Safety in on this. As soon as we
can officially clear Anthony Garza of any
charges, DPD should end its involvement in
Uil DUB »
None too sognJack thought to himself.
This is beginning to freak out even me.
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3.

Monday, September 21
The Shadow Returns

Jack was enjoying the quiet ride on the
motor carriage that was transporting him
toward home after a rather mundane shift.
He popped a small, light blue tablet into his
mouth. This gremlin, a legalized designer
drug, would give him a short mental boost.
Before it had time to dissolve completely, the
artificial personality of a young man dressed
in an old-fashioned police uniform came up
on his D-vice.

281 UOw3l Ey2w) EEOQwUI x
personality just like it was a real person
screening his calls, even though it was
nothing more than an interactive user
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interface that mimicked human
communication. As Ted was his designated
personality from work, he was not used to
hearing from him after hours.

31 E wUE BJe Gey Rgbmsl She says
DUz Uwl ROUUI O SawluUlTi OUB -~

Jack approved the call from Fey as Ted
EPUExx]I EUIl EGw w #1 Ow 10E
crouched in what appeared to be a corner of
her house. She was having considerable
difficulty steadying her image on her portable
D-vice.

261 EUzZUw PUOOT Ow , UUB L
asked.

2800w UO0EW Ol w(wEOUO
began, speaking in short, muted breaths.
2800wPkPlI Ul wUOTT wdbdOawbOI
311 azUl wWEEEONR?

261 Oz UWEEEOQOY ?

P31 T wil YPOwUxPUDPUUNR w &
Health and Safety cleared the kids and me to
go back home yesterday night. About ten
minutes ago, the evil spirits came back!
/ O1T EUT wi 1 OxwOl nw?
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) EEOw EUOI EOQuw 7iedE Yo w
physically harm you? Do you need me to call
EOWEOEUOEOEI y2 ww' 1 wi EE w
two standard questions from his police
training to a potential supernatural enemy.

?2- OOwEUUwW (W EEOwW I 1 EL
" PDUUDPOT wET EPOUUWPEOOUB U
Jack heard her reciting something that
sounded like Latin as she shrieked a few
times.

?2 &1 Uw OU Uhou€el right how wand
UUEAawOOWEwUxOUwOOwWUT T wU
) EEOQOwBDOUUUUEUTI Ewi 1 UG wuw -
x EUUOTI UwOYIl UwupT i UwEPEa
soon as | can. You caught me on the motor
EEUUPET 1 82

While Fey was still on the display, he
summoOl Ew* DPOPd ww? ( wdOl I Ewa
UOw%l awl OEPOUZz wi OUUIT wx U

P6EDUWEWOPOUUI O2 w* DO
here that the Robins investigation was turned
over to the Department of Health and Safety
Ul Ul |l wuEEAUWET 08~
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2(wWwUOEIT UUUEOGE wUTIEIUDU L
onscreen now and says that the demons are
back. We need to get someone down there
with a m ultiscanner right away 0 ?

?2- 0w TEOI UOw ) EEOPI 02
280Uz Ul wUEODPOT wUT PUwUOGC
I UOUI UUB 2

Jack looked on as Fey stumbled through
her house on a roundabout course to the front
EOOUB ww? ( woOl I xwUl 600D OT w
ghost or a demon or whatever. The point is,
the last time she felt that was a precursor to
ITUwiT UUEEOEzZUw EaDPOT 62 w
some embarrassment that his canmotion was
attracting the attention of t he other passengers
on the carriaged ww? ( wi EYT wOOwWDE"
OOOWEUUwW(zO0wbOOUOwWT OPOT w
/ Ol EUIl wEUOxwblT E0waodUzUI
UT 1T Ul wOOPBww(zO0O0wNOPOwWa
arideoveUwUT T Ul 82

*POPwWUOOOI Ewl T Uwl al Uc

wx EVUUIl ww?. T OWEOUDPT T UO
EDT wxOUOwoOi wi OOGEUI owlT 60U
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Kimi terminated the conversation, but
Jack continued to monitor Fey, who was
teetering restlessly but silently in the cool
evening breeze outside her house. When Jack
was able to transfer onto a motor carriage
ITEETI Ewi OUw%l azU0wll T T E
research. He found that Health and Safety
[ EEw POUx1 EUIl Ew Ul 1T w T OU
surfaces, and food, but found nothing out of
the ordinary. Kimi had transferred the raw
data from her room and body scans to them as
well; their sole comment on which was,
211 EI DBYI EGw w - OUI DOT w U1
allowed back in the next day, though they
recommended that her children stay with
their grandmother until the inspection had
come to a full close.

It took nearly forty -five minutes before
public transit dropped him off four blocks
f UOOwW%l azUwl OUUI Bwwel 1 O
the way, he saw that Fey was leaning against
a tree, watching the windows to the house like
a hawk. After spending a few minutes
discussing with her if she had any injuries or
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had noticed anything else unusual, he said,
2(z0wl OPOT WOOWNODPOw#I1 Ul
Out of the corner of his eye, Jack saw a
sporty, forest green two -seater rolling past the
house on the street. It vaguely reminded him
of the classic turbo import that his high school
arch-nemesis had owned until he sold it to
pay off a drug debit.
Jack entered the house to find Kimi on
her hands and knees between he dining room
and kitchen, barely keeping herself from
keeling over. Her scanning wand was on the
floor a meter away from her.
Without looking up, she said in a haze,
?2) EEOPI yww3EOTI wOl wOUUOwWoO
Jack plucked her up and assisted her in
exiting the building. Once they were on the
 UOOUwWPEOOPEAOW) EEOQOWEUO
61 EQwi Exxi O] Ey»
After taking a few breaths, Kimi asked,
6 EUWEPEW( WwOEOI waOUuw x|
| OUWEOODOT wl i Ul y-2
?2 %O0EUI y 2
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- A~ ~ .

off the hook. 1 did a scan of the whole house.
Everything was going great. Then, | went
back to do a deeper scan of the dining room,
because that was where Fey said the most
commotion was coming from. Halfway
through my second scan there, | felt dizzy and
on edge, especially when | was standing right
behind the chair where Del was sitting when
[T wUOExx1 EB 2
2. OQuwl ET1y-~
2(w Ol xUw DPOET POPOT w
EOOUPOUI Edww?2" OOEwT EOQE |
Circles and triangles were floating around. |
Ul DPOOw( wUEUI EOI EwOOET 62
? 2 O Qike you were hallucinating
xUl UUAWEEEO? w) EEOWEOOOI
P(wUil OUTTUOw(wbPEUWEEDO®D
did, or that | was already dead. Everything
became distorted and | started losing control
of my body. In Cancun, years ago, |
essentially drowned, and it f elt like that again.
| was pinned down flat on the floor and |
EOQOUOEOzUwWwOOYI wwoel 1 Owacd
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a0UwbpbPl Ul OzOwEwWT EOQOUEDO
EOQOUOEwWI I EUwWOI 62

2611 Ow( wi OUOEwaodbUOwa
| EOEVUWEOCEwWOOI 1 UwbOUUI EE
definitely EPUOUDI OUI Edww( z Ow
EOQOw EOEUOEOEI O2w ) EEOQuw UE
summoned one from law enforcement
1 01Ul i OEawEPT PUEOWEUUDU
DUz UwUOxUI EPEUEEOI 6~

Once Jackdetermined that Kimi had no
discernable injuries, the detectives joined Fey,
UT OUTT w Uil awETUITEW OO
experiences with her. Soon, a medical unit
arrived and applied cursory tests to Kimi, Fey,
and, to his protest, Jack. The two women
were formally referred to the hospital for
additional tests.

Kimi decided to ride to the hospital with
Fey while Jack agreed to take the police
vehicle back to the police garage. Eager to put
Ul T wi vYI OPOT zUwI YI OUUWEI
shower, Jack pulled the vehicle away from the
10EPOUZz wi OUUT dww Uwl 1 wk
green two-seater passed by him going the
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other direction. Almost by force of habit, Jack
glanced at the driver, whom he was then able
to identify with complete certainty.
Calling Kimi on an audio channel, he
UEPEOwW? &UI UUwpkT Oz UWEEE O
?(wEEézUwTUHM®mhMMmm
OPOEzZUwUT OUB 2
?(UzUwUIiwDEUUDOUwTOE
2371 1T wOOT wi UOOWOEUUWUE
28I xdww3T PUwUDPOI Ow Ul
EITDOEwWUT T wbT 11 Owdil wEw
turned the corner at the next intersection to
look inconspicuous.
26T AawEOOz Uwa GUuuE U O wwil 1]
?, EDOOaw EI EEUUI w Ul 1
suspicious activity. | observed her driving by
UT 1T wi OUUT wEwPT POT wET 60w
EawbUOwET EPOS »
P#00z0wOl OwadbluUwbOET
PPUT wadUoOw) EEOPI dww( z Ow!
Jack commanded his DVDET OQw? 11 |
the R-CARS tag on the Albatro SA-9 near my
locale on or near Grape Court. Show me its
Ul TPUUUEUDOOWEOEWEUDYI U
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examine the result of the query. The vehicle
was registered to Poppy Annalique Frainey.
He quickly confirm ed that Frainey was the
current driver and that her address was 9.2
kilometers away from the Robins residence.
? EEwUOI T wYI T PEOI wEOE W/ (
Robins file as of peripheral concern. Hey,
*POPGww UOw%l awbli wUT 1T zU
Albatroin UT T wOl BT T EOUT OOES 2
22T T wUEaAaUwWUT T wgodl Ubz
said after pausing to ask her fellow
EOEUOEOGEI wxEUUI OT 1 UBwuw?
PT EwadUz Ul wUx wUOB 2
22001 OO1 wbl OwWEOGI UGz Uu
IS paying attention both times we get called
down here. ITwaO 0 wUOOwOOOP wWPT &b~
261 wEOOzUw Il EYI wEwWEE
? OUT O0aw&EUAEWPEUWEOI E
Health and Safety is looking into an
environmental cause. What happened to me
POwUT T Ul whEUwWUT UUDI abpOli
ghosts, but there was nobody in there but
Ol 62
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?P+EEwWwbPOUOWEOEwWI OUI OUE
us what, when and where, but not why. Even
if there was no crime committed, maybe this
POOEOWOOOPUWUOOI Ul POT wkE
aid us or Health and Safety6 2

- Oz UwNUUUOwWEUwWT OOEWE
what she knowsJack pondered. He felt no
need to follow his subject closely. Thanks to
the digital R-CARS system in all vehicles in
the civilized world, he could track the location
Ol w , UBw %UEDOI azUw UxI I
anywhere in town. He figured he wo uld wait
for her to go home, wait a polite few minutes,
and pay her a visit.

As it turned out, rather than go directly
home, Ms. Frainey parked in front of a
business block in an upscale neighborhood
three kilometers away. Jack arrived there six
minutes later. He watched from a distance as
his subject stood in the doorway of a busy
restaurant. She popped a gremlin into her
mouth and began pacing a little bit. A minute
later, a group of college-age kids approached
her, starting what appeared to be a cordal
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conversation with her. One of them shook her
hand. Another one had everyone crowd
around her and took several pictures of her.
This is too good to misslack thought. He
pulled out his own D -Vice and started to
record video of this puzzling scene. The
college kids waved goodbye to her and went
into the restaurant without her.

Jack debated with himself about
approaching her. He knew that her residence
would be a better place to speak to her in
private than a restaurant. He was also
becoming slightly enamored of her. At his
distance, he could still make out the outline of
her breasts and hips, not to mention her
shorter but silky -looking brownish gold
tresses. Her strange encounter with the
college kids years younger than her made her
even more intriguing. He played with the
door opener button on his vehicle, still
conflicted about approaching her or not, and
fantasizing about the miniscule potential he
had of winding up in an intimate encounter
with her.
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Before Jack could reach a decision, an
older, balding man in a pressed shirt and tie
came up to her. The man embraced her,
kissed her on the lips, and escorted her into
the establishment. Jack decided he had
missed his opportunity and was not going to
wait who knows how long for her to come
back OUUS ww * DPOPw PEUW UDT |
suspect. He could wait and try again another
EEaAwWET Ul UwUOT 1T uaiekt itiSdary w O
were known. The warrior goddess was
probably immaterial, anyway.
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4.

Tuesday, September 22
The Shadow Gets a Name

) EEOw UEUOw POw *HODPz UL
attentions were focused on the large digital
display, where a youthful man in casual attire
PEUwWUOUUDOT wUOT UOUTT wuobo
said that you had some interesting
DO OUOEUDPOOwWI OUWUUOwW+EOD
been trying to figure out if we should be
UOPODPOT WOUWEUEEDOT wOUUU

2(zYl w ET1 Ow pPOUODPOT u
UUPOOWEOOZ UwOOOP Wi ObPwa o
1Dl OPOwWUI xOPI EwPDPUT WE w x
DUz Uwl @BHddd newsGouypu. The goal
you placed in front of me was to find
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anything anomalous that could possibly be a
EIl OUDPOI OUwUOwUobOl 601 zUw
put it, mental stability. That was the most
EPAEUUI wUl gUTl U0w( wUT OO
timl w(zYl wpbOUOI Ewi OUw2 D!
get a lot more requests for multiscanner
analysis from the medical community than |
EOQwi UOOwWOEDPwWI O BUET 01 60U
Lance fiddled with his notes and called
Ux wEwt # WEPET UEQwWOIT wUT T w
Continuing, he saE Oluh&ve a positive result
UOwUT ECwUIl U1 U Uiakui wdul® E T w
Once the physical data was sorted and |
eyeballed a few frequency graphs, things
UUEUUI EwUOWOEOI wUil OUI 6w
be glad that you chose SiBoTech for this
project, because our focus on the medical and
EIT 1 OPEEOwWPOEUUUUDI Uwl EY
&1 Uw UOw UT 1T wxOPOUO? L
could tell that she was masking her
excitement.
?'EYIl w aOUw I YI Uw T 1 EL
"OO0UOOUY? w+EOET wEUOI Ew0’
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281 UO? w* DOD w O @éak ithe 6 w
Uoul 1 OOUwUUl Ew! UT Ol zUwW™"
EUEDPOuwi | OOUUT ET T wi Ouwobda

3T EUOzZUwWOOT woOi wUOT T WE (
 OUwPUO?» Ww+EOET wUEPES ww?
do medical, because our medical data journals
were able to match the disturbances in this
house you scanned with the disturbances
IT101 UEUI EwWEAwWEwW! UT O1 z 0w

23171 Ul whPEUwWwEwWUUUIT DE
[ OUUIl y2 w* DOPWEUOI EG

?- OOwOOUWEwWUUUT PEEOuWE
I PUwli T EEwl OxI EUPEEOOaG w
most interesting part of my discovery.

1 EPEEOQWExxOPEEUDOOUWI O
microscopic, but what | found was

P6EPUOwW PEPUO? w ) EEOQuw
FOO0Ox 01 Ul OawlOdbUUBwwei EUZ

2+1 Owll wUT ObpwaOdUB ww( u
YDEI 08 2 w + E O Ehisucdmiant, 6the w
EIT Ul EUPYI UzwEDPT PUEOWEDU
what appeared to be a tiny robotic guide
clinching a microscopic pin, suspended above
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UOOI EOEazUwUOPOB ww3iT 1T wi
around in a tight, rapid scribbling motion.

231 1 wUUadUudiuBd s Wk
"OO0UOOOwWkT PET wbUwbOYDUD
?2 w! U701l zUw" OOUOOwHhPUwWELL
beam that can alter its mode and intensity in
response to its molecular surroundings. In
this video, the column is harmless as it passes
through UT 1 wx EUDI O0UzUwUODOO
the nature of the tissue deeper in and shave
off the dangerous necrotic tissue without
I EUODPOT wOT T wi 1 EOQUT awUDU

220wbhbU0zU0woOPOl WEWEOOO
Kimi.

281 &EWw2PDOETl wbUz UwBD O x
right through most objects and only assume a
rigid form when it touches whatever the
operator has conditioned it for. It can be
moded to selectively heat, push, or blast any
OPOEwWOl wWUUEUUEOET WEOE wWDH’

Once Jack nodded his understandng,
*PpOPw EUOI Ew +EOEI Ow ?' €
"OOUOOUWExxOCawbOwodUUwbO
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2(700wU0Ul OOwadUO?» w+EOD
highlighted cylinder about the thickness of a
rain barrel jutting through the diagram of the
I OUUT Bww?3T 1T wxEUUI hhadrai O
DOEPEEUI UwUT ECwEwWT BT EOU
through the house like an arrow through an
ExxOIl 62

? OEwWOOOOWEUwWUT EVUO? w)
goes into the dining room almost straight
UT uUOUT T &6~

261 U0EI Owl1OEDPOUZ wET EE
the sentence.

Lance SDPEOw? ( OWEOOwWUT T wl
these things, there was no mention of any
implementation larger than half a centimeter,
but the results are practically a perfect
OEUETI 6~

) EEQWEUOI Ew+EQEI OQw? (i
UOUET wEwl UOEOOwWPT EOwPOU:

? 317 EUQud tdépend on what the
EOOUOOwWPEUWUTI UwUOWEOO? w
pass harmlessly through them, or it could
target a particular substance or cell type. A
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OOUwOi wUi POT UwWEUT wxOUUD
ITEYT wOOIl wUubxxpOT wlUI UOUT "
) EE Oz Uhis GdcédU 1 First came a

feeling of ecstatic gratification that what had
seemed like a long shot was suddenly making
sense. Then, as he fixed his gaze at his
partner and good friend, it occurred to him

that she had likely been the victim of this
mysterious force. He saw from the frozen

I RxUT UUDPOOwWOT wUT OEOw OO
had made the same realization. Next came

the curious desire to experience for himself a

' UT Ol zUw " O0UOOw xEUUDOI
Forcing himself out of the daydream, Jack
asked LanclOw? " EOQwa OUwWUUEET wl(
EOOUOOY »

2&DYT wOl wEwbkT DOT WEODE L
EOOI wUxw PPUT O2 w +EOET w |
conference call to a close.

Kimi stretched her arms, rose from her
chair, grabbed her coffee cup, and headed
casually down the hall with Jack
accompanying her. When the pair reached
Ul T wi OOEWEEUWEUI EOQw* BDOE
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found out some more about goddess
%UEDOI ad-?

P(WEPEOzUwUI EOPAl w##
UOwYPI PwilT UwbOi OUOEUDOC
ordered an orange juice from a machine.

231 1T AawEPEOzUwWl EYT wUOOC
UOPOI Ew OPUET PI YOUUOAG w 1
x UEOPEwWDP Ol OwOOwl I UB ww2T

221 1 ZUWEwWxUOwi OOUEEOC

?P&OEOQOWOPEOI Ud2ww* DO
coffee and a cinnamon stick from another
machiOl ww? 27T 1 zUwWwUEOUI EwU
season, and scored agamé D OO UwOEUU

31T EV0wiI RxOEPOUwPT awdU
their picture with her. Now that you mention
it, | think | remember seeing her name once or
twice during gamesd ?

2271 1 z Uw E weét Ulkite® éhe wad
out of your league from the start, but | had no
PDEIl Ewl Opwi EUwWOUUG ?

2800w NUUUw PEUET w BUO
wonder why she was so interested in
everything that happened at the Robins
Ul UPEI OEIl 62 ww) EEOwWwUOO0wW
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atthebaUd ww? 21T 1 wODPT T OwET wlk
-1 PUWOUUOT UUWI T DWEwWOOU w:
Kimi sat next to him, taking a whiff of
TTUWEOGITTTdww?2"bPUPaIl Ouw
POEOT OPUOBww?2T 1T zUwUOOwW |
EPEwWUT I wOOOPWUOOI UTl POT w
Jack 1 x OPT EQw ?&O00Ew xOP
, DPOOT UwbpDPOOWPEOUwWOOWUI T
2/ EUEOOO? w31 EOQw) EEOz L
POUI UUUxUI EGww?+EOET w1b
) EEQWEQOUPI Ul EwUT T WEEC
2(zYl wEOUIEEaw T 60w U
a0UO0?» w+EOETl wWUEPESww?! U’
spread out from the source like light waves.
Even though they can be aimed at any angle
or direction, they maintain their original
EPEOI Ul UwOOwWOEUUTI Uwl Obw
ST EBF @w Ui 1 az Ul wEEBEGAI aEzulk
also absolutely straight. | was easily able to
plot out a trajectory for the column that you
scanned. It goes up into the air and grazes the
UOx wOl wUT T PUwdI BT T EOUZU
anything after that until it hits two
skyscrapers downtown. Then it goes clear out
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and hits a mountain in a residential area
EEOUUwiI i U1 1T OwopOOOI Ul U
EQawli EUOT T Ud ww3T 1 Uhomse wO
scan that | can tell you where it originated,
UOI OUUUOBEUI Oadw w (zYIl w |
EOOxOI Ul wOUENI EUOUAWEEU
it yourselvesd ww ( Zz OOw! PYT wa OUw
UT 1T wi OEwOi wUT 1 wWEEaG»

23T EOOUOwW+EOEI O2 w) EEC
STE0OwPDOOWET WwEOOwWiI OUwWO O

Before Jack could finish his juice, Kimi
had crossreferenced the trajectory data onto a
scale model graphic of the region. When
rendered its actual size, the column, only a
meter in diameter, seemed to Jack as thin and
delicate as a spider web against the massive
metropolis and even smaller against the more
massive mountains in the distance. The visual
aid provided Jack with a vivid illustration of
the situation. Jack understood that the line
had been extrapolated from disturbance
Ul EEPOT UwbDOwUT T w1OEDPOUZ
straight line, ripping through buildings as if it
was a gigantic laser.
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23T T Ul ZUwOOwPEawUHeD U
said to Kimi as he zoomed in to view the
10EPOUzwl OUUT Bww3T 1l wob(
UEEOI wWEOOOUUWET EEWOOS8 wu
going to ask Captain Miller if we can quietly
Ul UUOT wOUUw HBOYI UUDPT EUD(
3T TUI zUwOOUIT wi Obnizetsutid@O w |

Il al 62
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S.

Wednesday, September 23
Who Casts the Shadow?

Fey looked like hell. Her neatly
trimmed hair and sharp professional attire
did nothing to detract from the bags under
her eyes. Nine days had passed since her
[ UUEEOE z UuEvér $&nod Bew second
I OEOUOUI UOw' UOEQw " T EUDI
branch, allowed her to stay in a shelter free of
charge. She reclined in the imitation leather
EIT EPUw POw UT 1T w #1 OYI Uw /
private guest lounge. Jack and Kimi sat on
utilitarian modular chairs in front of her.
2(zO0wUdUUVawhi w(wUIl 1 Ou
Ul T wEITUI EUPYTI UBww?2(wlE
bedroom since he died. For that matter, it
1T OU0woPOl w( wli EYI OzUwWEI
-38-



Jeromie Carr & James Dunn

forever and the accommodations that Human
ChariUDPT Uwl EYT wUOUwWUUEOUS w
| EEWEOOOPT EwlOl wUOwWUUEaw
EEOz Uwl OWEEEOQwWUOwOawbdp O
*PDOPwUI xOP1T EOQw? ( Uz Uwli
stay away from your house and away from
anybody you know , especially in light of what
we discoY Ul Ewal UUI UEEa6 »
261 wl EYT wUI EUOOwWUOW E
happened to your husband and you was no
EEEDPEI OUO2w ) EEOQOw EOOUUD
been pointing a nonparticle instrument into
your house. Our researcher tells us that the
beam from this instrument was specifically
EEOPEUEUI EwUOOwhbUI EOQwi EY
21 00wU0T 1T wEl OOOUG6 02 wl
0EUIl wxUOEEEOQOaw Ul OPE
produces as neural pathways disintegrate,
similartonear-E1 EUT wl B x1 UDI OET
P#1 OwOEawl EYT wET 1 OQwl §x O
I OOUT T wi O UWPUWUOWET wi EU
?2' 601 OPWEOUOEwWUI EUwI E x
261 WEOOzUwWwOOOPwWal UO~?
? OEwbl wWEOOzZUwWOOOPwWPIT Ou
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treating this as a violent crime investigation.

The scan Detective Arimuro did indicated that

the focal point of this beam was the side of the
table where Del was sitting. DDI has given us
access to the last five days of his digital
UUEOUEEUDPOOUWUOwWI EUOWEOD
UOUET w bPPUT w#l OzUwl Ox00O
UOUx1T EOUB »

' 1T WPEUwWNUUUOWEWEOUXx O
saE6w w?' 1 wUl YPI Pl EwEOE
documents for a living. He hardly had
contact with anybody other than the
OEOET 1 UUGBG

) EEQOWOOEET ESGww?37T EUZ L
his supervisor and co-p OUOI UUw UEDE ¢
been unable to find anything in his digital
communications or financial records that form
EQawxOEUUDPEOI woOl EEUOWI ¢
called you here. Are you aware of anything
that might make somebody want to harm
I DOy »

2( WEEOZz UwUT POOwWOI wEOa

? UlwadlUwUlUIy2w*bDOb
can think of anything small that we could take
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to DDI to convince them to give us access to
more of his data, we might be able to pursue
something more specifico ?

Fey acknowledged with a timid nod, but
was unable to bring anything to light.

?2# OwaoUlwl EVYItastgpectthdt] E U
a0l0Uwil UUEEOCEWPEUWT EYDO
asked.

? OwEI I EPUyww-1YI Ud wt
UOwUUUx] EVUWEOWET I EPUS ww
Jack showed her a publicity photo of

Poppy Frainey in a Colorado Vortex training
UOPI OUOBww?' EYT waOUwl Y
before?  Maybe just walking down the
sidewalk, or casually talking to your

| UUEEOEY »

%OUEDOT wWEWUOEOOWET UEC
OOUwi PUwUaxT wEODWEOOS wuw(
but | recognize the name from watching
1 EOI UG~

) EEOw EOOUPOUI EOuint6 EL
i OOUEEOOYy ww# PEwl T weUUI O
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P(wl UT V0wl T wobpOl Ewi ¢
anybody else, but he hadOz UwET 1 OQwU Ow
al EUUG »

Ever since Jack first laid eyes on Poppy
Frainey, his intuition told him that she was
UOOT T ObwbOYOOY Itheenuablgdto wi
discern how. He hoped that questioning Fey
EEOUUwW#1 Oz UwbOYOOYI OI OU
some little tidbit of information that would
link his warrior godde ss to the scene.

26 OUCEwWalbUwoOpPOEWOOOO!
he asked Fey as he began to pha the clip he
had captured of Poppy in the restaurant
parking lot.

OUzZUI WEGT w3OOO0?» w* E
quietly.

Jack shushed his partner. As it played,

) EEOw OOUI Ew U1 pOT Uw UT E
Ol OOUaAadww?3TEUZUwWI T UwYI
OUUOw T 1T Uw O EeE yow &vdruseen?it E
around your neighborhood or where Del
POUOI Ey »

Fey shook her head.
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2" EYl waOUwOUuw #1 Qw i Y
restaurant before? Is it in an area that Del
OPT 1T Owi Ul gU1 OUy 2

2(wOoO0O0PwbhPlI T Ul wbUwbUC
E1 1 OQwUT T Ul 62 w%l awUl xObDI

The video played on. The conversation
drifted to discussions of how the Votrex were
EOPOT wUIl PUwUI EUOOwW EOE w
afterlife.

2.1 OwOaw&OENR? w%l awli RBE
EUwUT 1 wOUUET I EWEEEOPEUE
2EUEOw *ExOOUn?>w w27 1T wb
gentleman who was getting affectionate with
Ms. Frainey. Jack paused the videq zooming
in on the man.

%l awl UOPOI EQw?( w OOl E
ET EUEEUIl UOWEUUwW( wi EEwOC
Il UOUEEOEN-?

P6EDPUWEwWODPOUUI O2 w) EEC
x UOET UUDOT wml Calrb Ui +Y11 UxE
UOWEOOEOQUUDPODOUG

' 1T ZUwEwWUOUI EET T UGdI U w
she grimaced. 7' 1 z Uw UT 1 w OUUET I
3UUUO0wOI 62

-43-



Shadow of Turning

261 AawpPOUOEWITI T whPEOU W
Jack inquired.

2(zO0wOOwUT Trusteed & Giant O |
Valley Medical Designs. Kapoor is moving to
buy out Grant Valley. He owns a number of
competing companies. Our bottom line has
been faltering for nine quarters, and a lot of
EOEUEwWOI OEIl UUwWUIT | w*ExOO
to expand our budget and get some new types
of projects. We have a vote on the buyout
Ol ROwOOOUT Bww(zYl wEI T O
xUl YI OUw U7l 1 wEUaAOUUwWEI E
cannibalize our intellectual property and
disband us. | also found that he has ties to
UOOI wYl UawUi EEAawbOEDPYDE

?' EUwi 1l wOEET wEGawBI U
Would he have any reason to harm your
Il UUEEOEyY 2 w* POPWEUOI EB

?2' 1 wPEUOzZUWEI Ul Uw#Il C
' 1 WPEUWET Ul UwOl ww( woO
voice against his buyout.  Without my
PpoOUI UYI OUPOOOW( ZOwWUUUIT w
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P#O0waOUwoll E Oyaultitnkiybe a w (
were the intended vicUD Oy 2 w* POPwWEU
nodded.

Jack said,? 3T EQwOBT T Uwl BxC
1 OT Ol zUOw" OOUOOwPEUWUUI E
could have realized that he missed his mark
the first time. If any of this conjecture is true,
a0Uz OOwWHOOMEEOT |1 UG »

- OUPEDPOT wUl EVwW %l az Uw
now, Kimi rushed to her side with a tissue.
?2'EYIl w abUw UOOEwW EOCAEOE
UOEabOl y-2

2 wil bPwxl OxO1 02 w%i a wCl

261 zUIl wi O6POT wOOWUEOI
EEUI WEOEWOOYI wadbUwUOwWE
Kimi informed her.

2. T OwbOOO0? wwl awuUublilE
ETEPOyY»

Although cautious about circumstantial
evidence, Jack felt personally gratified that his
obsession with Poppy Frainey was shaping up
to be more than a lark. He rose from his seat
to make preparations to kick the Robins
investigation into a higher gear as Kimi
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wrappedup UT 1 wbOUI UYDI PpwUOw>
relocation.
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6.

Thursday, September 24
The Reach of the Shadow

*PpOPzUw T OUUTI w PEUwW I
experience for Jack. While starting a family
EOEw Ul OUODPOT wEOPOwW kI UI
priorities, he certainly found the comfy family
EOOOUxT 1T Ul w Ol wlbUw xEUC
therapeutic compared to his own house,
which was devoid of any feminine touches
except for a few nick-knacks Kimi had gifted
him over time. Since doing two partial shifts
in one day was unusual, Kimi had taken
advantage of the two-hour space between
shifts to invite him over for a brief lunch and a

few digital games. They reclined in the family
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room, joking with each other and sharing
gossip.

With a sudden shriek, Kimi sprang from
the sofa, tumbling to her knees!

261 EUOy2 wEUOI Ew) EEQwD
his police training kicked in, allowing him to
take instant note of his surroundings and
prepare for possible danger. Tracing Kimb z U u
glance to the right side of the room toward the
kitchen doorway, he saw no signs of
disturbance.

Kimi rose, patted her spot on the sofa,
EOEWUEUWEOPOWET EPOG ww ?
distant sound and | thought it was coming
i UOOwWOl EUwUi 1 wOPUET T 062

2 ( WOWD UwPEUWNUUOwWUT T

?2%0UT DYl wOl wi OUwWwxEOD
Ol w(zYl wel 1l OwEwOI Wothiy b O
with the column inthe RobinUz wi ©OUUI &

) EEOQOwxUUwl PUWEUOWEUO
OOUWE|l WEWEEEWPE]I EwUOWUE"

2-00wlOoORUAUDPODI ESdww?
UT EUBw( wuNUUUWEEOz Owi OUI
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the hands, the mist. Is that what they mean
bytheicyl DBOT 1 UUwWOI wETl EUT y 2
2'1a0>w) EEOWUEPESww?
told you this, but when | was a kid, |
developed partial necrosis of the lungs due to
EOwbOiI T EUPOOSww( wEOOz Uw
because | was only three, but my dad says
that the first night of that was the most misery
ITTzZEwWl YI UwUI T Owol wbObs wu
only had twenty percent lung capacity, and
everyonewE UwWE[ UEPEw( whbEUOZ U
According to dad, when | was on life support,
| was terrified of a huge monster stalking me
Ul EQw( wEEOOI Ew, U w! UOOwW:
2, U8 w! UOOwW* bOT y2 w* DOE
) EEOwUUUUU0I Ul Edww?+606
(ZzOwlUapOUwOOwBw0Ea wUT DO
near-death experiences are different, and |
hope that yours were squarely in the realm of
UEDI OEl wEOEwWOI EPEDOI 62
Before they were able to explore the
topic further, Kimi received a call from Beniji
Miller, their supervisor. Shak ing herself back
into a professional demeanor, Kimi
-49-
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transferred the image of Miller, a slightly
portly gentleman in his fifties, to the large
display on the wall.

2(z0wUl EOQawUObUUawi €
EUOUDPOT wabuUUwOi |l wOUDPOI O2 w
saidyoUz EwWET wUOT 1 Ul 1 UOwWEOE
few things before you speak to that woman
UT PUWET U1 UOOODBG »

?2 0aUul pOT whbl WEEOQWEOO-?

2(Ow UiTw OEUUOwW 1T OUU
POYI UUPT EUPOOwW T EVUw EOOI
 DPDOOIl UWUEPEBwWwW?23T1 WEOO
about the safe house assignment for the
YPEUDPOzUw PDIi 1 Ow EOEOwW EL
TTOIUEUI EwEwWOOOwWOi wagUI1 U
EOQUPIT UUwWUOBG »

(T wadlwi POEWEOawWwOI w
O0OPOwW OOEay?2w) EEOwUOBO
short in the answers department ourselves.?

2.0l wOl wUT T WwEPT wbUUL
certainty that this needs to be a criminal
OEUUI UO?2 w, POOI Uwi RxOEDO
of Health and Safety still claims the original
incident as theirs. On top of that, the
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justification for your questioning this P oppy
Frainey person is largely circumstantial, and

Ul T zUwi EOOUUWIT OOUT T wUO!
UT EQwi Exx]1 OUGB»

) EEQOw@UPEOOawWET DOl Ewt
1al PPUOTI UUw UOw T 1T UwEIBO
house both occasions we were called down.
311 wYDEUDOZively hwéntifieduherO U b
boyfriend as someone she met with
immediately after one of those occasions, and
established a motive against him. Ms. Frainey
is the one person who might be able to tie
I YT UaAaUOl POT wUOTTUTT UBwuwb6
we have her statemenU U 6 2

- ~ ~ ~ -

EOOEO EUEOU2EUEODPOPOW a
EEUI wEOEw, UUB w1l OEDPOUwWbL O
OQUET woOOOIT 1 UB »

?2' EOOEO EUEOQOU2EUEODPOE
EEEOa OwUDPUBS wwb hatut dedded E
f UOOWUT 1T O ww3T 1 w. xI UEUD
Ol O wlUwhOwkbPUT OUUWEwWPEU
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23T 1T w. xl UEUDOOUW#DUI F
a flea short of filing a formal complaint about
UT 1l w EITEPUGW w ' 1l wpPEUDZ
implication that his company is involved in a
homicide. @ How did you come by that
EOOEQUUDOOY »

) EEQuwIi DUI 1 Ewi OUwpPOUE
anything to him. | only stated that my inquiry
was part of a Denver Police Violent Crimes
Division death investigation. | did a search of
publicly available inf ormation and found that
HalmanAbramsSatalini was one of only two
businesses in the meto area that owns a
that Kimi identified that poked into the
10EPOUzwl OUUI wi EEwWEWYT |
that could only have a fixed number of places
of origin. Guess what business has six floors
POw O01 w Ol wUOIlTT wUPOw EUE
UUENI EOOUawi PUOUG»

?P80UWEOOz 0wl EYT wUOOWEC
Ul xOPT EGww?) UUUDwWwOEOT wUl
connect the dots with are thick. People ae
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EOUI EEAWEEOODPOT wadUOuws
U001 UG

? - C')UwT [ OUUO>» WUEPEW) E
OEO

?ZxEinOIB?

2(zY1l WET T OQwUT DOODOT wE
the invisible man could stalk his victims
PPDUT OUUw ETI DOT w Ul 1 O0w Pl
device than can essentially kill people leaving
no trace of its presence orwhere it came from.
It can pass through walls leaving no damage.
It can evidently be deployed from many
kilometers away without a clear line of sight.
Unless someone like Kimi is there with a

- N N ~ o~

OUOUPUEEOOI Uw EUUDOT w 0T 1
EOOOUUWEOOXxOI Ul OawUOUUE

*PpOPw EEEI EOQw 261 zYI1 w
energy guns were the proverbial ice bullet,
EUUWEWOEUT T wUEEOI w! UT 01
EQauUl POT wbkbl zYI WEDPUEOYI U
stopthisbl | OUT wOUT 1T Uwx1 Ox Ol u

, DPOOI Uw UEDPEOw ?2+1 Uzl
imaginations get ahead of the facts. Just get
through the Frainey interview and take it one
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UUIl xWEUWEwWUDPOI ww(zO00wl
what our football player du jour hastosa a 0 ?
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7.

Later That Afternoon
The Goddess and the Shadow

2% DPUU0wWwOl weEODOO? w) EE O}
really apologize for the short notice. Thanks
| OUWEOODPOT wEOPOBww6E T z UI
EUUOET 6>ww' | WUEUWE UwE w!
table in an interview room next to Kimi across
from their intervie Pw UUENI EOOQuw bT O
carnal dismay, was wearing a workout tunic
and loose jeans that concealed her toned
curves from view. Only twenty minutes
before, the detectives had plucked her from
her condominium with no notice or
explanation other than that there was a crisis
and she could face a citation for refusal to
EOOxT UEUT wbpbUT wEOwWDHOYI L
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drop what she was doing and come with
them. Of course, the urgency was a ploy to
get her to the police district house before she
could contact or warn anybody.
2(U0UzUw EOUDIT T UO? w %UED
slight Texas drawl as she thumped her left
DOEI Rwi DPOTT UwOOwUT T wUDE
OO0O0pPwi Obw(zOOWE]I WEEOI wU:
211 0PI Y1 wUUOnythingEighO w U I
now is better than what we have. There was a
biohazard situation last Monday in the
/ DBOOI 1 Uw" UT T Owldl T T EOUI
to gather facts about what people saw and
UOI 001 E62ww3T 1 whOUEUW?/
%UEDOI awUUOx w Ubedver<FoIdd 6 w
and the Department of Health and Safety
I EYIl WEOOUEEUI EWEOOwWUI 1 v
UUPOOWEOODPOT wUx wUT OUUB w
contact anybody who lives outside the
neighborhood, but a Vortex fan recalls seeing
you in that area that day and thought that you
might have been jogging along the trail and
Ul OQw UOOI UT BPOT 62w w #1 L
EDUEOOI OUUwPHPUT wUUDOT wl
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primary emotion was curiosity as to where
the conversation would go.
?2 wi EOyww6el Oy 2 wHUEDOI
220w @B WI T Ul y2w *POD
EPYI UUDOT wi UOOWWHUEDOI az!
? %OUWEwWPT DOl O? wHUEDOI
2/ 01 EUI wUl OOwUUwUT EU
) EEOQOwxOl EET Ebww?261 wEedO
EYI OUI UG~
P(WEOOzUwW OOOPWPT EUwW |
UEPES ww? (wUl EOCCawBDEOR Y
? OawUOll OOUOWOUwI al we
2200Ua0wldddww( whbEUWN
PPDUT wOawbbDOEOPUWEOOUI ES
P(wl OxT wadbUlwEOOz Uw O
) EEOQOw UEPEw Ei Ul Uw Ew x
neighborhood is pretty far from your place.
What were you doB OT wUOT T Ul y 2
2.1 02w UEDOI aw UEDEwWE
| EOCEUwDOwWi T UwOExOw?(zOu
life, and | might be interested in getting a
house down there, so | was just sort of
UEOxDOT wUi pOT UwbOUUGB »
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2&00Ew ET OPEI O2w * DOE
OOEEDPOT wE Uwy & heOdherwertexd w E
x OEal UUwODYI wOi 1 Ul y-»

?2-00w( WEOGOZ UwUT bOOwWUC

2" EYT waOUuwl YI UWEOUIT I
your vehicle and really look at the houses
ECEQWEUwWUT I awUEaoOwUOol 00
with a chuckle.

?2- 002 wUT 1T wUI xOPT E6 ww?
yveUB w w (2 O0Ow xUOEEEOQaw I b
UOEOOI Uw i OUUI Uw Ul EUzZUw
50001 Rwil EEQUEUUI UUG

2" EUwUOT 1T UT wl YT UwET T O1
UT EVDWEEAOQWEUUWUOOT woOUT |
i OUCEwWaduuUl Of wOOwi 66U wH

?2- 06ww( z Yl throitoncE &f B VY |
UPPEI wEIl I OUI 62

P#OwadlwUl Ol Oe&lbstUtime 1 1
was thata OUwbk 1 UT wOT T Ul y 2

2(Uwi EEwUOOwWT EYT wET 1T Ou
she said.

P#0waldlwob0pbwli |l w11oOE
and Fey? They live in a brown house on
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Grape Court kind of in the middle of the
EOOEO0G»

2. T OwdObww( WEODOZz Uw O
OPYI UwUT 1 UI 8-

After asking her several more times if
UT T wPEUwWUUUT wUTT zEwWOI YI
UEPEwPPUIl wEWUOOEI Uw i EE
asking is that both of them are dead. The
husband died in the house on the 14th, and
Uil wpDi |l WwEPT EwDOwWUT T wi ©
That was the cover story that he, Kimi and
Miller agreed on to protect Fey and her kids.

Frainey grew flush and sat straight up.
211 EOOCayww20bPwEPI UO

) EEOQw EOOUDPOUI EQw?61 7
the Department of Health and Safety to
determine if there might be some illegal toxic
contamination in the area. Are you
EOOxOI Ul Oaw UUUTI w Ul EVw a
information at all about anything that could
ITEYIl wETI | OWEWEEUUI woi wOTl

The young woman shook her head.
?2-001T POT Ow( zOwUOUUAB ww3 '
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261 Ul waOUwWEPEUT woOi wE
asked.

2-06ww&UI U0w (70wl OEE
YI T DEOI 62

Without reluctance, Jack asked a pivotal
Ul UUDPOOow?61 EUwER OThe) w 2
night when the husbanE WE D1 Evy 2

261 EOWEEOUUwWDUY 2

Looking Frainey directly in the eyes,
) EEOWEUOI EQw?#PEwadlUwU
that evening, or have any strange or
frightening feelings as you were walking
EUOUOEwW UT 1T w 10EPOUzw T OC
I OT UT 1T OEawUl UxOOEI UUWEU

?2-002wUl T WwUEPEwWT EVUUDC
1 B0O1 OEIl EwxEUUIl ww?2+000¢
but this conversation is making me a little
UOEOOI OUUEEOI ww( zEwODPO

2.1 WEOUUUT waObOUwodEawT |
UOOEwWT 1 UBww?! U0wbIT zUI wd

23171 OWREDOI O2» wHUEDOI 2
spun out of her chair and stormed out of the
room without another word.
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. T Owpkl z U] Jdack dughE 6Ok U
just beginning.
He rose slightly out of his chair, but
Kimi put her hand on his shoulder, saying,
2+1 Owl T Uwl 066~
%1 EUWEOwadUlwUi pOOY » w
(700wl EYI wUOUOwWEEOP U w!
to think that she was one of your wild goose
ET EUI UO»? w*Hwbay dftedalt thaseu ?
i EOUPI PEEUDPOOUWUT T wNUUU
ElI OPI YI UwOUUwWOI wol 6~
22T 1T zU0wl PEP®T wUOOI UT E
?. Uw xUOUI EUDPOT w11 Uw
POOI Oz UwbPOUUDPUDOOWOOW UI
Ul T zOwaoObUOT OwxUl UUawEOE
UT T wpOOZUWET wEEOI wUOw x
athletic ability forever.  Along comes a
wealthy businessman who buys her an
Albatro, stro kes her ego and promises to keep
T UwOOwUT | wi POEGEPEOWUU
UOOWEEEwWOOOODOT Owl BUT 1 U
Jack was already issuing directives to a
screen on the wall, calling up his research file
OOwWw2EUEUwW*ExOOUBww?(z0
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nothing on him, though, except motive as
declared by Mrs. Robins, and two degrees of
separation from the crime scene. There has to
El wOOUIl wOOwUT BDUB »

231 O0Ow abUw PT EUO?2 w * P
UOPOI EWEUWI T UwxEUUOI UL w
through this afternoon. Tomorrow morning,

Pl zOOwW xOxw EOPOwW UOw ' E O
EOEwUI | wbil wbpl wEEOwI POEwW
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8.

Friday, September 25
In the Tower of the Shadow

Jack and Kimi stood in the reception
area of the industrial/mechanical engineering
firm HalmanA bramsSatalini. Kimi carried a
standard crime scene multiscanner and
scanning wand. Before them stood three
figures, one of which was charter partner
Harold Abrams. He was a tall, slender
gentleman in his sixties clad in a simple blue
sweater and slacks that disguised his
authority and influence.

2/ Ol EUI wOOOPOw Oi i PEI
I YT UaUl pOT w bkl wEEOwW UOw
Abrams said, petting his uncombed gray hair.
261 wUUOwE O wirepbdtet fii® here] O C
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EOEwbPI zUIl wxUIl U0awxUOUE
utterly unthinkable that something we do

here could be part of a criminal investigation,

[ Uxi EPEOOaAaWEWOUUET UB wuw(
x Ul Ul OEl OWEUUOwbPI zOOWEOC
you mind teling me what you z Ul w
investigating? Whose deathy ?

261 z E w o i nadoeOhutlive just
EEOzUw EDPUEOOUI w Ul 1 w EI
POYI UUPT EUDPOOG?» w* POPwI R

2(wUOEI UUUEOGEOQwW (wl Ul
UDOUUOCPOT wUOwI EET wi PUwUPO
introduce you to Rich Martas, our Director of
Denver Operations, and Carol Burr, our
OPOPOT whOEUUUUawUI EI ODE
your escorts-slashrU U0 U OUUBS 2 ww, EUUE
more than forty years old, pointed and
whispered at his wrist D -Vice, attempting to
carry on a conversation with someone on the
other end. Burr, looking bit older-looking,
demurely eyed Jack and Kimi with her arms
crossed.

2/ Ol EUIl wUEawaoUzUl wot
YI UawOOO0l O wbODYwWRBE @ (
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busy and disruptions only make us fall farther
behindo

P#DU0UOWP OYEBOW UEDPEG U
StEUUI EB »

, EUVUEUw UEPEOwW ?2( Ow ao
mentioned interest in one particular piece of
1 gUDx Ol OUWEEOOI EwWEwW s UOI
anything | can explain for you on the front
| OEy ?

261 00072 w) EEOQOwWEITEOOQuW
you earlier, you said that you hav e only one
such device, and that itz Used for mining. Is
Ul EOwEOUUI EUY 2

781 UO?2w , EUUEUwW UEPEW |
conversation on his D-YDEI 6w w 26171 £
machine is still in developmental stages, our
plan is eventually to manufacture and lease
out an inventory of them to various mining
companies locally and globally. Leases from
our existing clients alone should pay for the
R&D in two years, plus a projected fourteen
percent profit from new business we have in
Ul 1T wgUii1Ud-~»
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24000wUT EOzUwODPET O2 w
pUI Ul OEwDPOUI Ul U0 ww?61T E
UOEUUI Uz wEOY ww, EOT wODPOI |

2EOPODPOT WEUwW) EEOOwW™* b
UOwWOOOOWEUwWPUOwWxO1 EUI 6 2

2. OEaO?2w ! UUUw OBEEI EB
b E & 6She parted with Abrams and Martas,
leading Jack and Kimi down a hallw ay,
through a doorway, and into an interior
elevator. ( Uz UwbDOwoOUUw" OO |
floor .2

When the elevator opened, the parade
continued down a plain corridor through
sliding glass doors labeled 38B: CONIFER.
Jack made a mental note of various
contraptions on shelves and tables lining the
walls, some of which appeared to predate
# # ( 7 Qacade-old standardized global
network. Burr stopped in front of a bulky
device that, to Jack, resembled the arm and
torso of a death match robot from an old
Japarese anime. Mounted on its own metal
frame, it stood perhaps three meters tall, and
its base was almost as wide.

-66-



Jeromie Carr & James Dunn

?2' 1 Ul wbUsa®UO~> w! UUU

?%DUUU0w 01T pOT Uw i BPUUUO
shooed everyone away from the machine and
activated the multiscanner.

P#OWPEO@Oawl EYT wUDOI w
protested.

2/ UOEI EUUI O2w *POPw U
meticulously swept the wand across the
device and every surface near it.

While she performed the scan, Jack
EUOI EOQw? 200wkl EQwi REEUO
?2 ( OwUl O-padickEheadnCnid strata
EFEOWEwWOPOI wUPUI O2w! UUUwW

ability to pass harmlessly through any

molecular structure not specified as the target,

and separate any unwanted material from the

target. So, for example, it can dislodge waste

minerals from around a gemstone deposit

without harming the gemstones. And, it can

do it a bucketful in the same time it would

UEOI wEwl UOEOWUOWEDPUOOET
2200wbPUzUwUPOPOEUWUOD

Ul EwO0Ul EUVUWEEOET UwxEUD
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281 UO>» wid ww? W UE EUE w! U]
EOUUwWOOWEwWOUET wOEUT 1 UwWUE
?' ObwOUET wOEUT I Uy 2 w) E
2( Ow OUUw ET OET OEUOUOW
beam from the surface that penetrated one
hundred fifty meters through what was
xUPDOEUPOawl UEOCPUI wEOEWE:
) EEOWEUOI E O ud?t 'gdlrbopen E U u
EDUY 2
261 w T EYI OzOw EOOI w OC
Ul UUPOT O2 w! UUUWUEDEB® ww?
a thousand meters through the air. The math
guys downstairs say that the denser the
matter, the shorter the maximum projection
EPUUEOGEI 6~
Pacing to the gass doors, Jack peered
out of the lab and through a window in a
room across the hall. The western edge of the
city came into view, with the mountains in the
distance. Using this reference, he rotated
himself to face the approximate direction of
the RobiOU wi OUUI d ww?" OUOEwWH
i DYl wOPOOOI Ul UUWUT UBUT T
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2&DYI Ow Ui 1 w OUOEI Uw
ECaUI POT w(wUEawpPOUOE wWE]
l UOUUWUEPES ww?, awl Ul UUwt
OPOI 0ad~

Stepping around Kimi, Jack neared the
apparatus. Its frame was anchored to the
floor, but the unit itself appeared to rotate
adlUwoOOY!l wEOEWEDPOwWDHUY 2

26D0T w T UIEVUw ET 00a02 L
2800wl EYT wOOwxUUT wbUwWEU
aim its arm with a manual crank. Itz Uw
ultimately designed to be attached to a
motorized digital motion system so you can
enter a coordinate or angle on a digital
POUI Ui EET OWEUUwWDPUZ UWE wx
T EYT wOT EOwbOUUEOOI Eb 2

261 EOw EEOUUwW Ul OOU0IT w
asked.

?2$Y1 OUUBOOa@DWbI Ul ES L
al Ud»

2200wbki 01 YI UwbPEOUUWU
x Ul Ul O0wbOwUT PUwUuOOOY 2

Qu
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? UwoOi wal UOwUT EUzUwUOU
to the apparatus and clutched a small handle
OOwWPUUWEEUTI ww?31 PUwbUw

2/ Ol EUI O w*DODPwHOUI U
scannlt EwUT T wUPET wOi wUOT T wi U
EOOz UwUOUET wedaUT POT wub

' OUUwi Ui i T EWEQCEWOOYI
T OPOT wUOOwWUT OPpwadUUw xEU
- OpbpwUT EOwi 1 zUwWEUODPOT wuod
(ZEw OPOIl w UOw Ul | aunydelg U w
EEUUEOOad»

Patting Kimi on the head as she knelt
beneath him, Jack backed away from the
El YPEI wEOEWUEPEOW?( ZEwWO
have that may indicate who was using this,
when, and w here it might have been pointed,
as well as everyone who was in the facility at
the time.?

Burr Ul x OPl EOQw?61 wEddz U
OOUWEUUEET T EwUOw## ( ZUuw
EOOz UWwEOOOI EUwEOawWEEUEW
EEOI UEUWEUI wEUwWUT T wi ubC
monitor who comes and goes from individual
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i OOOUUVUwWwOVUwWOEEVMtEEERBEWE
we shouldstart monitoring things closer if we
ITEYIl wOOwlI RxT ECwxOOPEIT wh
TTOwaOblwUT T w v5wbOET T Uw
Soon, Kimi completed her scan and Jack
obtained access to the required surveillance
records. Once the detectives wrapped up
their business and were back in the waiting
x OOPEI wYI T PEOI Ow) EEOWUE
murder weapon. Maybe the Health and
Safety people will finally take this
POYI UUPT EUPOOwWUI UBPOUUOa
? - O0wlboriue* PODPWUEOOEI
still have a lot of data to analyze. Even if we
conclusively show that the rock toaster was
Ul T wi EUOI UOQWET YPEI Owbkbli w
it was an accident. We have yet to link the
10EPOUZ wOUWHUEDOTI awdUw*
OUwUTlT T wEUUPOI UUB~2»ww UwC
*PDOPwUI OEUOI EQw?61 wi EYI
I OOCOUWUOWOI T OwkpbUT 6 ww( 7
ExxUOYEOQUwWUOwWDhOYDUI wi PO
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9.

Thursday, October 1
The Shadow is Cornered

Sarat Kapoor aossed his arms while his
thick, black brows furrowed. He eyed Jack,
who had just risen from his seat in the police
interview room. Next to Kapoor was Carl
Carlson, his attorney, who had placed a pricey
two -frame D-vice in front of him. Kimi was
monitor ing things from a nearby room, ready
to do any behind the scenes research needed
UOw UUxxOUUw ) EEOzUw @UI
minutes had already passed since a
uniformed officer had ushered the two into
the presence of their questioner.

Carlson stood, palms planted firmly on
Uil wWOUEEOI OWEUET POT wi Oup
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first hauled my client in, | thought you were
NUUUOwWEOOUT I UwUOEUUEUUWE
ending an investigation without making some
UEOEOOWEUUI UUO2 wil wUEDPE
case brief, havever, | see what this is really all
about: revenge. Your partner was trapped in
a house and almost died of a yetto-be-
EIl Ol UOPOI EWEEUUI OwEOE W :
UOOI EOEawxEabd-?
40DpOUPOPEEUI EOw) EEOQuW
cause is very much determined, and the fact
that an officer of the law was involved will
O0Oauwi |l ExXWEEEDPUDPOOEOWET
*ExOOUwW EOUUUI Ew OUUOW
ridiculous! How can you possibly charge me
with anything? What stunt are you trying to
x UOO0y »
?, UUdins Inérfed you as a sugpect
before she died, and your girlfriend lied to us
about what she was doing just before | caught
her meeting with you the evening of the 21507 w
Jack said as he strode closer to his suspect.
Not leaving his seat as Jack approached
I DPOOwW *ExOOU wppy is &l o w ?
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person. | have neither knowledge nor control
Ol wiTUWwEEUDOOUBww?2T 1 z UL
connived against me more times than | care to
acknowledge. Why am | not surprised that
she lied to you? For all | know, she has a
secretloverinUT EQwOI T T EOUT OOE

) EEOwl EUT 1 Ul EwOOOI1 60
UF'O0w TT Uw UOw UT 1T w 10EDG
OEEEUDPOOUW EI EEUUI waobUluw
placed at the scene. What was her task?
Recon? Did you need her to help you aim
aOUUwWEI EUT WwEOOUOOY 2

Carlson shoved hisD-YDET wbOw) EE
displaying a complement of charts and
OOUPOOw DHOET T Uw EI xPEC
whereabouts, which had been the subject of
I REOPOEUDPOOWEwWiI T PwOPOUU
evidence for exactly none of that, Detective
Tate. On the evening of the 14", he was at a
gallery for far longer than the duration of the
events you describe, and has the financial
transaction log to prove it. On the 21s, he was
POUOPOT wOEUI wEUWEWEUUUO
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El i OUl wi PUWEDOOI UwkbBUT w
puOOT EwUT 1T wYPET OwUOwxUOY
261 wbhl Ul Oz Owl YT OwOOuw
onthe 14072 w* Ex OOUWUEDPES ww?/
small blowout over finances a day or two
before. Really, | must declare my ignorance
EOEWDOOOET OET wOi wUl pUwp
?, UUGWOUWEPEOZUwET UI I
) EEQOWUEPESww?22T 1 wOOI Pwt
of making one-sided business deals. She was
crusading to save Grant Valley Medical from
being your next victim. You need that
acquisition, and she was in your way. She
was the kingpin of the resistance against you.
Without her crusade, the rest of the Board of
Directors would lose their spine and vote to
Il EYl waOUwWEUVUawUl 1 OwdbUUGB -~
(WEEUI QawoOdl Pw, UUBu
EITEOGww?"' Ol YI UOQwi UOOuU
her, she had more than a busness reason to
block the sale. | hope it will come as no
surprise to you that we Hindus are a target of
great persecution from the Catholic Church.
Mrs. Robins was keen on following His
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/| Ox1 01 UUz wOl EEwbOwl UEED
scourge in the Westem world. A message
from her to her colleagues was leaked to me
that called us a bunch of snake, um,
copulators. My condolences to her friends
and family, but | advise you to take what she
said with a grain of salt. She was an
Oxx OUUUOPUUDPEWUEEDUUGB

? | thao as it may, DPD still holds her
statements as credible, especially in light of
the interesting coincidences around what
happened at least twice in her home and the
presence of your main squeeze. She knew
EEOUUW UT T wi10EDPOUzw EEOI
and you most certainly did, too. The D.A. is
pushing DDI to release all digital
conversations between you and her for two
EEAUwOOwI PUT T UWwUDPET woi w

2&00Ew OUEOw pbPHUT w UI
POUI UNI EUTl EBww?2##(zUw x|
the most protective in the POUOE 6 ww8 OU.
to prove your highly improbable case to them
ET 1 OUIl wOT 1 azo00wll UwadUuw
that it was quite a mean trick you pulled on
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Poppy. You summoned her on false pretenses

to try to trick her out of some sort of
confession. Mr. Kapoor is retaining me to
represent her interests as well as his own, and
UlT zUwEI T OwEEYDUI Ew OOU
again without me. If you attempt to
communicate to her without Oa wx Ul Ull OE
personally press criminal misconduct charges
against you!?

Addressing Kapoor, Jack advanced,
231 O0Ow Ol 6T 1 OQwpkPl wWwEOwWI Y
copies of those conversations from DDI, or
when we find a witness, or your sweetie pie
breaks down and tells us what you were
EDUEUUUDOIOwDIEUwDDOOwD

?2- 001 POT 6 WBOUVUWEWUT PO

2" EYIl w aOULu I YI Uw T1EU

EOOEO EUEOU2EUEODPODY »

?' 1 EUEWOI wbUwUOOI pT 1 L
EEOUUwWDHUG »

P#0w abUw O0OPw EQAEOE:
Ul 1 Ul y-2

?- 007

P#O0Owadlwl EYT wECawPOYI
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?- 002

P#0w  aldUw 1TVYIOw 0OO6¢
HalmanAbramsSatalini is pertinent to this
POYI UUPT EUDPOOY »

(wUl EEwUT ] WwEEUI wEUL
311 azUl wOEOI EWEUwWEwx OUI
| was informed that you might be asking
about my relationship with them. And there
IS none, just like | have no connection to the
EUDOI U wrvesdtigating] andthe same for
/| Oxxad-?

? Ul waOUwli 00BO0T wol wC
OOwUl 1T wi PUOZUwWHPOYIT UUOUW
Jack had no such records, but he hoped that
*ExOOUWEDPEOZzZ OUwOOOPwWUT EU

?2-06w- OB ww( UwbUwbOOUG »

? Ul waObUwUUUI ¥ 2 w

?- OU0wl YIi Owb &f uadkéréeiihgl E E
EOEWEUUOOY »

'"EUOUOOWEUOOT wbOBd ww? 3
EI Ul EUDYI n-

) EEQOwPOUOCEWOOUWET wol
suppose it is a little inappropriate,
considering you were acquitted of the
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racketeering charge, and you got the arson
charge reduced to trespassing on a derelict
xUOx1 UUad-~

Slapping his D-vice down on the table
PPUIl wEwWUI UEQw" EUOUOOuwW I
I EYl wWEWEEUI wel EPOUCwWI O
single credible link between him and the
UOI OUUUOEUIT w OPUT ExUw ao
ConsideriOT wa OUUwYPEUDPOzUWE
against his religion, if you bring charges
against him without more grounds, | can have
you written up for violating the anti -profiling
UOUEUUUI 6-°

) EEQwWUOOOI Ewi PUwl al UE
get Detective Pitambar from District 1 to
conduct the interview 0 ?

23T E0OzUwbPOOzZUWET wol E
very much. Is there anything else meaningful
a0lwpbUT WOOWEDUEUUUwWPBHU

2-00ww3lT E0wPPOOWEIT wE
ET EUT DOT waOUUWEODPI OUWEU
Kapoor and Carlson departed in a huff,
swearing at each other about Jack and that
damned corrupted mayor.
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Jack remained steamed about the
interview most of the rest of the day. It took
Kimi to remind him that it was best to forget
about it for the time being and concentrate on
other parts of his caseload. After all, it would
only be a few days before the multiscanner
results camein.
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10.

Saturday, October 3
The Shadow Turns

It was mid -afternoon. Jack plunged the
thin, hollow pipe into the ground at the ba se
of one of the medium-sized cherry trees in his
cozy backyard. Touching the trigger button
on the end, an air-propelled dose of
powdered garden winterizer jetted from the
attached papercloth tank, down a hose,
through the pipe, and into the ground. This
was one Saturday where his lack of other
plans and general restlessness had driven him
to do some seasonal yard work.

As he pulled the pipe up from the
ground to relocate it to the other side of the
tree, Kimi called, telling him in a hurried tone
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that he needed to turn on the Vortex game
immediately and go to the sideline report. He
managed as best he could with his wrist D-
vice to turn to the Colorado Vortex vs. L.A.
Adept football game in its second quarter. He
spent no more than a few seconds viewing the
sideline report before he dropped his
gardening equipment to find the first
available police vehicle to the stadium.

The next twenty minutes was a blur in
his memory, as he alternated between
conversations with Kimi and the stadium
security chief, kept tabs on the sideline report,
and attempted in vain to discern the
whereabouts of Fey Robins and Kapoor. The
chief of the stadium security detail, DPD Sqt.
Leanna Lomis, met him at the service
entrance. She was a younger, black
uniformed officer who ca rried herself as if she
had been on her feet all day. Shehurriedly

UT OO0uw) E E Oz U uhintt®hetfidte U E O
2- OPOwWPOUOCEWadUwoODPdE L
I REEUOCaA wWwPT EQwWUTT wil O0wb
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Lomis demanded, surveying the video from
the sideline area.

2 001l UUOaO0?» w) EEOQwWUI x(
all 1 know. Poppy Frainey is connected to
what my partner and | believe to be a very
high tech homicide. At 16:35 this afternoon,
my partner, who happened to be watching the
game, observed that Frainey and the other
affected players appeared to be experiencing
symptoms similar to the victim of our
homicide. The report specifically mentioned
EPUOUDPI OUEUDPOOBww (zOwT |
venerable Ms. Frainey and company are being
assaulted with a deadly weapoO & 2

+O00PUwxUU0wWl T Uwi ECEwWO
players are being treated for dehydration.
S3TEUZUWEOOS »

P#1 T AEVUEUD OO Wl & w TwowU
degrees Celsius out and the only affected
players are ones who had been sitting down
in the shade for half an hour. Hello, cover
Uodbuasbd-~

?2 O0w( woOOPwWPUwWPT EUVw!
Pl DOl wel 00?2 w+OOPUWUEDES
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knew that he was about to pull rank on her if
she gave hm Ul | wUUOEUOUOES w u
being treated for a medical condition that
appears unrelated to the game, and UT I a z U
being given fluids and magnetic therapy
because it looks like dehydration. What can
OEPwl Oi OUETI OI OUWEOwWUT EU

2(z0wUUPOOwWPEDPUDOT wi
to arrive. Once he gets here, we can take a
sampling of the area and EOOI PUOw b
any immediate danger. Our first priority is to
get those playersUOWE wUET 1 wa OOl 6 -
and tapped on his wrist D -vice impatiently.
2400 OUUDUOBGEUI baowUudbUuPOwP
have no real way of knowing where safe
a 001l UwWwEUI 6»

# 01 UwbhOwi 1 OxwUT ECwUIT
UOOOwOOPY 2

Jack realized that he would have to
make some really good guesses until the
Pi 1 OwUOl 1T awpkl Ul will OobOT w

(w0 POOWUT T awkl Ul wU
team benche® ?
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?' Obwi EVUwWEPEawi UOOwU]
OOEOI UwUOOOYy »

?2) UUODWET T POEwWUT 1 wiEl O

21T EODPOT w T HPUw T1 EEuW
El EOEUI EOQOw ?2- 00w I EVwW 1
EOOEI EOI EQwWUEI T wxOEEI wU
UPEI wOI wUI T wWUUEEDUOY ?

2(wUUxxOUl wUOT 1 wélhe ED L
UOUUT T EU0wUPET w OOw 0T 1 w
allowed there except for players and senior
UOUEI T 69

2&BDYT w Ol T wpPOUEW UOw U

AN N N

E
L
(

~

x OEal UUwUT T Ul OWEGEwWLI wU
feels dizzy, hallucinates, or has a panic attack,
OEOI wUI 1T OWEOOT wlOT 1 Ul wub’

P#00z0wadbUwWEEUI wEOWE
EOOI WEEEOQwWOOwWOI Oefgaldiad w |
she wagged her finger.

Wasting no time, Jack jogged to the
xOEal UUz wOOUOT T wEOEwW OI
Frainey and the other affected players had yet
to arrive, there were a few Vortex team
executives at the bar to whom Jack had to
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excuse his presence. He once again checked
the public sideline status report. Mordie
Grillot had forfeited his position on
unbecoming conduct until further notice.
Poppy Frainey, George Gomez, and Kenneth
Mersey were all reported in medical care due
UOWEWEOOEDPUDPOOW? O6O60wWUI O

He barely had time to get his bearings
when * B O b w E FF&yQhdhér kida are safe.
They were at a park. | sent them back to the
safe houseas a precaution. Also, maybe this
Is logical because his girlfriend is a player, but
Kapoor is at the game. He fingered in his ID
EQwUT T whpl U0wi OUUEOGEIT weU

?,aw OEPOwW EOOET UOw UDI
multiscanner. Could you please light a fire
UGET UwUT T weUDOIl wUET O1 w
trying to find a secure place to house Poppy
EOEwWUT T wOUT 1T UUOWEUUwWHUZ
PIT EOwxOEEI UWwEUI wUEI T wb
x OEEIl UwEUI wEEOT T UOUUG»

P#0DPDOT wOawEI UUOw BUUL
another twenty minutes before one can get to
your location. Remember what you told me
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OOEIl owxEUDPI OETl wbUOz UwNU
One of the older executives cast a
disapproving scowl! over his shoulder at Jack.

Waving at the executive, Jack said b
*POPOW? (wli EYI wOOUUwWOIT wx
Upl OUawOPOUUI UWEOUOEWET

2+DUUI 00> w* POPwWUI xOD
the HalmanAbramsSatalini building. | may
be able to assess things better there than you
can here. Carol Burr is on her way to let me
D06~

Jack had to break contact with Kimi as
the door to the lounge opened. Poppy and
two other Vortex players in red and black
jerseys entered, accompanied by Sgt. Lomis, a
trainer and a physician. Poppy and Harold
Mersey, a Kickoff Sprinter, were both in
medical transport chairs. George Gomez, a
Safety, stumbled along behind them without a
shirt or cleats. The trio of players appeared
generally lethargic. Poppy rocked slightly
back and forth in her chair, gently rubbing her
temples. Mersey clencheda hydration bottle
and mask, but appeared almost asleep.
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Poppy immediately recognized Jack.
261 EOzUw T 1T w EOPOT w i1 UIY
trainer.

' 1T ZUwWwEwWwxOOPEI OEOB ww
the trainer whispered back.

231 OOwl POwi T wi EUwUOwW
himheUl 62 w/ OxxawUEDPEwPDPUI
as she could muster. The trainer shushed her
and cradled her head. Poppy continued to
protest, though Jack could not hear most of
her mumbling.

To +00PUOwW ) EEOwW EUOI EO
someone to detain a spectator named &rat
*ExOOUY 2

Lomis consulted her D-YDEI 6 w w ?
seated on the mezzoterrace, seat MT6l O~2 wU
Ul xOPl ESww?+000U0wODOIl wl
1 OxwUl EVUUPUAWOOEEUI wi B

?2' 1 wUT OUOCEWET wEOOUDEI
UUIl wWEEUUDPOOO?> w) EEQwWUEDI
take inventory of available security guards
ECEwWx OOPEI] wOi | PET UUbdoiw?
not DPOEPEEUI wUOOwi DOw 0T EUL

-88-



Jeromie Carr & James Dunn

PPUTl wEOawxOEal UUOwI UxI1 E
be treated as needto-OO O b 6 »

When Sgt. Lomis exited, Jack turned to
the physician, whose name was Bill Romano,
Ul UUPOODPOT wi POWEEOUUWU
and the circumstances of their afflictions.
100EOOwW i RxOEDOI EOQw 2371 1 1
happened first was that Miss Frainey fainted
and hit her head on the bench. | came right
over. She just suffered a mild bump, and |
gave her water, oxygen, and a magnet collar
EI EEUUIl wOUUEOCOQawbT 1 OQwWE w
EUl wOOwWUT T wi T EUBG-»

As Romano continued, a call from Kimi
POUIT UUUxUT EGww? (w0l OUT 1T
UPT T OWEPEaAO? WOWBWEDED u
and looking right at the rock toaster. | turned
PUwOI I wbOOI EPEUI OaOwEUU
in the direction of the stadium. Burr says
UT T ZzOOWEOwWUT I wi REEVWEEO
that the machine could have been
repositioned and activated any time in the last
twenty -four hours or so, maybe longer. | told
her to get a listing of every employee who
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passed through security in the last two days.
" OPwWEUI wUOT DOT Uwi OBDOT wkpb
261 zYl wul OOEEUI EwUI 1T u
to the private lounge, which is on the other
side from the sideline benches. They look
OOEAaOWEUUw(zO0wUUPOOwWUUL
EOEUOUG »
P#O0OwadlwlUPOOWPEOUWUIT
Jack almost rolled his eyes at the
EEUUUEPUA WOl wi Tl Uw@UIl UUE
we should bl wx Ul xEUI Ey 2
P81 ETl dww(zYl wi O0wdauw
AOUWEEOw! EYT wOT 1T wgebl wl U
Kimi terminated the call after she
informed Jack that the scanning team would
be there in a few minutes, so Jack continued
with his interviews. Romano told of how
Frainey, Mersey and Gomez in turn had bouts
of what was initially interpreted as heat or
hydration  problems, but when their
conditions worsened, he took them to a
nearby shaded area to decide what treatments
to administer. When Jack inquired about
psychological symptoms, Romano looked
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puzzled and told him he should confer with
the individual patients.

?" 1T EPDPUwW 3POOwW EOOT w T 1
PUUUI EwUT 1 wEOOOEOEWEOE w
to him on its own.

2+1 EYI w Ol w EOOOI n~>w /
with shallow breath.

230wUl OowaIoGwW) E @ U
not legally permitted to speak to her without
[ TUWEOUOUOI awxUl Ul OUB ww

Gomez said,? 6 1 wphl Ul wNUUUwU
when Poppy passed out cold and Bill came to
her rescue. Then, about five minutes later,
Mordie Grillo t got really annoyed and told
| DPOOw UT EVw T 1T wpbPEUOzZUW T ¢
/| Oxxab-?

2*PDO0OyV~2w) EEQw@UIl UUDPOC

&O0O01l AawOOEEI ESww?3T1T EU
said. None of us knew what he was talking
EEOQOUUOWEUVUw( wUEPEwW( zEwWO
was gentle with her, whic h of course he was.
Then, | started getting these weird bursts of
ITEOwWOPOl w( wPEUwWOOwWI DUI
I Exx] Ol EwOl BRUOWET EEUUIT w(
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anything but the heat. Bill told me that
Mordie and | got into a shoving match and he
pushed me to the ground and yelled at me to
TTOwEPEAwWI UOOwWT POB ww ( w!
#1 11 0UPYIl w" OEET wEPUODUU

311 wOUEDPOI UwET POl Ewb
UT T wUT OPT UUWUOWEOOOWOI |

2" OUOEwW aOUw 11 0w 1THPOO
requested. The trainer nodded and departed.

Ol Uwi 1T EUDPOT woOl wa&UD:
DOOI EPEUI Oaw UT OUT T Ow OI
minutes. For the first time since the initial call
from Kimi in his garden, Jack was certain that
Ul PUwEEazUwil Exx] OPOT Uw |
the rest of the investigation.

Barely getting back in the groove of
questioning Gomez, Ted, his digital
personality, came to life and informed him
that Doug McCallum, the Commissioner of
the football league, wished to speak to him
immediately. It was getting stuffy in the
lounge, and Jack was edging on a bad mood.

The last thing he wanted to do was P.R. to a
sports executive. Nonetheless, he shifted
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gears to addressthe image of an aging, thick-
chinned gentleman in an expensive logo
blazer. Jack had to explain once again what
was goinf w OOOw T OxPOT wUT EVw
laughed at.

Upon hearing that several players had
been questioned and one fan was missing, the
"O00O0DPUUDPOOI UwHOUI UUUXUI
and the stadium might be yours, cop, but the
fans and players belong to us. Their sakty is
QawUl UxOOUPEDPOPUAGwWwwW8 OU
from the biggest publicity kick in the balls
your police department has had in a long
UPOIl nww(zY!l wEOUI EEaAwUxO
T ONEOPOw, POOT UBww' T wUE
ordered a full stadium evacUEUD OO w w
EIl OUl UwE]T wEEOOI EwUI UBOU
EODPOT n~

Jack wiped a bead of sweat from his
I EPUODPOI dww?61 wl EYT wOOw
EOCaOOl whPUwbDPOWEEOT T Ud~2 w
comeback he could generate, he said,
2$YI UauUTl POT w Pl zUlmw &£0b
precautionary measure. If | had reason to
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believe that there was any reason to do so,|
would call in the evacuation order thirty
seconds before youcould6 2

One of the executives dashed across the
room to Jack, fumbling to get in on the
conversation on hisown D-YDEIT 6 ww? 31 E
Il Exx] OPOT nw w#0UT Ow ( zOuw
I YT UaUl pOT OWEOEwWDbUz UwdO

, E"EOOUOzUw YODPEI w EU
muttered his last words before going private
PPUT wUOT T w5 OUUInResic@d =06 ww

Jack had played hardball with powerful
businesspeople before. He imagined 4to-1
odds that McCallum had twisted the truth
when he said that Miller would back him; yet,
there were butteri OB1 UwbHOw) EEIOZ U
the executivesdeparted, so Jackcalled Kimi to
help ease his mind.

2(wli il EUEO? w*DOPwbOOI E
having been a silent remote spectator in the
EPT DPUEOQwW EOOYI UUEUDOOG w 1
scanner is just arriving in the parking lot.
31T azOOWET wOOwadbUUwWOOEE
AaOUwWOOOOWEEEG®G»
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? ( 7 O ubQuiuE( Al WTwElNWwstwfy U w
POwlT 1T Ul wEOEW (zOw 60O6UDPOT
everyone | have to corral to make this work. |
should have made you go here instead of
Ol 62 w

2- 0wl EOOUO?2 w*PDOPw UI
23T T Ul ZzUwOOwi OGEUT wbOwU
to make me want to go near that death
column again. If it makes you feel any better,
things are pretty slow here. Carol is running
a trace on the rock toaster and we should
OO0OO0PwWPOWEWIT PwOPOUUI Uu
EPOI EG»

Jack complimented his partner on her
work, and then resumed his conversation
PPUT w& OOl a6 ww?61 EVDWEEOU
Did you experience any weird sensations, or
feelings,oril EOOUEDOEUDOOUY »

Gomez hesitated, sitting down at the
EOOUT woOl RUw UOw ) EEOCS w w
embarrassed about this, but yeah. It was like
somebody was watching me, and | kept
seeing someone out of the corner of my eye,
but whenever | turned to look at him, he
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disappeared. Every time | saw him, he was
closer and closer to me. And then, somebody
PEUwUEaADPOT wUOwOl dwa™ OO
3T EUzUwPT T Ow(wUUEUUI Euw
[ BUI 82

100EOOwWHOUT UUUXxUT EG w
EUOU0w' EUOOEzZUwbUOz UWwUUEE
him and Poppy, and preferably George, to a
| OUxPUEOwWUDPT T OWEPEA& S wuw( |

? . | wE OUdk dddded, ti9 tRoughts
beginning to drift a bit. He decided to check
Uxw OOw Ul T wUEEOODOT w Ul E
PT 1T Ul wEUIl waOUwi Uauy-

Ron Swirtz, carrying the multiscanner
UOPUOQwUI xOPI EOQw?61 whki UI
Uxdww6l zUI wEOwWUT T wUT UYD!

? Bank you so much for coming at such
Ul OUOwOOUDPEIT O2 w) EEOQwWUED
Ol wxl UUxPDUEUDOOwWIi UOOwI b
home team sidelines and scan everything
from the white line to the benches clear into
UT 1T w OOEOI Uw UOOOB w w uz O
Ul 6uluodasd-

21D T UwEPEaAO?2 w2pPbUUAU
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? OEwxOl EUI wOl I xwEwWO
OO6pPOw (w Ol EOw POYDPUDEOI &
gremlin. He decided to wait a minute before
heading down to the field level to coordinate
the scan. He needed more courage to face the
roaring crowd than he currently had. The
gremlin might make him more confident, or at
least less concerned. He passed the time by
gazing out the lounge window into the hazy
skyline, waiting for the mood -enhancing pill
to kick in.

2T U8 w+ OOD Umupted Bidriehtal B O (
UIT ET UUBww?261 wi 0wl pOs »

?2' 00y 2

8000wl UaOw2EUEUW * E x
him nonchalantly heading for the exit, just as
Ul 1T wil EOl whEUwWT 1 OUDPOT wbO
Ul EVOUPUawOl i PET wOOPwHOuU
applauded silently, receiving a m omentary
pick-me-up from the news. Jack decided to
take a seat for one more minute to stave off
the lingering fatigue.

A commotion coming from the other
side of the main door gave him a slight start.

-97-



Shadow of Turning

The brass door handle jiggled suddenly. The
door flew open, revealing a huge, African-
American man in a Vortex jersey. Being a
sports fan, Jack recognized him instantly as
Mordecai Grillot, starting Line Backer. Girillot

stood firmly. H is narrow eyes could have
been ablaze with the fires of hell as he mack
visual contact with Jack.

Appearing just as surprised to see Jack
EUw) EEQWPEUWUOWUI 1T wi OO
are the other players? Where did you take
UT 1 Oy 2

2311 azUl wl 6POT wOOwWOUT |
YI UAwWUDPEOO? w) EEOQwUI xObI

2(w POOz 0w O] Dwnad dwbauu®:
UT UPOI Ebww?2T 1 wEPEO7z DWE

Jack rose to meet the muscular athlete,
who was issuing profanity. 22T 1 z Uw OC
EEOT I UOwE Gillon axpldsiéd? his right
 PUOwDbOUOW) EEOzUwWOI EOOw
in howling pain. Jack reached for his firearm,
but Grillot, who still had the element of
surprise, hammered his right arm and face
before he could firmly grasp the weapon. Too
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weak to give it his all, Jack could only stumble
against the wall, blood trickling from his nose
down his cheek.

Jack figured that this hulk was in a state
of violent paranoia, similar to what Del
Robins had experienced when he attacked his
brother-in-law. He was likely just as sick as
his teammates, perhaps more.

- OU0wUl Ol OUPOT Ow&aUDOOC
face and upper torso, using a series of
alternating left and right jabs, voicing
profanity -laced threats all the while. Jack
fought to secure his weapon in his right hand,
but the conditioned football player grabbed
Ul T wEIT Ul EUDPYI zUuw b tkedsyUOu
| EPOwUUUT T EwbOwi OUUwOU
Uxx]l UWEOEA3 ww?6EDUNR W w8 !
PpUOOT wiT Uan>w w &UDPOOOU W
Trying to speak into his wrist D -vice, he
Uil OUUI EQw?. i 1 PEIl UwEBDUUU

Given the involuntary ment al state of
his attacker, Jack decided to forego lethal
force and use both hands to defend himself.
Receiving abdominal blows, he wriggled his
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wrist out of the hold. Tripping Grillot up
with his leg just enough so when he thrust all
his weight on his foe, Grillot fell to the floor.
Jack was not going to engage this rage
induced man any more than he had to. Using
his momentary advantage, he crawled toward
the open doorway. Grillot was on his heels,
tackling him flat with all the force of a two -
time All L eague Bowl defenseman. Facing
utter physical and mental exhaustion, he
curled against the wall.
2&PDYIl w il il Uw EEEOR?> w &U
ECUI OxUDPOT wOOwWUT UOUUOIT w
Hurried footsteps rounded the corner.
Two armed police officers appeared,
immediately o rdering Grillot to cease. When
he refused to comply, the cuffs went on before
Jack could say a word. Assuring that Jack was
OUUw O1 w1 E Whe autifarnted afficers
administered an electronic tranquilizer to the
wild Vortex player and dragged him away.
) EEOQwi OUOEWEWEUI EUT wOOwW
get him to the hospital right away. He has
Ul YI Ul wbOUI UOEOwIT T EEwUL
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acknowledged with a grunt, instructing Jack
to stay put until medical help arrived.

Plugging his gushing nose and cradling
his right arm and shoulder, Jack plopped
himself in the middle of the floor, mentally
debating with himself about the prospect of
rising to his feet. Every bone and muscle
seemed to ache and throb. The stuffy heat felt
much worse in the corridor and his sinuses
were stopped up.

?)EEOPI y2w *POPzUw I EC
from his wrist D-YDEI 6w w ?) EEOV
EOUPT T Uyww Ul wadUwbOwlU:

?, OUEI EEPw &UDOOOUW EU
Ul xOPIl Ebww?2(z0wOOEawOoOO
away. He had paranoid, violent tendencies,
juldUO0woODb Ol w#il OB6 2

280Uz Ul wO6O0BGuE BIUXEH 02 u
UEPES w?. Ol wOi wUOT 1 Ul wEEa
up knocked out in a dumpster. By the way,
do you want to know what | found out about
Ul wUOEOQwWUOEUUI Uy -2

Before attempting to acknowledge
*PDODPZUw@UIl Wéed ldsCegraiang tak w E
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a deep breath. As he opened his eyes, the
room seemed to be enveloped in an eerie
shadowy darkness. Jack could barely see a
meter in front of him. The industrial lights
above him were shining as brightly as ever,
but somehow, theiUw OPT T Ow EPEOZ |
walls or floor. They might as well have been
stars shining in deep space with no satellites
to catch their beams.

Jack blinked. No change.

*PDOPow? (wl il EUEWUT EVw
EUUUOEabww' I aOwEUT waodbUlw
A faint green glow fro m around the
EOUOI Uw EEUTT Uw ) EEOzUw |

unusual light flicker slightly, he knew that
something had just gone terribly wrong. Had
Kapoor activated some kind of chemical
incendiary device before his capture?

?) EEOOWEUIl wadbUw O6OEay
OO0YDOI 69

281 El O2w ) EEOw Ul xObPI1
attention to her.

Suddenly, the floor trembled for a
second in the vicinity of the green light. Then
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it trembled again. And again. And again.
Each time, the source of the tremors seemed
to be drawing closer. Footfalls, heavy and
deliberate. One more tremor rumbled as a
large figure stepped around the corner.
Wearing a leather and chain mail tunic, it was
almost as tall as the four-meter-high ceiling.
In its muscular right hand was a huge bladed
scepter on top of which was a brilliantly
burning green flame. On its head was an
oversized helmet made of gold, featuring
jeweled horns and an elongated snout with a
shimmering ring through the nose. The
creature glared at Jack through eyeholes
glowing green, taking one or two steps closer
to the battered detective.

Fear gripped Jack at the sight of this
figure. His heart began to beat furiously until
it felt like he was out of breath. There was no
mistaking what was happening. The
menacing creature was completely familiar to
him.

Mister Bull King.
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11.

A Few Seconds Later
The Shadow and the Spider

Kimi stood near a window on the 38®
floor near the Conifer lab after placing results
Ol wUOI 1l wUOEOwW UOEUUI Uz Uw
digital wall display. She held a portable D-
vice on which was the image of her partner on
the floor in the stadium, holding his bloody
nose, crouching in a defensive posture.
26T EOzUwphPUOOT Ow) EEOQY
seemed to be too focused on whatever he was
looking atto reply 8 ww? ( Uw, OUEIT EED
#OwaoOUwoOl 1 EwOOUT wli i Oxy 2
2(6(z7O0OwOOEaOw( wi Ul UUC
As usual, Jack was trying to be the
macho cop, shunning assistance. His
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behavior, however, was more than a little
x] EUOPEUS W w*DOPw EOUOE w
upper body in his wrist D-Y DET z UuH¥D E |
hollow expression betrayed the tempest in his
soul. Even as he rose to his feethowever,
there was no indication of what was
happening in front of him that could be
causing his unrest. There were no noises
exceptfor the distant stadium crowd.
2800wl0U0UOWUT E0wUOP0wW
*DOPWUEOOEl ESww?61T EVUWE
Jack turned his device to allow Kimi to view
what was in front of him. There was just an
empty cement hallway, wide and brightly lit.

In short breaths, Jack said,
22001l EOEaoUIl xOUPUDPOOI Ew

?(w PEUw UDBIT UO? w * DO
diagramed its trajectory. | can show it to you.
(UzU0wxO0POUPOT wubl T DwE U wW
(ZzOwUUDPOOWPEDPUDOT wi GUwU
collaborate, but6 ?

?2- 002w ) EEOw POUI UUUXx L
EOOzUOUDOEI UUUEOCEB3 ww ( Dw |
i1 PwOPOUUI UwET 06~
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?2- OOwPUWEDPEOZUO? w* pO
known for his erratic behavior, but this was
odd, even for him. She watched the video as
Jack tripped down the hallway into what
OUUUWTEYTI wEIT OQwUT 1 wxOE
slammed the door behind him.

(0w OEaw il EYI wEITl 06 x
EI OET 1T U6 EwpPT DOI wEl OOwWEU
ITTUI 6ECEW( wOI 1 EwUOwWT 1 Uwl

Jack continued across the room, slipping
out another door into an off ice space. Kimi
heard someone ask Jack to identify himself,

i O000PI EwEaw) EEOzZUwWEDUI
&Gl UwoOUUnwwl1UOwi OUw aodil
through another door and plopped himself in

a chair.

Starting to catch his breath, he said,
2(zY!l whlpblUOwiUBWw ET EUT wEC
in the Vortex lounge, and after they carried
&UPOOOUwWEPEaG6(wi EOOUEDO
OOOUUI Ud~»

*POPWEDPEOzZUwWOI T EwUOuU
immediately summoned medical help for
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) EEOOwUEaABDOT Ow?2$Yi vuaull b
YouhEYT wOT 1 wOUUx]I EUwbOWEL
Finally catching his breath, Jack
Ul UxOOEI EQw ?231 1 Ul zoUle EO
winced in agony. ? ( UwUUEOUwWwUOuw

OOP& -~

? OOU0T 1T UwUUUxIT EUyY 2

281 ETl ww2 001l EOEawUl x ¢
toaster in the time between when Poppy
passedOUUWEOEwWOOP6~» ww) EEOU
POwi PUWET EPUOWEOEwWPDOEI

Not only did Kimi feel helpless to assist
her partner from her remote location, but she
began to feel physical pain along with her
partner and friend. Then, she considered
what he had said. The rock toaster was not
remotely repositionable. How was it possible
that someone could have moved it? She had
been in front of it most of the time since her
arrival. She and Carol Burr.

Come to think of it, Burr had been
present when Jack had told her he was
relocating the sick players to the lounge. Burr
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had been at its controls when she extracted
the trajectory data. Was it possible that Carol
Burr was the missing link in the investi gation?

Kimi approached Burr as she stood in
UT T w" O00PI 1 UwOEEGww2UI UC
(zOwl OPOT WwUOwWI EYT wUOWE !
UUOEUDPOOwWPDPUT wol 862

261 obl ay-

P(wl EYT wEwWi T PwOUT T Uw
EUOQwaOUwbPOWEwWOOUI weEOOUU:
Burr bolted toward the exit where Kimi
was standing, closing the distance between
herself and Kimi too quickly for Kimi to react
further. Kimi drew her weapon, but Burr was
prepared. The HalmanAbramsSatalini
employee snatched the weapon out of her

hands and continued out into the hall.

P2UEaw EEEOnR?> w ! UUUw U
pointed the weapon at Kimi, though still
running.

Calling to the voice recognition D -vice
POwi T Uwl UO0Ow* POPWUEDPEOW
status indicator on the weapon immediately
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U0OUOI Ewl WidéaGidatedundw. URrop
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Burr dashed into a waiting elevator,
disabled weapon still in hand. Clearly, she
had a contingency plan in mind. Kimi called
| OUWEEEOUxwUOWEOYI UWEOO
she summoned another elevator.

*PDOPzUw 1 OlhadE ed graund | E E
floor. Cautiously, she stepped out into the
atrium. There was no sign of her suspect.

? OAaEOCEawUlI T wilTUy2 ww3i |
the basement responded in the negative, as
EPEw) UOw, EVUUOOUOOW* POD
who waited by the main entrance.

22T T wOPT T Owi EYIl wi 600
i OOOUO?> wUT 1T wUIT EVUPVawT U
D-YDEIl Sww?6 EDUSww3T 1T Ul wl
Kimi was able to view the video from a
rooftop camera, showing Burr rushing around
randomly, probably trying to locate the
emergency chute.

Another elevator ride later, Kimi and
Matsumoto were on the roof. As soon as
Carol saw them, she darted directly for the
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northwest lip. Kimi froze in her tracks,
UT QU0 0wa] DiwRPUTl z UwdOPT 1 UIT

/| OEEDOT w* OBz Uwdowhl Ol
her pants, Carol climbed up on the safety
fence, peering down over the edge. Her small
D-vice alerted her of her precarious position.
Matsumoto drew his weapon and started
jogging toward her. Kimi told him to hold his
position and not fire.

? UDWwaOOEay?2 w* DPODPWEUC
was still a good five -second run from her. She
reasoned that Carol might be having rock
toasterrD OEUET EwxEUEOOPEGS w w
T OPOT wOOwWI UUOWadUs 2

?2( WEOOzZ UWEEUI O2 w" EUOC

P#O0Owadlwli il webaEOEaA w
and Off PETl Uw, ECUUOOUOY 2 w* E
EPDUET UOw" EUOOZUwWUUEUT wod

2/ Ol EUI wi OWEPEAaAO? w" EL

Kimi  remembered that Carol had
UOUET T EwUT 1 wUOEOQwWUOEUUI
had a chance to scan for traces. Perhaps she
had been attempting to cover her tracks from
EOQwl EUOPI UwUPOIl ww2T 1 wE
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Aa0U0wxOPOUWUTT w! UT O zUwW"
UOEEay-»

? & Ow E b E a0D repeated, Uscooting
down the edge of the fence, searching for
some way to escape.

After having experienced the effects of a
Buhnez Uw" OOUOOwT 1 UUIT Of OwE
of dealing with the alcohol- and drug-
DPOXxEDPUI EOw*DOPWEI EPEI Eu
and words were those of someone too
coherent to be under the influence of an
invisible beam. Moving a few steps closer to
her suspedd Ow UT T wETI EQOEUI EQw ?
that that machine could kill somebody. Why
EPEwaOUwWEOwWDHhUY »

Carol climbed to the top of the fence.

?- 08ww/ Ol EUI ww( wEEOZz UB -

Realizing what was happening, Kimi
called for a jumper rescue. Fighting an
intense urge to stop being a cop and talk this
POOEOWEOPOOwW* DOPWEUOI EO
you point the rock toaster at Poppy Frainey?
311 azoO0wlUi OOwOIl wil YI Owbi
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The distraught mining tech peered
down the ledge at the atrium roof fifty -eight
i OOOUUWET O1 EUT wi T Ubww?/
UOEI UUUEOGEwW( whEUWET DOT w

?! OEEOOEDPOI Eyww6l OQwbp
aOUy wwe EVwPUW2EUEUwW* Ex O

"EUOOwW O000aw Ul UxOOEI F
i EOPOad-~

261 EUWEEOUUwWaoOUUwi EOE
UE a wl o? zPleasé& tell me andget down here
now!?

Kimi could hear the status updates of

what was happening on the ground. Police
EQOEwUI EUUPUAWT EEWXxUOOI |
slime spider, which was a huge, fireproof,
stretchable pouch meant to assist in rescuing
fire victims and suicidals from tall structures.
Its massive array of small feet, covered with
orange adhesive goo, could cling to any
smooth metal or glass surface and move up
heights far in excess of any ground-based
ladder. The slime spider was beginning its
ascent directly beneath Carol.
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P(WEEOzUn>w"EUOOWEUBD
gripping the simulated wrought iron fence.

261 EOWEPEwW* ExOOUwWUEa
EIl OEOEI Ew UOw OOOPB W w ?6
EUUUOEaAawUPT T UwoOOPBdww' T u
UPT T OwUT DWEQOED&a&®OEQ@T I Uuw
delicately inched closer to Carol.

Still gripping the fence, Carol hoisted
her outside leg around her body. This caused
her to lose her center of gravity, and her body
began to slip over the outer side of the fence.

In the process, she somehow let go. Though
Kimi ran as fast as she could to the fence, she
was not fast enough to rescue Carol or stop
her from her striking her head on the corner
of the solid steel edge of the building on her
way down, down, down.

The bars were too close together on the
fence for Kimi to poke her head through, but
UTTwilTEUEWUTT w?2xi PUOxC
OEOEI EwbOUPET wUT T wUxPEI
automatically around her like a gigantic
Venus flytrap.
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Matsumoto approached Kimié w w ? 21
dropped this oYl Uw UT 1T Ul O2w T 1 u
handed Kimi her weapon, still deactivated.

Both officers rushed to the elevator. Kimi
barely had time to check on Jack, who was
being taken to an ambulance.

At the base of the building, the spider
was already on the ground. As the sack
opened, Kimi cautiously readied her weapon;
regardless of her condition, Carol Burr was
still under arrest. However, even in the three
minutes before emergency medical workers
arrived, Kimi discerned easily that no arrest
would be necessary. Even though the spider
had caught Carol, it had obviously been too
far beneath her to break her momentum.
%UOOw " EUOOzZUw HONUUDI UOU
death was more due to full body trauma than
head injury.

When the crowd dispersed and they
transported Carolz Uw EOEaw EPEa
dismissed Matsumoto. She preferred to take
public transportation to the hospital to meet
Jack. She needed some time alone on the
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motor carriage to reflect and shed a few tears
before she had to be the tough cop and
supportive best frie nd.
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12.

Monday, October 12
Grabbing the Shadow

Seven people sat in imitation leather
chairs scattered casually around a cozy room
featuring a rock garden, several hand-woven
rugs, and a gigantic digital display on one
wall configured to depict a lush rain forest.
The greet room within Grant Valley Medical
Designs was meant to convey the comfort and
friendliness of a luxurious family cabin.
Vince Patrice, President of the Board, desired
this for all his guests, but friendliness was
especially important for the guest currently
entering the room from the more businesslike
lobby. Sarat Kapoor issued greetings to the
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seven board members present before he took
a seat next to Patrice.
261 zUIl wEIOPTT Ul EwUOuU
[T Ul QOw, UGwW*ExOOD®6G1 w/OBdL
PUzUw T BT T Oaw UOUUUEOw U
contracts in person these days, but | was able
UOWEUUI OEOI wEOOwWOI wuUb -~
?"1 UUEPOOGaAOwW (w UOEI U
replied with a bland smile. He scanned the
room partially to take in its décor, but also to
make eye contact with each party. He noticed
one person he did not recognize from his
previous interactions with Grant Valley: a
boisterous-looking middle -aged fellow
sporting a large moustache. This man nodded
in return.
2(ZEwODQ@UOwWwOI T Uw) EO
Patrice  motioned at the wunfamiliar man.
?2' 1 zUwOUUwWOI Pl UODWEOEUE w
Kapoor OOE E| E wE U@ Wiwl?w ® B
| heard that you had to conduct an emergency
1 Ol EUPOOwWUOwWUI xOEET wOOI1
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20xEUUI Ew EPEaAaO?2w / EU
281 UG w w 400 OU RabdE &nd thér O w
| UOUEEOCEWEDI EwbOwWUT I DU wWI

?,aw EOOEOOI OEI UO? w * E
Ux OOl whpPUT wil UwOOWOEEEU
her go. Good to meet you, though, Mr.
%UOUUDI 62

2211 w PEUw Ew T OOEwW 1| |
EOOUEDI OUPOUUwW EUUR GBI UP
2' ObPl YI UOwUIT wbhPEUWEOQUO
ET EPOUUWUOGEEaAzUwYI UaweEL
our vote was 3-4 against our desperately
needed sale to you. With James Frostie in our
corner, our vote was 4+ wbOwi EYOUGB »

2(wi EEOCzOwU0l OU% wm©OG
remarked as he straightened his hand-tailored
UUOPUBw w ?281 UOw [ EUIl w PO
UOOI UPOI UGB~

The group spent a few more minutes
exchanging pleasantries and breaking the ice
before it was time for business. Speaking to
UT T wl UOUx Ow*Gkart O&lleyus SUED E O
a unigue company, and | cannot seem to make
the same things happen in my business as you

-119-



Shadow of Turning

have done here. It would be my pleasure to
take you all under my wings. | trust you have
EWEOEUOI OU0wi OUwOdI y 2

261 WEOO>»>w/ EUUPEI WwEEO

UUEOQOUI T UUI EwEWEOEWN@] OUw

WEDT PUEOwxI UUOOHieD Ua
informed him that the contract was exactly
identical to the one he had been allowed to
review over the past week. He, in turn,
transferred his side of the contract over to the
board members for their final review.

? Ul w0l 1l Ul wEOa umd@d) O
EPUEUUUDOOY 2 w/ EUUPET wEU
round of nays, he directed them to validate
the contract, which they all did by placing
their fingers on their D-Y D E T Uz sednfeO1 |
There was no need for more, as each member
had thoroughly reviewed the cont ract
beforehand.

Kapoor validated his side of the contract
with a ceremonial wave of his wrist before the
final finger ID. After three more minutes of
third -party legal validation via D -vice, a
congratulatory letter was sent to each of the
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participants and the sale of Grant Valley
, l EDPEEOw #1 UPT OUw UOw 2EU
company was complete.
As Kapoor was commending the board
members on their inclusion into his family,
the man with the moustache rose, standing in
front of the main door. He said to Kapoor,
DOEOQUET wUPOwWOOUI wl UT UUOU
rest of the board became silent, almost
UOOET Ud ww? 8 O Uudatadw® iOdn, au-
The back door opened. Kapoor clutched
the sides of his chair in complete shock as Jack
Tate and Fey Robins entered.
*ExOOUWUEPEwWUOwW/ EVUDE
PEUwWEI EES&>2> ww/ EOVUUPEIT wUED
After a quick exchange of glimpses with
Fey, Jack declare®w P 2 EUEUw * Ex OO
under arrest for the murder of Rundel Robins,
conspiracy to commit murder against Law
Officer Kimi Arimuro, conspiracy to commit
murder against Fey Robins, conspiracy to
commit murder against Anthony Garza,
conspiracy to commit mur der against the
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10EDPOUzw ET DPOEUI OOw #0O00O
blackmail leading to the commission of a
felony against Carol Burr, and two counts of
the deployment of a device of terrorism. The
[ TEUwPPOOwWwxUOEEEQaAaWEEE W
2( OxOUUPEOI n2>di* ExOOUu
2&PYI wbUwUx 0?2 w) EEOQwU]
to the hospital recently, and it not so
coincidentally happened that | met your
girlfriend in the emergency ward. She told
Ol wUT EVwUT T wEPEOZ UWE x x U
as an accessory, and she confirmed that on
both occasions in question, she appeared at
UT 1T wl1O0EPOUZzZwl OUUT wdOwa
the vital link we needed0 Qwx UOUT EUUT
2800wkl Ul wUOET UwOUEIT L
[T UwbpbDUIl OUO0wWI 1 UwOEPAIl Un:
2.1 0w T1TUw OEPal Uw PEL
nodded. 22T 1T wi O0wWl T UwOpPOwOo|
would look after her own interests instead of
aoduuus -~
After quickly glancing around the room,
Kapoor shot up from his chair, bolting for the
main door. To his surprise, the man he knew
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as Mr. Frostie clotheslined him across the
neck, clutched his upper body, and threw him
to the ground without mercy. Jack hurried to
the commotion, rolling Kapoor around to
apply handcuffs behind his back. To Mr.
%UOUUDPI Ow ) EEOw UEPEOW ? 3
#1 OEOEDI dww( Uw b OpiddészifY I u
UT T Ul wi EEOzUwWET T OwEwUIl Y
Grinning from cheek to cheek, Art
#1 OEOCOEDPI wUI xObPl EOw? Oauw
when you asked me to do a few minutes of
undercover work, | thought you meant do
UOOT whpOUOWUBET Uwl0T 1 WEOY
DwU0T 1T wbl 001 wUT POT whb!
EUOI EwEUw#1 OECEDPI wxUOOI
UEOI y 2
23171 WUEOT whEUwx Ol OUa
out from across the room,? " T EOT DOT wb?
to yes was a small price to pay for playing a
part in your ruin. Business will g o on without
a0UB8wwbel zOOwWUxI OEWEOOwa
with our products while you crawl around in
aOUUWEOOEUI Ul wOEA&T woObPOI |
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) EEOQwUUTl xxT EwbO6 wuw?(
excitement our trapped rat can handle for one
EEaAd6? ww' | wE @Kapsor aioOtkeD | w
building into a police vehicle. Kimi was there,
waiting for them, having monitored the whole
affair. She told the driver to return to the
district station without her because she would
be spending the rest of the day with Jack and
Art on some well deserved time off.

231 EOwpbl O0UwUUUxUPUDO
UEPEWEUwWl I wEGOEwW UUwOI Uw
PUzUwWUDPOI wUOOWOEOT wi OOE U
EOOw i Ow UOw"' 01T EOzUw 6 DOI
i OOEUI wEOEWEUDOOUGB »

2(w UO7T OUTT UOw adbUzEw OI
Ul xOPl E6w w ?, aw il UUEEOQEU
1 YI OPOT whpbbUT wOUUWUOOWPD
began strolling down the sidewalk toward the
motor carriage stop that would take them to
the restaurant.

?' ObzUwabUUwUI EOYI Ua
Jack asked Kimi.

2 (20w UUB® QD sle¢pE & Unight
EI EEUUT woOl wUOi 1 woObI T UOEL
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since | got hit with the rock toaster. Other
than that, | feel fine and my brain scans are
normal. The big question is how a OUz U
recovering. You got hit a lot worse than |
EDEG?

2, 1 yuuQuwidUrwi 1 EEEET 1 U
a psychotropic regimen for quite a while. |
EEOzUwOl Il xwdhawl UOwEawob
EOEUOUzUw Ei UEPEw (z00uw I
UOOi 601 6~

UUOWET DOl EwbOd ww?22 00U

lot of excitement. You guys are lucky to be
EOPYI 62

*DOPWUEPEOW? ( wUUDOOWE
l UUUWUEOT wEOOUUOOWOI wda

(w UUPOOwWw EEOzUwWEI ODPI
OEOl wbUw! EUOI a0?2 w) EEOwN
out what happened with that whole blackmail
EOT Ol 62

2.1 OwUT EUO? w*DODPw UEH
dead, DDI let me look a little deeper into her
digital records. From what | can piece
together, Kapoor found out about the rock
UOEUUI UwWEOEwWPUUWEEDODU:
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brain. He had to find someone at
HalmanAbramsSatalini  whom he could
manipulate into aiding him. He did some
digging and found that Burr was involved in
some sex slave trafficking some years ago, so
Kapoor blackmailed her into aiming the
EIl YPET whT 1 Ul wil whphEOUI EG:
UOwWEUOI EOw? OEwaobUuwl
[T WOUPEOI Ew/ OxxawwUEDOI
Kimi exx OEPOI ESww?6T1T 1 Ow
her, she swore up and down that he told her
to spy on Fey Robins because she was a rival
who was partnering with organized crime to
take him down. She claims she never knew
*ExOOUwli EEWEOCawWwOEOPEDOU
231 EQwUIl Ofa@dl Unuobrised ©
OEOI wOOET w*ExOOUwWT OUwWEC
| OxxazUwi EE] wE x%d EISaral w P
Il EUWET 1 OwWEUUI U0l EO?2 wi 1 w
23T EOOwW &OEOC>w UT 1T w UDI
10EDPOUWOOEAY »
22T T zU0wRNUUUOwi DOT 6w w
between you and the Head" OEET y »
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261 O0O0OwW( 7 OwOOwWxEDE W f
medically cleared, so that might be the rest of
Ul 1T wUl EUODOG »

?2(w UOEI UUUEOEwW UT EUO-»
know, | never got a chance to talk to you
about your experiences when you were under
the spell of the column. What was it like for
aoly»

2(wNUUOwi T ODWUPEOWEOE
EOEEOwWOUUO? w/ Oxxawl BxOE
thought | was dying, but then, | saw my
grandmother come for me, and | knew
I YIUaUOl pOT whEUwWOOEAaS »

?. OEAWEI EEUUT walbUUuwl
there to comfort you on your journey to the
OUT 1T UwUDPET y 2

?2-002wUT |1 WETUEOOI EBd wt
is still alive and | visit her regularly. Th EUz U
I OPw( wOOIl Pw( 2P0 WUI E
UEPESww? (wil Ul U0w (dap@®dw E
aOUUwEOGai UPl OEzZUwUUDPEOG
me there as the arresting officer and as a
OEUI UPEOwPBHUOI UUB -~
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?$-BOai UDPTI OEO2 wUT 1T whbH(
off.

The three detectives stood on the street

corner for anther few minutes waiting for
their motor carriage to arrive. A young man
in a business suit started to cross the street at
the pedestrian zone. Suddenly, the motor
carriage arrived down the next cross street.
As it turned the corner, it came within half a
meter of striking the young man. The driver
immediately stopped and the young man
began shouting at him.

?2' OOEwWwOO00?2 w) EEOQOWUEDE
the location of the incident. Jack recorded the
EUBDYI Uz UwbOx1 UEU &idaa®dIedE |
the motor carriage continue to the stop.

? # Ouwbe@erites EUD YT wOPOI wl
young man fumed.

?2-00?2w) EEOQOWUEPEOW?. O
UT 1T O6ww Ul wadlwyYbUBUDOT

2(wNUUOwUl OOGEEUI Ewl 1 1
OPYDPOI wbOwS$EUUI UOwWw $UUOD
UEPES ww? Ul waOUWEWEOxYy ?
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TaUl Ow#1 OYI Uw/ OOPEI w5D0OO0
2-PDEIT wOOwOI 1 Uwaodls > w
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Wolfield. Thanks for checking on the
UPUUEUDPOOwWI OUwOoIl d ww( wdOP
?-Ow xEAEEEOw Ol EIl UUEL
turning around to join his work pals. Before
he reached the motor carriage, now waiting
quite cordially for him, the sound of
thundering footsteps and an eerie green glow
from behind startled him. Spinning around,
he saw, only for a fraction of a second, his
menacing, bull-faced adversary standing next
to Mr. Wolfield, as if it was waiting for
Wolfield to give it the command to attack.
Jack shook off the vision, knowing that
it was only the influence of the shadow. His
medication would soon heal him of the
delusions that could only interfere with his
destiny.
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