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1. 
 

Monday, September 14 

The Shadow Strikes  

 

Ɂ'Ìɯ ÞÌÕÛɯ ÕÜÛÚȮɂɯ #ÌÕÝÌÙɯ /ÖÓÐÊÌɯ

Detective Jack Tate commented quietly to his 

partner, Kimi  Arimuro , as he surveyed the 

master bedroom of the Robins house.  The 

fine sheets on the oak bed were rumpled.  

Bottles of perfume and trinkets were strewn 

ÐÕɯËÐÚÈÙÙÈàɯÖÕɯÛÏÌɯÓÈËàɀÚɯËÙÌÚÚÌÙȭɯɯ ɯÊÙàÚÛÈÓɯ

lamp was toppled on the floor in the corner.  

Curled on the floor between  the bed and a 

window was the main attraction: the body of 

1ÜÕËÌÓɯ Ɂ#ÌÓɂɯ 1ÖÉÐÕÚȭɯ ɯ 3Öɯ )ÈÊÒȮɯ 1ÖÉÐÕÚɯ

appeared to be a distinguished man of 

perhaps fifty  with dark skin and silvering 

temples.  The left side of his face bore two 

bruises and a deep laceration.  An anguished 
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wince was frozen on his face.  His teeth were 

clenched and his hands had barely released 

his head from their grip.  

Ɂ3ÏÈÛɀÚɯ ÞÏÈÛɯ ÛÏÌɯ ÍÈÔÐÓàɀÚɯ ËÌÚÊÙÐ×ÛÐÖÕɯ

ÞÈÚȭɯ ɯ 'Ìɯ ÞÌÕÛɯ ÕÜÛÚȮɂɯ )ÈÊÒɯ ÙÌ×ÌÈÛÌËɯ ÈÚɯ ÏÌɯ

reviewed the text and audio briefs on his 

handheld  digital D -vice, which allowed him 

ÛÖɯÈÊÊÌÚÚɯÈɯÔàÙÐÈËɯÖÍɯËÈÛÈɯÚÛÖÙÌËɯÖÕɯ##(ɀÚɯ

central, global network.  

Ɂ8ÖÜɯÚÏÖÜÓËɯÏÈÝÌɯÍÜÕɯÊÖÕËÜÊÛÐng the 

ÐÕÛÌÙÝÐÌÞÚȮɂɯ *ÐÔÐ responded.  You can 

×ÙÌÛÌÕËɯàÖÜɀÙÌɯÚÛÐÓÓɯÈɯÙÌ×ÖÙÛÌÙȭɂ 

 Jack scoffed.  Being a detective allowed 

him  to exercise his problem solving skills and 

become involved in the situation in a way that 

he had not been able to do in his earlier years 

as a journalist.  He left the technical aspects of 

ÊÙÐÔÌɯ ÚÊÌÕÌɯ ÐÕÝÌÚÛÐÎÈÛÐÖÕɯ ÛÖɯ ÏÐÚɯ ×ÈÙÛÕÌÙȯɯ Ɂ(ɯ

think you can do your  ÔÜÓÛÐÚÊÈÕɯÕÖÞȭɂ 

Kimi retrieved a flat multiscanning 

wand from its carrying case.  Methodically, 

she skimmed the wand a few centimeters 

above the various surfaces and furniture in 

the room.  The electronic wand collected 
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extensive data about the materials and 

substances that passed beneath it, effectively 

creating a forensic snapshot of the scene, 

forever preserving it for the investigation.  As 

she scanned the crime scene, a voice from the 

wand would occasionally tell her to back up 

or re-scan an area or slow down.  

Glancing again around the room, Jack 

asked, Ɂ#ÖÌÚÕɀÛɯÛÏÐÚɯroom sort of remind you 

of that movie where Kesha Arnold and Chris 

Uruba ÞÌÙÌɯÓÖÊÒÌËɯÐÕɯÛÏÌÐÙɯÔÖÛÏÌÙɀÚɯÏÖÜÚÌȳɯɯ(ɯ

forget the name of it, but it came out around 

ƖƔƘƖȭɂ 

Ɂ(ÛɯÞÈÚɯYour Point Is, ÈÕËɯÐÛɯÞÈÚɯÐÕɯɀƘƕȮɂɯ

Kimi replied without taking her eyes off her 

work.  ɁExcept this room has more tan in it, 

and ÛÏÌÙÌɀÚɯÕÖɯalligatorȭɂ 

Jack preferred not to wait the half hour 

that it would take  for Kimi to finish her scan, 

so he wandered downstairs to the living 

ÙÖÖÔȭɯ ɯ #ÌÓɀÚɯ ÞÐÍÌȮɯ %ÌàȮɯ ÚÈÛɯ ÖÕɯ ÛÏÌɯ ÊÖÜÊÏȮɯ

sobbing a little, cuddling and comforting their 

two small children.  She was a Hispanic lady 

who appeared to be ten years younger than 



Shadow of Turning 
 

- 4 -  

her husband, sporting a professional suit and 

authentic gem jewelry.  Her brother, Anthony 

Garza, held a compress to a bleeding wound 

on the corner of his mouth as he sat at the 

guest bar.  Garza was of immediate interest to 

Jack. 

Ɂ ÙÌɯ àÖÜɯ ÙÌÈËàɯ ÛÖɯ ÎÐÝÌɯ àÖÜÙɯ ÍÖÙÔÈÓɯ

ÚÛÈÛÌÔÌÕÛȮɯ ,Ùȭɯ &ÈÙáÈȳɂɯ )ÈÊÒɯ ÈÚÒÌËɯ ÈÚɯ ÏÌɯ

grabbed a barstool.  After Garza nodded, Jack 

prepared his D-vice to record the video and 

audio of the statement. 

Ɂ(ɯÚÞÌÈÙɯ(ɯËÐËÕɀÛɯÒÕÖÞɯÛÏÈÛɯ(ɯÞÖÜÓËɯÒÐÓÓɯ

ÏÐÔȮɂɯ &ÈÙáÈɯ ÉÌÎÈÕȮɯ ØÜÐÝÌÙÐÕÎɯ ÚÓÐÎÏÛÓàȭɯ ɯ Ɂ(ɯ

ÙÌÈÓÓàɯÓÐÒÌËɯ#ÌÓȭɯɯ(ɀËɯÕÌÝÌÙɯÏÜÙÛɯÏÐÔɯÜÕÓÌÚÚɯ(ɯ

had to.  It was just that he ÍÓÐ××ÌËɯÖÜÛȭɂ 

Ɂ(ɯ ÕÌÌËɯ ÛÖɯ ÒÕÖÞɯ ÏÖÞɯ ÈÓÓɯ ÛÏÈÛɯ ÊÈÔÌɯ

ÈÉÖÜÛȮɂɯ)ÈÊÒɯÚÈÐËȭ 

&ÈÙáÈɯÛÖÖÒɯÈɯËÌÌ×ɯÉÙÌÈÛÏȭɯɯɁ(ÛɯÞÈÚɯÈÉÖÜÛɯ

17:30. Del, Fey, the kids and I were having a 

happy, normal supper in the dining room.  

Donavan, their oldest, was griping that he had 

a headache, and Del got really mad at him.  

Then, he got mad at Fey because the spaghetti 

ÞÈÚÕɀÛɯÔÈËÌɯÙÐÎÏÛȮɯÉÜÛɯÐÛɯÞÈÚɯÏÖÞɯÚÏÌɯÈÓÞÈàÚɯ
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makes it.  It was like he was getting mad at 

ÌÝÌÙàÛÏÐÕÎɯÈÕËɯÌÝÌÙàÉÖËàȮɯÈÕËɯÛÏÈÛɯÐÚÕɀÛɯÓÐÒÌɯ

ÏÐÔȭɂ 

Ɂ ÕËɯÛÏÌÕȳɂɯ)ÈÊÒɯÈÚÒÌËȭ 

Ɂ3ÏÈÛɀÚɯÞÏÌÕɯhe got really weird.  He 

was looking out the windows, and started 

ÚÈàÐÕÎɯÛÏÐÕÎÚɯÓÐÒÌȮɯɁ3ÏÌàɀÙÌɯÏÌÙÌȵɯɯ#ÖÕɀÛɯÓÌÛɯ

ÛÏÌÔɯÎÌÛɯÔÌȵɂ 

Ɂ6ÏÖɯÞÈÚɯÏÌÙÌȳɂ 

&ÈÙáÈɯÚÏÙÜÎÎÌËȭɯɯɁ(ɯËÖÕɀÛɯÒÕÖÞȭɯɯ6ÌɯÈÓÓɯ

got up and looked outside.  I even went out 

and looked for footprints, but  there was 

nobody there.  Then, he ran upstairs to the 

bedroom and slammed the door.  Fey decided 

I should check on him, so I went up and there 

he was with his back against the wall.  He 

ÚÈÐËȮɯȿ+ÌÈÝÌɯÔÌɯÈÓÖÕÌȵɯɯ8ÖÜɀÙÌɯÖÕÌɯÖÍɯÛÏÌÔȵɯɯ

8ÖÜɀÙÌɯÕÖÛɯÎÖÐÕÎɯÛÖɯÛÈÒÌ ÔÌȵɀɯɯ(ɯÈÚÒÌËɯÏÐÔɯ

again who he was talking about, but he 

attacked me.  I told him he was crazy and to 

ÎÌÛɯÖÍÍɯÔÌȮɯÉÜÛɯÏÌɯÞÖÜÓËÕɀÛȭɯɯ'ÌɯÏÐÛɯÔÌɯÈɯÍÌÞɯ

times and grabbed my throat like he wanted 

ÛÖɯÊÏÖÒÌɯÔÌȭɂ 
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&ÈÙáÈɯ×ÈÜÚÌËȭɯɯ'ÐÚɯÌàÌÚɯÞÌÓÓÌËɯÜ×ȭɯɯɁ(ɯ

had to defend myself somehow.  It was like he 

had the strength of a gang.  I grabbed a light 

from the dresser and whacked him with it a 

few timesȱ(ɯÚÞÌÈÙɯÐÛɯÞÈÚÕɀÛɯÝÌÙàɯÏÈÙËȭ  At 

ÍÐÙÚÛȮɯÐÛɯËÐËÕɀÛɯÏÈÝÌɯÈÕàɯÌÍÍÌÊÛȮɯÉÜÛɯÈÍÛÌÙɯÈɯÍÌÞɯ

more times, he let go of me and fell into the 

corner.  Then he grabbed his head and started 

screaming.  I stood there for a few minutes 

ÜÕÛÐÓɯÏÌɯØÜÐÌÛÌËɯËÖÞÕɯÉÌÊÈÜÚÌɯ(ɯËÐËÕɀÛɯÒÕÖÞɯ

what else to do.  It was then that I saw that he 

ÞÈÚÕɀÛɯÉÙÌÈÛÏÐÕÎȮɯÚÖɯ(ɯÊÈÓÓÌËɯÍÖÙɯÔÌËÐÊÈÓȭɂ 

After getting more de tails, Jack decided 

that Anthony Garza had contributed his full 

story.  Once Kimi came back downstairs as 

FeyɀÚɯÔÖÛÏÌÙɯarrived to take the two kids to 

stay with her.  Jack proceeded to question 

,ÙÚȭɯ 1ÖÉÐÕÚȭɯ ɯ 2ÏÌɯ ËÌÚÊÙÐÉÌËɯ ÏÌÙɯ ÏÜÚÉÈÕËɀÚɯ

descent into rage and fear in similar terms as 

Anthony had.  

Ɂ'ÌɯÛÖÓËɯÜÚɯÕÖÛɯÛÖɯÓÌÛɯÛÏÌɯËÌÔÖÕÚɯÛÈÒÌɯ

ÏÐÔȮɂɯÚÏÌɯÚÈÐËɯÈÚɯÚÏÌɯËÌÚÊÙÐÉÌËɯ#ÌÓɀÚɯÍÐÛɯÈÛɯÛÏÌɯ

table. 

Ɂ#ÌÔÖÕÚȳɂɯ)ÈÊÒɯÙÌ×ÌÈÛÌËȭ 
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Ɂ(ɀÔɯÚÖÙÙàȮɂɯ%ÌàɯÙÌ×ÓÐÌËȭɯɯɁ(ɯËÖÕɀÛɯÛÏÐÕÒɯ

he used that word.  I was projecting my own 

ÍÌÌÓÐÕÎÚȭɂ 

Ɂ6ÏÈÛɯËÖɯàÖÜɯÔÌÈÕȳɂɯ*ÐÔÐɯÈÚÒÌË. 

Ɂ(ɯËÐËÕɀÛɯÛÌÓÓɯÈÕàÖÕÌɯÛÏÐÚɯÉÌÍÖÙÌɯÉÌÊÈÜÚÌɯ

(ɯËÐËÕɀÛɯÞÈÕÛɯÛÖɯÚÊÈÙÌɯÛÏÌɯÊÏÐÓËÙÌÕȮɂɯ%ÌàɯÚÈÐËȭɯɯ

Ɂ(ɯÍÌÓÛɯÈÕɯÌÝÐÓɯÚÏÈËÖÞɯÓÖÖÔÐÕÎɯÈÙÖÜÕËɯÛÏÌɯ

house during supper.  It was the most 

×ÖÞÌÙÍÜÓȮɯÔÖÚÛɯÌÝÐÓɯ×ÙÌÚÌÕÊÌɯ(ɀÝÌɯÌÝÌÙɯÍÌÓÛȭɯɯ(Ûɯ

wasÕɀÛɯÚÖɯÉÈËɯÐÕɯÛÏÌɯÍÈÔÐÓàɯÙÖÖÔɯÖÙɯÖÜÛÚÐËÌȮɯ

but it, or they, or whatever, seemed to be 

lurking in the  ËÐÕÐÕÎɯÙÖÖÔȭɯɯ(ɀÔɯÛÏÌɯÚÛÙÖÕÎ 

Catholic of the family, and I inherited my 

ÔÈÔÈɀÚɯÈÉÐÓÐÛàɯÛÖɯÚÌÕÚÌɯÛÏÌɯÚ×ÐÙÐÛÜÈÓɯÞÖÙÓËȭɯɯ

Del always thought I was out of my min d, 

and tonight, I was hoping that he could finally 

feel something that was real and take me 

seriouslyȮɯÚÖɯ(ɯËÐËÕɀÛɯÚÈàɯÈÕàÛÏÐÕÎȭɯɯ3ÏÌÕɯÏÌɯ

ÞÌÕÛɯÜ×ÚÛÈÐÙÚȮɯÈÕËɯ(ɯËÐËÕɀÛɯÏÈÝÌɯÈɯÊÏÈÕÊÌȱɂɯ

Fey paused to compose herself.  Anthony 

knelt next to her and held her hand as she 

completed her formal statement. 

Eventually, the medical examiner 

arrived and removed the body.  Jack parted 
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company with the family by telling them that 

if they thought of any thing else, they could 

call him directly.  After making concluding 

comments on their D-vices, Jack and Kimi 

headed out into the mild September evening.  

2ÓÐ××ÐÕÎɯ×ÈÚÛɯÛÏÌɯÔÌËÐÊÈÓɯÌßÈÔÐÕÌÙɀÚɯÝÌÏÐÊÓÌɯ

toward their own transport, Kimi said to Jack, 

Ɂ(ÛɀÚɯÚÛÐÓÓɯÌÈÙÓàȭɯɯ'ÖÞɯÈÉÖÜÛɯÊÖÔÐÕÎɯÛÖɯÖÜÙɯ

house for a while?  Remember my husband, 

1ÐÊÒȳɯɯ'ÌɯÔÈÒÌÚɯÈÔÈáÐÕÎɯÚÜÒÐàÈÒÐȭɂ 

Ɂ3ÏÈÕÒÚȮɂɯ )ÈÊÒɯ ÙÌ×ÓÐÌËȮɯ Ɂ!ÜÛɯ ÔÈàÉÌɯ

ÚÖÔÌɯÖÛÏÌÙɯÛÐÔÌȭɂ 

)ÈÊÒɀÚɯÈÛÛÌÕÛÐÖÕɯÚÜËËÌÕÓàɯÍÖÊÜÚÌËɯÖÕɯÈɯ

lone, dirty -blonde haired woman lingering on 

the sidewalk.  She was in her middle twenties, 

wearing running apparel that accent ed her 

toned legs and tight, athletic curves.  She, 

along with a small crowd of onlookers, was 

peering intently at the medical examiner as he 

ÏÖÐÚÛÌËɯ#ÌÓɯ1ÖÉÐÕÚɀɯÉÖËàɯÐÕÛÖɯÏÐÚɯÝÌÏÐÊÓÌȭ 

-ÖÛÐÊÐÕÎɯ ÏÌÙɯ ×ÈÙÛÕÌÙɀÚɯ ÐÕÛÌÙÌÚÛɯ ÐÕɯ ÛÏÌɯ

Ö××ÖÚÐÛÌɯÚÌßȮɯ*ÐÔÐɯÚÈÐËȮɯɁ2ÏÌɀÚɯa real warrior 

ÎÖËËÌÚÚȮɯÉÜÛɯ(ɀÓÓɯÉÌÛɯÚÏÌɯÊÈÕɀÛɯÊÖÖÒȭɂ 
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Ɂ(ɀÔɯ ÑÜÚÛɯ ÉÌÛÞÌÌÕɯ ÎÐÙÓÍÙÐÌÕËÚȮɂɯ )ÈÊÒɯ

ÙÌ×ÓÐÌËȭɯɯɁ(ɀÔɯÕÖÛɯÚÛÈÙÝÐÕÎȭɂ 

The two detectives climbed into their 

vehicle with Jack behind the controls.  As he 

×ÜÓÓÌËɯÈÞÈàɯÍÙÖÔɯÛÏÌɯÊÜÙÉȮɯ)ÈÊÒɯÚÈÐËȮɯɁ6ÏÈÛɯ

do you think about what the wife said in 

ÛÏÌÙÌȳɯɯ ÉÖÜÛɯÛÏÌɯÌÝÐÓɯ×ÙÌÚÌÕÊÌȳɂ 

Ɂ8ÖÜɯÒÕÖÞɯÛÏÈÛɯÞÐÛÕÌÚÚÌÚɯÚÈàɯÈÓÓɯÒÐÕËÚɯ

ÖÍɯÎÖÖÍàɯÛÏÐÕÎÚȮɂɯ*ÐÔÐɯÈÕÚÞÌÙÌËȭ 

Ɂ(ɯÞÖÕËÌÙɯÞÏÈÛɯÊÈÜÚÌËɯÛÏÌɯÏÜÚÉÈÕËɯÛÖɯ

ÚÕÈ×ȭɂɯ)ÈÊÒɯÚÈÐËȭɯɯɁ.ÏȮɯÞÌÓÓȭɯɯ6ÌɀÓÓɯ×ÙÖÉÈÉÓàɯ

ÕÌÝÌÙɯÍÐÕËɯÖÜÛȭɂ 
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2.  
 

Tuesday, September 15 

The Shadow in Question  

 

Jack sat at his desk the following 

afternoon.  The imposing figure loomed large 

on the display oÍɯ )ÈÊÒɀÚɯ ÉÖÖÒ-sized D-vice.  

3ÏÌɯÍÐÎÜÙÌɀÚ huge horns, deep red skin tone, 

ÈÕËɯ×ÖÐÕÛÌËɯÛÈÐÓɯÓÌÍÛɯÕÖɯËÖÜÉÛɯÐÕɯ)ÈÊÒɀÚɯÔÐnd 

the identity of this figure.  

Ɂ8ÖÜɯÈÜÎÏÛɯÕÖÛɯÔÌËËÓÌɯÐÕɯÈÍÍÈÐÙÚɯàÖÜɯËÖɯ

ÕÖÛɯÜÕËÌÙÚÛÈÕËȮɯ,Ùȭɯ3ÈÛÌȵɂɯÛÏÌɯ#ÌÝÐÓɯÎÙÖÞÓÌËɯ

ÐÕɯÈÕɯÌßÛÙÌÔÌÓàɯÓÖÞɯÙÌÎÐÚÛÌÙȭɯɯɁ(ɯÏÈÝÌɯÊÓÈÐÔÌËɯ

another victim, and unless you wish to be the 

next, I suggest you consecrate yourself by 

defiling a sexy young virgin ȵɂ 

Managing the slightest of grins, Jack 

ÚÈÐËȮɯɁ(ÚɯÛÏÌÙÌɯÈÕàɯ×ÜÙ×ÖÚÌɯÛÖɯÛÏÐÚȮɯ ÙÛȳɂ 
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3ÏÌɯ#ÌÝÐÓɀÚɯÝÖÐÊÌɯÊÏÈÕÎÌËɯÐÕÛÖɯÈɯÔÖÙÌɯ

ÕÖÙÔÈÓɯÚÖÜÕËÐÕÎɯÈËÜÓÛɯÔÈÓÌȭɯɯɁ8ÖÜɯÔÈÒÌɯÐÛɯÚÖɯ

easy, Tate.  How could I maintain my status 

as unofficial departÔÌÕÛɯÏÜÔÖÙÐÚÛɯÐÍɯ(ɯËÐËÕɀÛɯ

do something to taunt you?  A demon hunt?  

"ÖÔÌɯÖÕȭɂ 

Ɂ(ɯËÐËÕɀÛɯÚÈàɯÈÕàÛÏÐÕÎɯÈÉÖÜÛɯÈɯËÌÔÖÕɯ

ÏÜÕÛȮɂɯ)ÈÊÒɯÙÌ×ÓÐÌËɯÛÖɯÍÌÓÓÖÞɯ5ÐÖÓÌÕÛɯ"ÙÐÔÌÚɯ

#ÐÝÐÚÐÖÕɯ#ÌÛÌÊÛÐÝÌɯ ÙÛɯ#ÌÓÈÕÊÐÌȭɯɯɁ3ÏÌɯÙÌ×ÖÙÛɯ

ÈÉÖÜÛɯ ÓÈÚÛɯ ÕÐÎÏÛɀÚɯ ÐÕÝÌÚÛÐÎÈÛÐÖÕɯ ÔÌÙÌÓàɯ

included a recommendation that the 

ËÌ×ÈÙÛÔÌÕÛɯÍÖÓÓÖÞɯÜ×ɯÖÕɯ%Ìàɯ1ÖÉÐÕÚɀɯÊÓÈÐÔɯÖÍɯ

feeling a supernatural presence as it pertains 

to the case resolution.  I made no claims of its 

ÝÈÓÐËÐÛàȭɂ 

  3ÏÌɯ #ÌÝÐÓɀÚɯ ÍÖÙÔɯ ÔÖÙ×ÏÌËɯ ÐÕÛÖɯ ÛÏÌɯ

form of a middle -aged, mustachioed man as 

#ÌÓÈÕÊÐÌɯÙÌÝÌÈÓÌËɯÏÐÚɯÛÙÜÌɯÍÖÙÔȭɯɯɁ"ÈÕɯ(ɯÏÈÝÌɯ

ÛÏÌɯÝÐÙÎÐÕȮɯÛÏÌÕȳɂ 

Ɂ&ÖÖËÉàÌȮɯ  ÙÛȮɂɯ )ÈÊÒɯ ÞÈÝÌËɯ ÈÚɯ ÏÌɯ

ÞÐ×ÌËɯ#ÌÓÈÕÊÐÌɀÚɯÐÔÈÎÌɯÖÍÍɯÛÏÌɯËÐÚ×ÓÈàȭɯɯ ÙÛɀÚɯ

good-humored call had come just as Jack had 

been about to make a more important call.  

Ɂ&ÌÛɯÔÌɯ#ÈÕàÓɯ"ÖÙÓÈÊȮɂɯÏe commanded his D-
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vice.  Momentarily, the image of an elderly 

man appeared. 

Ɂ)ÈÊÒȮɯÏÖÞɯÈÙÌɯàÖÜȳɂɯ#ÈÕàÓȮɯÛÏÌɯÓÌÈËɯ

ÍÖÙÌÕÚÐÊɯÛÌÊÏÕÐÊÐÈÕȮɯÎÙÌÌÛÌËɯÏÐÔȭɯɯɁ(ɯÚÜ××ÖÚÌɯ

you got my message about the results of the 

1ÖÉÐÕÚɯËÐÎÐÛÈÓɯÈÜÛÖ×Úàȳɂ 

Ɂ(ɯ ËÐËȮɯ ÉÜÛɯ àÖÜɯ ËÐËÕɀÛɯ ÚÖÜÕË too 

ÌÕÛÏÜÚÐÈÚÛÐÊȭɂ 

Ɂ6ÌÓÓȮɯÛÏÌɯÙÌÚÜÓÛÚɯÈÙÌɯÓÜÒÌÞÈÙÔȮɯÛÖɯÚÈàɯ

ÛÏÌɯÓÌÈÚÛȭɂɯɯ#ÈÕàÓɯÈÓÓÖÞed several graphics 

depicting  ÛÏÌɯÌßÈÔÐÕÈÛÐÖÕɯÛÖɯÈ××ÌÈÙɯÖÕɯ)ÈÊÒɀÚɯ

ËÐÚ×ÓÈàȭɯɯɁ.ÕɯÛÏÌɯÎÖÖËɯÚÐËÌȮɯÞÌɯÞÌÙÌɯÈÉÓÌɯÛÖɯ

determine very conclusively that Rundel 

Robins did not die of  blows to the head.  Our 

digital analysis, with a thorough simulation, 

demonstrated that none of the injuries to his 

head were life-threatening.  They were all 

superficial.  I had worse injuries when playing 

ÊÖÓÓÌÎÌɯÏÖÊÒÌàȭɂ 

Ɂ'ÐÚɯÉÙÖÛÏÌÙ-in-law will be del ighted to 

ÏÌÈÙɯÛÏÈÛȮɂɯ)ÈÊÒɯÚÈÐËȭɯɯɁ6ÏÈÛɯËÖÌÚɯÛÏÈÛɯÓÌÈÝÌɯ

ÜÚɯÞÐÛÏȳɂ 

Ɂ3ÏÈÛɯÓÌÈÝÌÚɯÜÚɯÞÐÛÏɯÛÏÌɯÉÈËɯÚÐËÌȭɯ My 

assistant and I are still unclear about a cause 
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ÖÍɯËÌÈÛÏȭɂɯɯ'ÌɯÚÜÔÔÖÕÌËɯÈɯËÐÎÐÛÈÓɯÚÐÔÜÓÈÛÌËɯ

ÊÙÖÚÚɯ ÚÌÊÛÐÖÕɯ ÖÍɯ 1ÖÉÐÕÚɀɯ ÉÙÈÐÕȮɯ ËÖÛÛÌËɯ ÞÐÛÏɯ

yellow colored ÈÙÌÈÚȭɯɯɁ3ÏÌÚÌɯÈÙÌÈÚɯÈÙÌɯÞÏÌÙÌɯ

ÞÌɯÍÖÜÕËɯËÌÍÐÊÐÌÕÊÐÌÚɯÐÕɯÏÐÚɯÉÙÈÐÕɀÚɯÈÉÐÓÐÛàɯÛÖɯ

process oxygen.  That might be consistent 

with cellular breakdown associated with 

certain neurotoxins, but we found no 

neurotoxins in his system.  Maybe he was 

demon possessed aÍÛÌÙɯÈÓÓȭɂ 

 Ɂ%ÖÙɯ ÊÙÈ×ɀÚɯ ÚÈÒÌȱɂɯ )ÈÊÒɯ ÉÓÜÙÛÌËɯ ÖÜÛȭɯɯ

He was going to get no breaks from the 

readers of his witness report. 

Danyl said, Ɂ(ɯËÖÕɀÛɯÉÌÓÐÌÝÌɯÐÕɯËÌÔÖÕÚȮɯ

but I do know that when he died, the subject 

was in severe emotional trauma.  We found 

evidence of heightened blood pressure, burst 

capillaries, an enormous excess of adrenalin, 

and a swollen amygdala region.  Plus, he was 

sweating like crazy.  If your witnesses are 

correct, the medical evidence suggests that 

this guy was insane with terror at the ti me of 

his death.  His signs are comparable to torture 

ÝÐÊÛÐÔÚɯ (ɀÝÌɯ ÙÌÈËɯ ÈÉÖÜÛɯ ÐÕɯ ×ÚàÊÏÖÓÖÎÐÊÈÓɯ
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journals who thought they were about to be 

ÉÜÙÕÌËɯÈÓÐÝÌȭɂ 

Ɂ6ÖÞȭɯɯ/ÖÖÙɯÎÜàȭɯɯ(ɀÝÌɯÈÓÞÈàÚɯÚÈÐËɯÛÏÈÛɯ

fear is the most powerful motivator.  He 

assaulted his brother-in-ÓÈÞɯÖÝÌÙȱÞÏÈÛÌÝÌÙɯ

he was afraid of.  And his wife said she felt 

something, too, like an evil shadow.  Two 

×ÌÖ×ÓÌɯËÖÕɀÛɯÎÖɯÕÜÛÚɯÈÛɯÛÏÌɯÚÈÔÌɯÛÐÔÌȭɂ 

#ÈÕàÓɯÚÏÙÜÎÎÌËȭɯɯɁ(ɀÔɯÊÈÛÌÎÖÙÐáÐÕÎɯÛÏÐÚɯ

ÈÚɯ Èɯ ȿÏÌÈÓÛÏɯ ÛÙÈÜÔÈɀɯ ÜÕÛÐÓɯ ÍÜÙÛÏÌÙɯ ÕÖÛÐÊÌȭɯɯ

Regulations require that I get the Department 

of Health and Safety in on this.  As soon as we 

can officially clear Anthony Garza of any 

charges, DPD should end its involvement in 

ÛÏÐÚȭɂ 

None too soon, Jack thought to himself.  

This is beginning to freak out even me. 
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3. 
 

Monday, September 21 

The Shadow Returns  

 

Jack was enjoying the quiet ride on the 

motor carriage that was transporting him 

toward home after a rather mundane shift.  

He popped a small, light blue tablet into his 

mouth.  This gremlin, a legalized designer 

dru g, would give him a short mental boost.  

Before it had time to dissolve completely, the 

artificial personality of a young man dressed 

in an old -fashioned police uniform came up 

on his D-vice. 

Ɂ8ÌÚȮɯ3ÌËȳɂɯ)ÈÊÒɯÙÌ×ÓÐÌËɯÛÖɯÛÏÐÚɯËÐÎÐÛÈÓɯ

personality just like i t was a real person 

screening his calls, even though it was 

nothing more than an interactive user 
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interface that mimicked human 

communication.  As Ted was his designated 

personality from work, he was not used to 

hearing from him after hours.  

3ÌËɯÚÈÐËȮɯɁ(ɯÏave Fey Robins.  She says 

ÐÛɀÚɯÌßÛÙÌÔÌÓàɯÜÙÎÌÕÛȭɂ 

Jack approved the call from Fey as Ted 

ËÐÚÈ××ÌÈÙÌËȭɯ ɯ #ÌÓɯ 1ÖÉÐÕÚɀɯ ÞÐËÖÞɯ ÞÈÚɯ

crouched in what appeared to be a corner of 

her house.  She was having considerable 

difficulty steadying her image on her portable 

D-vice. 

Ɂ6ÏÈÛɀÚɯ ÞÙÖÕÎȮɯ ,ÙÚȭɯ 1ÖÉÐÕÚȳɂɯ )ÈÊÒɯ

asked. 

Ɂ8ÖÜɯ ÛÖÓËɯ ÔÌɯ (ɯ ÊÖÜÓËɯ ÊÈÓÓɯ àÖÜȮɂɯ ÚÏÌɯ

began, speaking in short, muted breaths.  

Ɂ8ÖÜɯÞÌÙÌɯÛÏÌɯÖÕÓàɯÖÕÌɯÞÏÖɯÉÌÓÐÌÝÌËɯÔÌȭɯɯ

3ÏÌàɀÙÌɯÉÈÊÒȵɂ 

Ɂ6ÏÖɀÚɯÉÈÊÒȳɂ 

Ɂ3ÏÌɯ ÌÝÐÓɯ Ú×ÐÙÐÛÚȵɯ 3ÏÌɯ #Ì×ÈÙÛÔÌÕÛɯ ÖÍɯ

Health and Safety cleared the kids and me to 

go back home yesterday night.  About ten 

minutes ago, the evil spirits came back!  

/ÓÌÈÚÌɯÏÌÓ×ɯÔÌȵɯɂ 
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)ÈÊÒɯ ÈÚÒÌËȮɯ Ɂ'ÈÝÌɯ ÛÏÌàɯtried to 

physically harm you?  Do you need me to call 

ÈÕɯÈÔÉÜÓÈÕÊÌȳɂɯɯ'ÌɯÏÈËɯÛÙÖÜÉÓÌɯÈËÈ×ÛÐÕÎɯÛÏÌɯ

two standard questions from his police 

training to a potential supernatural enemy.  

  Ɂ-ÖȮɯ ÉÜÛɯ (ɯ ÊÈÕɯ ÏÌÈÙɯ ÛÏÌÔɯ ÔÖÝÐÕÎȭɯɯ

'ÐÛÛÐÕÎɯÈÎÈÐÕÚÛɯÞÈÓÓÚȭɯɯ/ÈÚÚÐÕÎɯÉÌÚÐËÌɯÔÌȭɂɯɯ

Jack heard her reciting something that 

sounded like Latin as she shrieked a few 

times. 

Ɂ&ÌÛɯÖÜÛɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯhouse right now and 

ÚÛÈàɯÖÕɯÈɯÚ×ÖÛɯÖÕɯÛÏÌɯÚÐËÌÞÈÓÒɯÐÕɯ×ÓÈÐÕɯÚÐÎÏÛȮɂɯ

)ÈÊÒɯÐÕÚÛÙÜÊÛÌËɯÏÌÙȭɯɯɁ(ɀÔɯÎÖÐÕÎɯÛÖɯÚÌÕËɯÔàɯ

×ÈÙÛÕÌÙɯÖÝÌÙɯÙÐÎÏÛɯÈÞÈàȮɯÈÕËɯ(ɀÓÓɯÉÌɯÛÏÌÙÌɯÈÚɯ

soon as I can.  You caught me on the motor 

ÊÈÙÙÐÈÎÌȭɂ 

While Fey was still on the display, he 

summoÕÌËɯ*ÐÔÐȭɯɯɁ(ɯÕÌÌËɯàÖÜɯÛÖɯÎÌÛɯÈɯÚÊÈÕÕÌÙɯ

ÛÖɯ%Ìàɯ1ÖÉÐÕÚɀɯÏÖÜÚÌɯ×ÙÐÖÙÐÛàɯÖÕÌȭɂ 

Ɂ6ÈÐÛɯÈɯÔÐÕÜÛÌȮɂɯ*ÐÔÐɯÚÈÐËȭɯɯɁ(ÛɯÚÈàÚɯ

here that the Robins investigation was turned 

over to the Department of Health and Safety 

ÛÏÙÌÌɯËÈàÚɯÈÎÖȭɂ 
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Ɂ(ɯÜÕËÌÙÚÛÈÕËɯÛÏÈÛȮɂɯ)ÈÊÒɯÚÈÐËȭɯɯɁ2ÏÌɀÚɯ

onscreen now and says that the demons are 

back.  We need to get someone down there 

with a m ultiscanner right away ȭɂ 

Ɂ-Öɯ ÎÈÔÌÚȮɯ )ÈÊÒÐÌȮɂɯ *ÐÔÐɯ ÚÊÖÓËÌËȭɯɯ

Ɂ8ÖÜɀÙÌɯÛÈÒÐÕÎɯÛÏÐÚɯÛÖÖɯÍÈÙȭɯɯ6ÌɀÙÌɯÕÖÛɯÎÏÖÚÛɯ

ÏÜÕÛÌÙÚȭɂ 

Jack looked on as Fey stumbled through 

her house on a roundabout course to the front 

ËÖÖÙȭɯɯɁ(ɯÒÌÌ×ɯÛÌÓÓÐÕÎɯ×ÌÖ×ÓÌɯ(ɯËÖÕɀÛɯÛÏÐÕÒɯÐÛɀÚɯÈɯ

ghost or a demon or whatever.  The point is, 

the last time she felt that was a precursor to 

ÏÌÙɯ ÏÜÚÉÈÕËɀÚɯ ËàÐÕÎȭɂɯ ɯ )ÈÊÒɯ ÙÌÈÓÐáÌËɯ ÞÐÛÏɯ

some embarrassment that his commotion was 

attracting the attention of t he other passengers 

on the carriageȭɯɯɁ(ɯÏÈÝÌɯÕÖɯÐËÌÈɯÞÏÈÛɀÚɯÎÖÐÕÎɯ

ÖÕȮɯÉÜÛɯ(ɀÔɯÕÖÛɯÎÖÐÕÎɯÛÖɯÙÐÚÒɯÈÕÖÛÏÌÙɯËÌÈÛÏȭɯɯ

/ÓÌÈÚÌɯËÙÖ×ɯÞÏÈÛɯàÖÜɀÙÌɯËÖÐÕÎɯÈÕËɯÎÌÛɯÖÝÌÙɯ

ÛÏÌÙÌɯÕÖÞȭɯɯ(ɀÓÓɯÑÖÐÕɯàÖÜɯÈÚɯÚÖÖÕɯÈÚɯ(ɯÊÈÕɯÊÈÛÊÏɯ

a ride oveÙɯÛÏÌÙÌȭɂ 

*ÐÔÐɯÙÖÓÓÌËɯÏÌÙɯÌàÌÚȭɯɯɁ(ɯÑÜÚÛɯÎÖÛɯÏÖÔÌȭɂɯɯ

 ɯ×ÈÜÚÌȭɯɯɁ.ÏȮɯÈÓÙÐÎÏÛȮɯ(ɀÓÓɯÎÖȭɯɯ8ÖÜɯÖÞÌɯÔÌɯÈɯ

ÉÐÎɯ×ÖÛɯÖÍɯÍÖÕËÜÌȮɯÛÏÖÜÎÏȭɂ 
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  Kimi terminated the conversation, but 

Jack continued to monitor Fey, who was 

teetering restlessly but silently in the cool 

evening breeze outside her house.  When Jack 

was able to transfer onto a motor carriage 

ÏÌÈËÌËɯÍÖÙɯ%ÌàɀÚɯÕÌÐÎÏÉÖÙÏÖÖËȮɯ)ÈÊÒɯËÐËɯÚÖÔÌɯ

research.  He found that Health and Safety 

ÏÈËɯ ÐÕÚ×ÌÊÛÌËɯ ÛÏÌɯ ÏÖÜÚÌɀÚɯ ÊÖÕÛÌÕÛÚȮɯ ÈÐÙȮɯ

surfaces, and food, but found nothing out of 

the ordinary.  Kimi had transferred the raw 

data from her room and body scans to them as 

well; their sole comment on which was, 

Ɂ1ÌÊÌÐÝÌËȭɯ ɯ -ÖÛÏÐÕÎɯ ÜÚÌÍÜÓȭɂɯ ɯ %Ìàɯ ÞÈÚɯ

allowed back in the next day, though they 

recommended that her children stay with 

their  grandmother  until the inspection had 

come to a full close. 

It took nearly forty -five minutes before 

public transit dropped him off  four blocks 

ÍÙÖÔɯ%ÌàɀÚɯÏÖÜÚÌȭɯɯ6ÏÌÕɯÏÌɯÑÖÎÎÌËɯÛÏÌɯÙÌÚÛɯÖÍɯ

the way, he saw that Fey was leaning against 

a tree, watching the windows to the house like 

a hawk.  After spending a few minutes 

discussing with her if she had any injuries or 
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had noticed anything else unusual, he said, 

Ɂ(ɀÔɯÎÖÐÕÎɯÛÖɯÑÖÐÕɯ#ÌÛÌÊÛÐÝÌɯ ÙÐÔÜÙÖȮɂ 

Out of the corner of his eye, Jack saw a 

sporty, forest green two -seater rolling past the 

house on the street.  It vaguely reminded him 

of the classic turbo import that his high school 

arch-nemesis had owned until he sold it to 

pay off a drug debt.  

Jack entered the house to find Kimi on 

her hands and knees between the dining room 

and kitchen, barely keeping herself from 

keeling over.  Her scanning wand was on the 

floor a meter away from her.  

Without looking up, she said in a haze, 

Ɂ)ÈÊÒÐÌȳɯɯ3ÈÒÌɯÔÌɯÖÜÛɯÖÍɯÏÌÙÌȭɂ 

Jack plucked her up and assisted her in 

exiting the bui lding.  Once they were on the 

ÍÙÖÕÛɯÞÈÓÒÞÈàȮɯ)ÈÊÒɯÈÚÒÌËȮɯɁ ÙÌɯàÖÜɯÈÓÙÐÎÏÛȳɯɯ

6ÏÈÛɯÏÈ××ÌÕÌËȳɂ 

After taking a few breaths, Kimi asked, 

Ɂ6ÏÈÛɯËÐËɯ(ɯÔÈÒÌɯàÖÜɯ×ÙÖÔÐÚÌɯÛÖɯÚÌÙÝÌɯÔÌɯ

ÍÖÙɯÊÖÔÐÕÎɯÏÌÙÌȳɂ 

Ɂ%ÖÕËÜÌȳɂ 
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2ÛÐÓÓɯÜÕÈÉÓÌɯÛÖɯÚÛÈÕËȮɯ*ÐÔÐɯÚÈÐËȮɯɁ8ÖÜɀÙÌɯ

off the hook.  I did a scan of the whole house.  

Everything was going great.  Then, I went 

back to do a deeper scan of the dining room, 

because that was where Fey said the most 

commotion was coming from.  Halfway 

through my second scan there, I felt dizzy and 

on edge, especially when I was standing right 

behind the chair where Del was sitting  when 

ÏÌɯÚÕÈ××ÌËȭɂ 

Ɂ.ÕɯÌËÎÌȳɂ 

Ɂ(ɯ ÒÌ×Ûɯ ÐÔÈÎÐÕÐÕÎɯ ÛÏÐÕÎÚȮɂɯ ÚÏÌɯ

ÊÖÕÛÐÕÜÌËȭɯɯɁ"ÖÓËɯÏÈÕËÚɯÛÖÜÊÏÐÕÎɯÔàɯÍÌÌÛȭɯɯ

Circles and triangles were floating around.  I 

ÛÏÐÕÒɯ(ɯÚÊÙÌÈÔÌËɯÖÕÊÌȭɂ 

Ɂ2ÖÜÕËs like you were hallucinating 

×ÙÌÛÛàɯÉÈËȮɂɯ)ÈÊÒɯÊÖÔÔÌÕÛÌËȭ 

Ɂ(ɯÛÏÖÜÎÏÛɯ(ɯÞÈÚɯÈÉÖÜÛɯÛÖɯËÐÌȮɯ(ɯÙÌÈÓÓàɯ

did, or that I was already dead.  Everything 

became distorted and I started losing control 

of my body.  In Cancun, years ago, I 

essentially drowned, and it f elt like that again.  

I was pinned down flat on the floor and I 

ÊÖÜÓËÕɀÛɯÔÖÝÌȭɯɯ6ÏÌÕɯàÖÜɯÊÈÔÌɯÐÕȮɯ(ɯÏÖ×ÌËɯ



Shadow of Turning 
 

- 22 -  

àÖÜɯ ÞÌÙÌÕɀÛɯ Èɯ ÏÈÓÓÜÊÐÕÈÛÐÖÕȮɯ ÈÕËɯ ÛÏÈÛɯ àÖÜɯ

ÊÖÜÓËɯÏÌÈÙɯÔÌȭɂ 

Ɂ6ÏÌÕɯ(ɯÍÖÜÕËɯàÖÜȮɯàÖÜɯÞÌÙÌɯÖÕɯàÖÜÙɯ

ÏÈÕËÚɯÈÕËɯÒÕÌÌÚɯÐÕÚÛÌÈËɯÖÍɯÍÓÈÛɯËÖÞÕȭɯɯ8ÖÜɀÙÌɯ

definitely  ËÐÚÖÙÐÌÕÛÌËȭɯɯ(ɀÔɯÎÖÐÕÎɯÛÖɯÎÌÛɯàÖÜɯ

ÈÕɯ ÈÔÉÜÓÈÕÊÌȮɂɯ )ÈÊÒɯ ÚÈÐËɯ ÈÚɯ ÏÌɯ ØÜÐÊÒÓàɯ

summoned one from law enforcement 

ÌÔÌÙÎÌÕÊàɯËÐÎÐÛÈÓɯÈÚÚÐÚÛÈÕÊÌȭɯɯɁ6ÏÈÛÌÝÌÙɯÐÛɯÐÚȮɯ

ÐÛɀÚɯÜÕ×ÙÌËÐÊÛÈÉÓÌȭɂ 

Once Jack determined that Kimi had no 

discernable injuries, the detectives joined Fey, 

ÛÏÖÜÎÏɯ ÛÏÌàɯ ÈÎÙÌÌËɯ ÕÖÛɯ ÛÖɯ ÚÏÈÙÌɯ *ÐÔÐɀÚɯ

experiences with her.  Soon, a medical unit 

arrived and applied cursory tests to Kimi, Fey, 

and, to his protest, Jack.  The two women 

were formally referred to the hospital for 

additional tests. 

Kimi decided to ride to the hospital with 

Fey while Jack agreed to take the police 

vehicle back to the police garage.  Eager to put 

ÛÏÌɯÌÝÌÕÐÕÎɀÚɯÌÝÌÕÛÚɯÉÌÏÐÕËɯÏÐÔɯÈÕËɯÛÈÒÌɯÈɯ

shower, Jack pulled the vehicle away from the 

1ÖÉÐÕÚɀɯÏÖÜÚÌȭɯɯ ÚɯÏÌɯÞÈÚɯÛÜÙÕÐÕÎɯÈÙÖÜÕËȮɯÛÏÌɯ

green two-seater passed by him going the 
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other direction.  Almost by force of habit, Jack 

glanced at the driver, whom he was then able 

to identify with complete certainty.  

Calling Kimi on an audio channel, he 

ÚÈÐËȮɯɁ&ÜÌÚÚɯÞÏÖɀÚɯÉÈÊÒȳɂ 

Ɂ(ɯ ÊÈÕɀÛɯ ÎÜÌÚÚȮɂɯ *ÐÔÐɯ ÙÌ×ÓÐÌËȭɯ ɯ Ɂ,àɯ

ÔÐÕËɀÚɯÚÏÖÛȭɂ 

Ɂ(ÛɀÚɯÛÏÌɯÞÈÙÙÐÖÙɯÎÖËËÌÚÚȭɂ 

Ɂ3ÏÌɯÖÕÌɯÍÙÖÔɯÓÈÚÛɯÛÐÔÌȳɂ 

Ɂ8Ì×ȭɯ ɯ 3ÏÐÚɯ ÛÐÔÌȮɯ ÚÏÌɀÚɯ ÐÕɯ Èɯ ÛÌÌɯ ÚÏÐÙÛɯ

ÉÌÏÐÕËɯÛÏÌɯÞÏÌÌÓɯÖÍɯÈɯÎÙÌÌÕɯ ÓÉÈÛÙÖȭɂɯɯ)ÈÊÒɯ

turned the corner at the next intersection to 

look inconspicuous. 

Ɂ6ÏàɯËÖÕɀÛɯàÖÜɯÈÚÒɯÏÌÙɯÖÜÛȳɯɯ'ÌÌɯÏÌÌȵɂ 

Ɂ,ÈÐÕÓàɯ ÉÌÊÈÜÚÌɯ ÚÏÌɀÚɯ ÌÕÎÈÎÌËɯ ÐÕɯ

suspicious activity.  I observed her driving by 

ÛÏÌɯÏÖÜÚÌɯÈɯÞÏÐÓÌɯÈÎÖȮɯÈÕËɯÕÖÞɯÚÏÌɀÚɯËÙÐÝÐÕÎɯ

ÉàɯÐÛɯÈÎÈÐÕȭɂ 

Ɂ#ÖÕɀÛɯÓÌÛɯàÖÜÙɯÐÔÈÎÐÕÈÛÐÖÕɯÙÜÕɯÈÞÈàɯ

ÞÐÛÏɯàÖÜȮɯ)ÈÊÒÐÌȭɯɯ(ɀÔɯÚÏÈÒÌÕɯÜ×ɯÈÚɯÐÛɯÐÚȭɂ 

Jack commanded his D-VÐÊÌȮɯɁ1ÌÍÌÙÌÕÊÌɯ

the R-CARS tag on the Albatro SA-9 near my 

locale on or near Grape Court.  Show me its 

ÙÌÎÐÚÛÙÈÛÐÖÕɯÈÕËɯËÙÐÝÌÙɯËÈÛÈȭɂɯɯ'Ìɯ×ÈÙÒÌËɯÛÖɯ
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examine the result of the query.  The vehicle 

was registered to Poppy Annalique Frainey.  

He quickly confirm ed that Frainey was the 

current driver and that her address was 9.2 

kilometers away from the Robins residence.  

Ɂ ËËɯÛÏÌɯÝÌÏÐÊÓÌɯÈÕËɯ/Ö××àɯ%ÙÈÐÕÌàɯÛÖɯÛÏÌɯ

Robins file as of peripheral concern.  Hey, 

*ÐÔÐȭɯɯ ÚÒɯ%ÌàɯÐÍɯÚÏÌɀÚɯÌÝÌÙɯÚÌÌÕɯÈɯËÈÙÒɯÎÙÌÌÕɯ

Albatro in ÛÏÌɯÕÌÐÎÏÉÖÙÏÖÖËȭɂ 

Ɂ2ÏÌɯÚÈàÚɯÚÏÌɯËÖÌÚÕɀÛɯÛÏÐÕÒɯÚÖȮɂɯ*ÐÔÐɯ

said after pausing to ask her fellow 

ÈÔÉÜÓÈÕÊÌɯ×ÈÚÚÌÕÎÌÙȭɯɯɁ8ÖÜɯÕÌÌËɯÛÖɯÛÌÓÓɯÔÌɯ

ÞÏÈÛɯàÖÜɀÙÌɯÜ×ɯÛÖȭɂ 

Ɂ2ÖÔÌÖÕÌɯÞÏÖɯËÖÌÚÕɀÛɯÓÐÝÌɯÈÙÖÜÕËɯÏÌÙÌɯ

is paying attention both times we get called 

down here.  I waÕÛɯÛÖɯÒÕÖÞɯÞÏàȭɂ 

Ɂ6Ìɯ ËÖÕɀÛɯ ÏÈÝÌɯ Èɯ ÊÈÚÌȮɂɯ *ÐÔÐɯ ÚÈÐËȭɯɯ

Ɂ ÕÛÏÖÕàɯ&ÈÙáÈɯÞÈÚɯÊÓÌÈÙÌËɯÖÍɯÈÕàɯÊÏÈÙÎÌÚȭɯɯ

Health and Safety is looking into an 

environmental cause.  What happened to me 

ÐÕɯÛÏÌÙÌɯÞÈÚɯÛÌÙÙÐÍàÐÕÎȮɯÈÕËɯ(ɯËÖÕɀÛɯÉÌÓÐÌÝÌɯÐÕɯ

ghosts, but there was nobody in there but 

ÔÌȭɂ 
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Ɂ+ÈÉɯÞÖÙÒɯÈÕËɯÍÖÙÌÕÚÐÊɯÈÕÈÓàÚÐÚɯÊÈÕɯÛÌÓÓɯ

us what, when and where, but not why.  Even 

if there was no crime committed, maybe this 

ÞÖÔÈÕɯÒÕÖÞÚɯÚÖÔÌÛÏÐÕÎɯÞÌɯËÖÕɀÛɯÛÏÈÛɯÊÈÕɯ

aid us or Health and Safetyȭɂ 

-ÖÞɀÚɯÑÜÚÛɯÈÚɯÎÖÖËɯÈÚɯÈÕàɯÛÐÔÌɯÛÖɯÍÐÕËɯÖÜÛ 

what she knows, Jack pondered.  He felt no 

need to follow his subject closely.  Thanks to 

the digital R -CARS system in all vehicles in 

the civilized world, he could track the location 

ÖÍɯ ,Úȭɯ %ÙÈÐÕÌàɀÚɯ Ú×ÌÌËɯ ÔÈÊÏÐÕÌɯ ÍÙÖÔɯ

anywhere in town.  He figured he wo uld wait 

for her to go home, wait a polite few minutes, 

and pay her a visit. 

As it turned out, rather than go directly 

home, Ms. Frainey parked in front of a 

business block in an upscale neighborhood 

three kilometers away.  Jack arrived there six 

minutes later.  He watched from a distance as 

his subject stood in the doorway of a busy 

restaurant.  She popped a gremlin into her 

mouth and began pacing a little bit.  A minute 

later, a group of college-age kids approached 

her, starting what appeared to be a cordial 
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conversation with her.  One of them shook her 

hand.  Another one had everyone crowd 

around her and took several pictures of her.  

This is too good to miss, Jack thought.  He 

pulled out his own D -Vice and started to 

record video of this puzzling scene.  The 

college kids waved goodbye to her and went 

into the restaurant without her.  

Jack debated with himself about 

approaching her.  He knew that her residence 

would be a better place to speak to her in 

private than a restaurant.  He was also 

becoming slight ly enamored of her.  At his 

distance, he could still make out the outline of 

her breasts and hips, not to mention her 

shorter but silky -looking brownish gold 

tresses.  Her strange encounter with the 

college kids years younger than her made her 

even more intriguing.  He played with the 

door opener button on his vehicle, still 

conflicted about approaching her or not, and 

fantasizing about the miniscule potential he 

had of winding up in an intimate encounter 

with her.  
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Before Jack could reach a decision, an 

older, balding man in a pressed shirt and tie 

came up to her.  The man embraced her, 

kissed her on the lips, and escorted her into 

the establishment.  Jack decided he had 

missed his opportunity and was not going to 

wait who knows how long for her to come 

back ÖÜÛȭɯ ɯ *ÐÔÐɯ ÞÈÚɯ ÙÐÎÏÛȭɯ ɯ 2ÏÌɯ ÞÈÚÕɀÛɯ Èɯ

suspect.  He could wait and try again another 

ËÈàɯÈÍÛÌÙɯÛÏÌɯÙÌÚÜÓÛÚɯÖÍɯ*ÐÔÐɀÚɯlatest multiscan 

were known.  The warrior goddess was 

probably immaterial, anyway.  
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4.  
 

Tuesday, September 22 

The Shadow Gets a Name 

 

)ÈÊÒɯ ÚÈÛɯ ÐÕɯ *ÐÔÐɀÚɯ ÖÍÍÐÊÌȭɯ ɯ 3ÏÌÐÙɯ

attentions were focused on the large digital 

display, where a youthful man in casual attire 

ÞÈÚɯÚÖÙÛÐÕÎɯÛÏÙÖÜÎÏɯÚÖÔÌɯÕÖÛÌÚȭɯɯɁ8ÖÜÙɯÕÖÛÌɯ

said that you had some interesting 

ÐÕÍÖÙÔÈÛÐÖÕɯÍÖÙɯÜÚȮɯ+ÈÕÊÌȮɂɯ)ÈÊÒɯÚÈÐËȭɯɯɁ6ÌɀÝÌɯ

been trying to figure out if we should be 

ÚÔÐÓÐÕÎɯÖÙɯÉÙÈÊÐÕÎɯÖÜÙÚÌÓÝÌÚȭɂ 

Ɂ(ɀÝÌɯ ÉÌÌÕɯ ÞÖÙÒÐÕÎɯ ÖÕɯ #ÌÛÌÊÛÐÝÌɯ

 ÙÐÔÜÙÖɀÚɯÚÊÈÕÚɯÍÖÙɯÛÞÖɯÈÕËɯÈɯÏÈÓÍɯËÈàÚȮɯÈÕËɯ(ɯ

ÚÛÐÓÓɯËÖÕɀÛɯÒÕÖÞɯÏÖÞɯàÖÜɯÚÏÖÜÓËɯÙÌÈÊÛȮɂɯ+ÈÕÊÌɯ

1ÐÍÒÐÕɯÙÌ×ÓÐÌËɯÞÐÛÏɯÈɯ×ÈÙÛÐÈÓɯÚÔÐÙÒȭɯɯɁ(ɯÛÏÐÕÒɯ

ÐÛɀÚɯÎÖÐÕÎɯÛÖɯÉe good news for you.  The goal 

you placed in front of me was to find 
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anything anomalous that could possibly be a 

ËÌÛÙÐÔÌÕÛɯÛÖɯÚÖÔÌÖÕÌɀÚɯÏÌÈÓÛÏȮɯÓÐÍÌɯÖÙȮɯÈÚɯàÖÜɯ

put it, mental stability.  That was the most 

ÉÐáÈÙÙÌɯÙÌØÜÌÚÛɯ(ɯÛÏÐÕÒɯ(ɀÝÌɯÌÝÌÙɯÏÈËɯÛÏÌɯÞÏÖÓÌɯ

timÌɯ(ɀÝÌɯÞÖÙÒÌËɯÍÖÙɯ2Ð!Ö3ÌÊÏȭɯɯ.ÍɯÊÖÜÙÚÌȮɯ(ɯ

get a lot more requests for multiscanner 

analysis from the medical community than I 

ËÖɯÍÙÖÔɯÓÈÞɯÌÕÍÖÙÊÌÔÌÕÛȭɂ 

Lance fiddled with his notes and called 

Ü×ɯÈɯƗ#ɯËÐÈÎÙÈÔɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯ1ÖÉÐÕÚɀɯÎÙÖÜÕËɯÍÓÖÖÙȭɯɯ

Continuing, he saiËȮɯɁI have a positive result 

ÛÖɯÛÏÈÛɯÙÌØÜÌÚÛȮɯÞÏÐÊÏɯ(ɯËÐËÕɀÛɯÛÏink I would.  

Once the physical data was sorted and I 

eyeballed a few frequency graphs, things 

ÚÛÈÙÛÌËɯÛÖɯÔÈÒÌɯÚÌÕÚÌȭɯɯ(ɯÛÏÐÕÒɯàÖÜɀÙÌɯÎÖÐÕÎɯÛÖɯ

be glad that you chose SiBoTech for this 

project, because our focus on the medical and 

ÊÏÌÔÐÊÈÓɯÐÕËÜÚÛÙÐÌÚɯÎÈÝÌɯÔÌɯÈɯÎÙÌÈÛɯÌËÎÌȭɂ 

Ɂ&ÌÛɯ ÛÖɯ ÛÏÌɯ ×ÖÐÕÛȮɂɯ *ÐÔÐɯ ÚÈÐËȭɯ ɯ )ÈÊÒɯ

could tell that she was masking her 

excitement. 

Ɂ'ÈÝÌɯ àÖÜɯ ÌÝÌÙɯ ÏÌÈÙËɯ ÖÍɯ !ÜÏÕÌɀÚɯ

"ÖÓÜÔÕÚȳɂɯ+ÈÕÊÌɯÈÚÒÌËɯÛÏÌɯ×ÈÐÙȭ 
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Ɂ8ÌÚȮɂɯ*ÐÔÐɯÕÖËËÌËȭɯɯɁ Úɯ(ɯrecall, the 

ÚÜÙÎÌÖÕÚɯÜÚÌËɯ!ÜÏÕÌɀÚɯ"ÖÓÜÔÕÚɯÛÖɯÙÌ×ÈÐÙɯÈɯ

ÉÙÈÐÕɯÏÌÔÖÙÙÏÈÎÌɯÍÖÙɯÔàɯÈÜÕÛɯÐÕɯ3ÖÒàÖȭɂ 

Ɂ3ÏÈÛɀÚɯÖÕÌɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯÊÖÔÔÖÕɯÈ××ÓÐÊÈÛÐÖÕÚɯ

ÍÖÙɯÐÛȮɂɯ+ÈÕÊÌɯÚÈÐËȭɯɯɁ+ÐÒÌɯ(ɯÚÈÐËȮɯ(ɀÔɯÎÓÈËɯÞÌɯ

do medical, because our medical data journals 

were able to match the disturbances in this 

house you scanned with the disturbances 

ÎÌÕÌÙÈÛÌËɯÉàɯÈɯ!ÜÏÕÌɀÚɯ"ÖÓÜÔÕȭɂ 

Ɂ3ÏÌÙÌɯ ÞÈÚɯ Èɯ ÚÜÙÎÐÊÈÓɯ ËÌÝÐÊÌɯ ÐÕɯ ÛÏÌɯ

ÏÖÜÚÌȳɂɯ*ÐÔÐɯÈÚÒÌËȭ 

Ɂ-ÖȮɯÕÖÛɯÈɯÚÜÙÎÐÊÈÓɯËÌÝÐÊÌɂɯ+ÈÕÊÌɯÚÏÖÖÒɯ

ÏÐÚɯÏÌÈËɯÌÔ×ÏÈÛÐÊÈÓÓàȭɯɯɁ3ÏÈÛɯÛÈÒÌÚɯÜÚɯÛÖɯÛÏÌɯ

most interesting part of my  discovery.  

,ÌËÐÊÈÓɯÈ××ÓÐÊÈÛÐÖÕÚɯÍÖÙɯ!ÜÏÕÌɀÚɯ"ÖÓÜÔÕÚɯÈÙÌɯ

microscopic, but what I found was 

ÔÈÊÙÖÚÊÖ×ÐÊɯÉàɯÍÈÙȭɂ 

Ɂ6ÈÐÛȮɯ ÞÈÐÛȮɂɯ )ÈÊÒɯ ÐÕÛÌÙÙÜ×ÛÌËȭɯ Ɂ(ɀÔɯ

ÊÖÔ×ÓÌÛÌÓàɯÓÖÚÛȭɯɯ6ÏÈÛɀÚɯÈɯ!ÜÏÕÌɀÚɯ"ÖÓÜÔÕȳɂ 

Ɂ+ÌÛɯÔÌɯÚÏÖÞɯàÖÜȭɯɯ(ɯÍÖÜÕËɯÛÏÐÚɯÙÈÕËÖÔɯ

ÝÐËÌÖȭɂɯ +ÈÕÊÌɯ ÚÈÐËȭɯ ɯ  Û his command, the 

ËÌÛÌÊÛÐÝÌÚɀɯËÐÎÐÛÈÓɯËÐÚ×ÓÈàɯÚÏÖÞÌËɯÈɯÝÐËÌÖɯÖÍɯ

what appeared to be a tiny robotic guide 

clinching a microscopic pin, suspended above 
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ÚÖÔÌÉÖËàɀÚɯÚÒÐÕȭɯɯ3ÏÌɯÎÜÐËÌɯÔÖÝÌËɯÛÏÌɯ×ÐÕɯ

around in a tight, rapid scribbling motion.  

Ɂ3ÏÌɯÚÛàÓÜÚɯÏÌÙÌɯÐÚɯÎÌÕÌÙÈÛÐÕÎɯÈɯ!ÜÏÕÌɀÚɯ

"ÖÓÜÔÕȮɯÞÏÐÊÏɯÐÚɯÐÕÝÐÚÐÉÓÌȮɂɯ+ÈÕÊÌɯÌß×ÓÈÐÕÌËȭɯɯ

Ɂ ɯ!ÜÏÕÌɀÚɯ"ÖÓÜÔÕɯÐÚɯÈɯÒÐÕËɯÖÍɯÕÖÕ×ÈÙÛÐÊÓÌɯ

beam that can alter its mode and intensity in 

response to its molecular surroundings.  In 

this video, the column is harmless as it passes 

through  ÛÏÌɯ×ÈÛÐÌÕÛɀÚɯÚÒÐÕȮɯÉÜÛɯÐÛɯÊÈÕɯËÐÚÊÌÙÕɯ

the nature of the tissue deeper in and shave 

off the dangerous necrotic tissue without 

ÏÈÙÔÐÕÎɯÛÏÌɯÏÌÈÓÛÏàɯÛÐÚÚÜÌɯÕÌßÛɯÛÖɯÐÛȭɂ 

Ɂ2ÖɯÐÛɀÚɯÓÐÒÌɯÈɯÉÓÖÖËÓÌÚÚɯÚÊÈÓ×ÌÓȳɂɯÈÚÒÌËɯ

Kimi.  

Ɂ8ÌÈÏȭɯɯ2ÐÕÊÌɯÐÛɀÚɯÕÖÕ×ÈÙÛÐÊÓÌȮɯÐÛɯÊÈÕɯ×Èss 

right through most objects and only assume a 

rigid form when it touches whatever the 

operator has conditioned it for.  It can be 

moded to selectively heat, push, or blast any 

ÒÐÕËɯÖÍɯÚÜÉÚÛÈÕÊÌɯÈÕËɯÐÎÕÖÙÌɯÌÝÌÙàÛÏÐÕÎɯÌÓÚÌȭɂ 

Once Jack nodded his understanding, 

*ÐÔÐɯ ÈÚÒÌËɯ +ÈÕÊÌȮɯ Ɂ'ÖÞɯ ËÖɯ !ÜÏÕÌɀÚɯ

"ÖÓÜÔÕÚɯÈ××ÓàɯÐÕɯÖÜÙɯÐÕÝÌÚÛÐÎÈÛÐÝÌɯÚÊÈÕȳɂ 
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Ɂ(ɀÓÓɯÛÌÓÓɯàÖÜȮɂɯ+ÈÕÊÌɯÚÈÐËȮɯÐÕËÐÊÈÛÐÕÎɯÈɯ

highlighted cylinder about the thickness of a 

rain barrel jutting through the diagram of the 

ÏÖÜÚÌȭɯɯɁ3ÏÌɯ×ÈÛÛÌÙÕɯÖÍɯÔÖÓÌÊÜÓÈÙɯËÐÚÛÜÙbance 

ÐÕËÐÊÈÛÌÚɯÛÏÈÛɯÈɯÎÐÎÈÕÛÐÊɯ!ÜÏÕÌɀÚɯÞÈÚɯ×ÖÒÐÕÎɯ

through the house like an arrow through an 

È××ÓÌȭɂ 

Ɂ ÕËɯÓÖÖÒɯÈÛɯÛÏÈÛȮɂɯ)ÈÊÒɯÊÖÔÔÌÕÛÌËȭɯɯɁ(Ûɯ

goes into the dining room almost straight 

ÛÏÙÖÜÎÏȱɂ 

Ɂȱ1ÜÕËÌÓɯ1ÖÉÐÕÚɀɯÊÏÈÐÙȵɂɯ*ÐÔÐɯÍÐÕÐÚÏÌËɯ

the sentence. 

Lance saÐËȮɯɁ(ÕɯÈÓÓɯÛÏÌɯÙÌÚÌÈÙÊÏɯ(ɯËÐËɯÖÕɯ

these things, there was no mention of any 

implementation larger than half a centimeter, 

but the results are practically a perfect 

ÔÈÛÊÏȭɂ 

)ÈÊÒɯÈÚÒÌËɯ+ÈÕÊÌȮɯɁ(ÍɯÛÏÐÚɯÊÖÓÜÔÕɯÞÈÚɯÛÖɯ

ÛÖÜÊÏɯÈɯÏÜÔÈÕȮɯÞÏÈÛɯÞÖÜÓËɯÏÈ××ÌÕȳɂ 

Ɂ3ÏÈÛɯ ÞÖuld depend on what the 

ÊÖÓÜÔÕɯÞÈÚɯÚÌÛɯÛÖɯËÖȮɂɯ+ÈÕÊÌɯÚÈÐËȭɯɯɁ(ÛɯÊÖÜÓËɯ

pass harmlessly through them, or it could 

target a particular substance or cell type.  A 
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ÓÖÛɯÖÍɯÛÏÐÕÎÚɯÈÙÌɯ×ÖÚÚÐÉÓÌȭɯɯ(ɯÞÖÜÓËÕɀÛɯÞÈÕÛɯÛÖɯ

ÏÈÝÌɯÖÕÌɯÙÐ××ÐÕÎɯÛÏÙÖÜÎÏɯÔÌȮɯÛÏÖÜÎÏȭɂ 

)ÈÊÒɀÚɯ ÛÏÖÜÎhts raced.  First came a 

feeling of ecstatic gratification that what had 

seemed like a long shot was suddenly making 

sense.  Then, as he fixed his gaze at his 

partner and good friend, it occurred to him 

that she had likely been the victim of this 

mysteriou s force.  He saw from the frozen 

Ìß×ÙÌÚÚÐÖÕɯÖÍɯÚÏÖÊÒɯÖÕɯ*ÐÔÐɀÚɯÍÈÊÌɯÛÏÈÛɯÚÏÌɯ

had made the same realization.  Next came 

the curious desire to experience for himself a 

!ÜÏÕÌɀÚɯ "ÖÓÜÔÕɯ ×ÈÚÚÐÕÎɯ ÛÏÙÖÜÎÏɯ ÏÐÔȭɯɯ

Forcing himself out of the daydream, Jack 

asked LanceȮɯɁ"ÈÕɯàÖÜɯÛÙÈÊÌɯÛÏÌɯÚÖÜÙÊÌɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯ

ÊÖÓÜÔÕȳɂ 

Ɂ&ÐÝÌɯÔÌɯÈɯÞÏÐÓÌɯÈÕËɯ(ɀÓÓɯÚÌÌɯÞÏÈÛɯ(ɯÊÈÕɯ

ÊÖÔÌɯ Ü×ɯ ÞÐÛÏȮɂɯ +ÈÕÊÌɯ ÚÈÐËȮɯ ÉÙÐÕÎÐÕÎɯ ÛÏÌɯ

conference call to a close. 

Kimi stretched her arms, rose from her 

chair, grabbed her coffee cup, and headed 

casually down the hall  with Jack 

accompanying her.  When the pair reached 

ÛÏÌɯÍÖÖËɯÉÈÙɯÈÙÌÈȮɯ*ÐÔÐɯÚÈÐËȮɯɁ!àɯÛÏÌɯÞÈàȮɯ(ɯ
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found out some more about goddess 

%ÙÈÐÕÌàȭɂ 

Ɂ(ɯËÐËÕɀÛɯÙÌÈÓÐáÌɯ##(ɯÎÈÝÌɯÜÚɯÊÓÌÈÙÈÕÊÌɯ

ÛÖɯÝÐÌÞɯÏÌÙɯÐÕÍÖÙÔÈÛÐÖÕȮɂɯ)ÈÊÒɯÙÌ×ÓÐÌËȭɯɯ'Ìɯ

ordered an orange juice from a machine. 

Ɂ3ÏÌàɯËÐËÕɀÛɯÏÈÝÌɯÛÖȮɂɯ*ÐÔÐɯÚÈÐËɯÈÚɯÚÏÌɯ

ÚÔÐÓÌËɯ ÔÐÚÊÏÐÌÝÖÜÚÓàȭɯ ɯ Ɂ3ÏÌÙÌɀÚɯ ×ÓÌÕÛàɯ ÖÍɯ

×ÜÉÓÐÊɯÐÕÍÖɯÖÕɯÏÌÙȭɯɯ2ÏÌɀÚɯÈɯ"ÖÓÖÙÈËÖɯ5ÖÙÛÌßȭɂ 

Ɂ2ÏÌɀÚɯÈɯ×ÙÖɯÍÖÖÛÉÈÓÓɯ×ÓÈàÌÙȳɂ 

Ɂ&ÖÈÓɯÒÐÊÒÌÙȭɂɯɯ*ÐÔÐɯÍÐÓÓÌËɯÏÌÙɯÊÜ×ɯÞÐÛÏɯ

coffee and a cinnamon stick from another 

machiÕÌȭɯɯɁ2ÏÌɀÚɯÚÊÖÙÌËɯÚÐßɯ×ÖÐÕÛÚɯÚÖɯÍÈÙɯÛÏÐÚɯ

season, and scored a game-ÞÐÕÕÌÙɯÓÈÚÛɯàÌÈÙȭɂ 

Ɂ3ÏÈÛɯÌß×ÓÈÐÕÚɯÞÏàɯÛÏÖÚÌɯ×ÌÖ×ÓÌɯÛÖÖÒɯ

their picture with her.  Now that you mention 

it, I think I remember seeing her name once or 

twice during gamesȭɂ 

Ɂ2ÏÌɀÚɯÈɯÉÜËËÐÕÎɯÚtar.  I knew she was 

out of your league from the start, but I had no 

ÐËÌÈɯÏÖÞɯÍÈÙɯÖÜÛȭɂ 

Ɂ8ÖÜɯ ÑÜÚÛɯ ÞÈÛÊÏɯ ÐÛȮɯ ×ÈÙÛÕÌÙȭɯ ɯ (ɯ ÑÜÚÛɯ

wonder why she was so interested in 

everything that happened at the Robins 

ÙÌÚÐËÌÕÊÌȭɂɯɯ)ÈÊÒɯÛÖÖÒɯÏÐÚɯÑÜÐÊÌɯ×ÖÜÊÏɯÈÕËɯÚÈÛɯ
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at the baÙȭɯɯɁ2ÏÌɯÔÐÎÏÛɯÉÌɯÈɯÊÐÛÐáÌÕɯÙÌ×ÖÙÛÌÙȭɯɯ

-ÌÞÚɯÖÜÛÓÌÛÚɯÎÌÛɯÈɯÓÖÛɯÖÍɯÚÛÖÙÐÌÚɯÛÏÈÛɯÞÈàȭɂ 

Kimi sat next to him, taking a whiff of 

ÏÌÙɯ ÊÖÍÍÌÌȭɯ ɯ Ɂ"ÐÛÐáÌÕɯ ÙÌ×ÖÙÛÌÙÚɯ ÕÌÌËɯ ÛÖɯ ÉÌɯ

ÐÕÊÖÎÕÐÛÖȭɯɯ2ÏÌɀÚɯÛÖÖɯÍÈÔÖÜÚȭɯɯ!ÌÚÐËÌÚȮɯÏÖÞɯ

ËÐËɯÚÏÌɯÒÕÖÞɯÚÖÔÌÛÏÐÕÎɯÞÈÚɯÏÈ××ÌÕÐÕÎȳɂ 

Jack rÌ×ÓÐÌËȮɯ Ɂ&ÖÖËɯ ×ÖÐÕÛÚȭɯ ɯ "È×ÛÈÐÕɯ

,ÐÓÓÌÙɯÞÐÓÓɯÞÈÕÛɯÛÖɯÚÌÌȱɂ 

Ɂ/ÈÙËÖÕȮɂɯ3ÌËȮɯ)ÈÊÒɀÚɯËÐÎÐÛÈÓɯ×ÌÙÚÖÕÈÓÐÛàɯ

ÐÕÛÌÙÙÜ×ÛÌËȭɯɯɁ+ÈÕÊÌɯ1ÐÍÒÐÕȭɂ 

)ÈÊÒɯÈÕÚÞÌÙÌËɯÛÏÌɯÊÈÓÓȭɯɯɁ+ÈÕÊÌȳɂ 

Ɂ(ɀÝÌɯ ÈÓÙÌÈËàɯ ÎÖÛɯ ÚÖÔÌɯ ÈÕÚÞÌÙÚɯ ÍÖÙɯ

àÖÜȮɂɯ+ÈÕÊÌɯÚÈÐËȭɯɯɁ!ÜÏÕÌɀÚɯ"ÖÓÜÔÕÚɯËÖÕɀÛɯ

spread out from the source like light waves.  

Even though they can be aimed at any angle 

or direction, they maintain their original 

ËÐÈÔÌÛÌÙɯÕÖɯÔÈÛÛÌÙɯÏÖÞɯÍÈÙɯÛÏÌàɀÙÌɯ×ÙÖÑÌÊÛÌËȭɯɯ

3ÏÈÛɀÚɯÞÏàɯÛÏÌàɀÙÌɯÊÈÓÓÌËɯÊÖÓÜÔÕÚȭ  3ÏÌàɀÙÌɯ

also absolutely straight.  I was easily able to 

plot out a trajectory for the column that you 

scanned.  It goes up into the air and grazes the 

ÛÖ×ɯÖÍɯÛÏÌÐÙɯÕÌÐÎÏÉÖÙɀÚɯÏÖÜÚÌȭɯɯ(ÛɯËÖÌÚÕɀÛɯÛÖÜÊÏɯ

anything after that until it hits two 

skyscrapers downtown.  Then it goes clear out 
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and hits a mountain in a residential area 

ÈÉÖÜÛɯÍÐÍÛÌÌÕɯÒÐÓÖÔÌÛÌÙÚɯÓÈÛÌÙȭɯɯ(ɯËÐËÕɀÛɯÛÙÈÊÌɯÐÛɯ

ÈÕàɯÍÈÙÛÏÌÙȭɯɯ3ÏÌÙÌɀÚɯÕÖɯÞÈàɯÞÐÛÏɯÛÏÌɯÐÕ-house 

scan that I can tell you where it originated, 

ÜÕÍÖÙÛÜÕÈÛÌÓàȭɯ ɯ (ɀÝÌɯ ÑÜÚÛɯ ÎÐÝÌÕɯ àÖÜɯ ÛÏÌɯ

ÊÖÔ×ÓÌÛÌɯÛÙÈÑÌÊÛÖÙàɯËÈÛÈȭɯɯ8ÖÜɀÓÓɯÏÈÝÌɯÛÖɯÔÈ×ɯ

it yourselvesȭɯɯ(ɀÓÓɯÎÐÝÌɯàÖÜɯÔàɯÍÜÓÓɯÙÌ×ÖÙÛɯÉàɯ

ÛÏÌɯÌÕËɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯËÈàȭɂ 

Ɂ3ÏÈÕÒÚȮɯ+ÈÕÊÌȮɂɯ)ÈÊÒɯÚÈÐËȭɯɯɁ&ÖÖËɯÑÖÉȭɯɯ

3ÏÈÛɯÞÐÓÓɯÉÌɯÈÓÓɯÍÖÙɯÕÖÞȭɂ 

Before Jack could finish his juice, Kimi 

had cross-referenced the trajectory data onto a 

scale model graphic of the region.  When 

rendered its actual size, the column, only a 

meter in diameter, seemed to Jack as thin and 

delicate as a spider web against the massive 

metropolis and even smaller against the more 

massive mountains in the distance.  The visual 

aid provided Jack with a vivid  illustration of 

the situation.  Jack understood that the line 

had been extrapolated from disturbance 

ÙÌÈËÐÕÎÚɯÐÕɯÛÏÌɯ1ÖÉÐÕÚɀɯÏÖÜÚÌȮɯÉÜÛɯÐÛɯÞÈÚɯÈɯ

straight line, ripping through buildings as if it 

was a gigantic laser. 
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Ɂ3ÏÌÙÌɀÚɯÕÖɯÞÈàɯÛÏÐÚɯÐÚɯÈÕɯÈÊÊÐËÌÕÛȮɂɯhe 

said to Kimi as he zoomed in to view the 

1ÖÉÐÕÚɀɯÏÖÜÚÌȭɯɯ3ÏÌɯÓÐÕÌɯÏÐÛɯÛÏÌɯËÐÕÐÕÎɯÙÖÖÔɯ

ÛÈÉÓÌɯÈÓÔÖÚÛɯËÌÈËɯÖÕȭɯɯɁ(ÛɀÚɯÛÖÖɯ×ÙÌÊÐÚÌȭɯɯ(ɀÔɯ

going to ask Captain Miller if we can quietly 

ÙÌÚÜÔÌɯ ÖÜÙɯ ÐÕÝÌÚÛÐÎÈÛÐÖÕɯ ÐÕÛÖɯ #ÌÓɀÚɯ ËÌÈÛÏȭɯɯ

3ÏÌÙÌɀÚɯÔÖÙÌɯÎÖÐÕÎɯÖÕɯÏÌÙÌɯÛÏÈn meets the 

ÌàÌȭɂ 
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5.  
Wednesday, September 23 

Who Casts the Shadow? 

 

Fey looked like hell.  Her neatly 

trimmed hair and sharp professional attire 

did nothing to detract from the bags under 

her eyes.  Nine days had passed since her 

ÏÜÚÉÈÕËɀÚɯ ËÌÈÛÏȭɯ Ever since her second 

ÌÕÊÖÜÕÛÌÙȮɯ 'ÜÔÈÕɯ "ÏÈÙÐÛÐÌÚȮɯ ##(ɀÚɯ ÞÌÓÍÈÙÌɯ

branch, allowed her to stay in a shelter free of 

charge.  She reclined in the imitation leather 

ÊÏÈÐÙɯ ÐÕɯ ÛÏÌɯ #ÌÕÝÌÙɯ /ÖÓÐÊÌɯ #Ì×ÈÙÛÔÌÕÛɀÚɯ

private guest lounge.  Jack and Kimi sat on 

utilitarian  modular chairs in front of her.  

Ɂ(ɀÔɯÚÖÙÙàɯÐÍɯ(ɯÚÌÌÔɯÐÕɯÈɯÍÖÎȮɂɯÚÏÌɯÚÈÐËɯÛÖɯ

ÛÏÌɯËÌÛÌÊÛÐÝÌÚȭɯɯɁ(ɯÏÈÝÌÕɀÛɯÉÌÌÕɯÐÕɯÔàɯÖÞÕɯ

bedroom since he died.  For that matter, it 

ÍÌÌÓÚɯÓÐÒÌɯ(ɯÏÈÝÌÕɀÛɯÉÌÌÕɯÐÕɯÔàɯÖÞÕɯÏÖÜÚÌɯÐÕɯ
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forever and the accommodations that Human 

ChariÛÐÌÚɯÎÈÝÌɯÜÚɯÚÜÊÒÚȭɯɯ(ɀËɯÙÈÛÏÌÙɯÛÏÈÛɯÛÏÌàɯ

ÏÈËɯÈÓÓÖÞÌËɯÔÌɯÛÖɯÚÛÈàɯÐÕɯÔÈÔÔÈɀÚɯÏÖÜÚÌɯÐÍɯ(ɯ

ÊÈÕɀÛɯÎÖɯÉÈÊÒɯÛÖɯÔàɯÖÞÕɯÏÖÔÌȭɂ 

*ÐÔÐɯÙÌ×ÓÐÌËȮɯɁ(ÛɀÚɯÍÖÙɯÛÏÌɯÉÌÛÛÌÙɯÛÏÈÛɯàÖÜɯ

stay away from your house  and away from 

anybody you know , especially in light of what 

we discoÝÌÙÌËɯàÌÚÛÌÙËÈàȭɂ 

Ɂ6ÌɯÏÈÝÌɯÙÌÈÚÖÕɯÛÖɯÉÌÓÐÌÝÌɯÛÏÈÛɯÞÏÈÛɯ

happened to your husband and you was no 

ÈÊÊÐËÌÕÛȮɂɯ )ÈÊÒɯ ÊÖÕÛÙÐÉÜÛÌËȭɯ ɯ Ɂ2ÖÔÌÉÖËàɀÚɯ

been pointing a nonparticle instrument into 

your house.  Our researcher tells us that the 

beam from this instrument was  specifically 

ÊÈÓÐÉÙÈÛÌËɯÛÖɯÞÙÌÈÒɯÏÈÝÖÊɯÖÕɯÉÙÈÐÕɯÛÐÚÚÜÌȭɂ 

Ɂ!ÜÛɯÛÏÌɯËÌÔÖÕÚȱȮɂɯ%ÌàɯÚÈÐËȭ 

ɁȱÈÙÌɯ ×ÙÖÉÈÉÓàɯ ÙÌÓÐÊÚɯ ÛÏÈÛɯ ÛÏÌɯ ÉÙÈÐÕɯ

produces as neural pathways disintegrate, 

similar to near -ËÌÈÛÏɯÌß×ÌÙÐÌÕÊÌÚȮɂɯÚÈÐËɯ*ÐÔÐȭɯɯ

Ɂ#ÌÓɯÔÈàɯÏÈÝÌɯÉÌÌÕɯÌß×ÖÚÌËɯÛÖɯÛÏÌɯÉÌÈÔɯÓÖÕg 

ÌÕÖÜÎÏɯÍÖÙɯÐÛɯÛÖɯÉÌɯÍÈÛÈÓȭɂ 

Ɂ'ȱÏÖÞɯÊÖÜÓËɯÛÏÈÛɯÏÈ××ÌÕȳɂ 

Ɂ6ÌɯËÖÕɀÛɯÒÕÖÞɯàÌÛȮɂɯ)ÈÊÒɯÈÕÚÞÌÙÌËȭɯɯ

Ɂ ÕËɯÞÌɯËÖÕɀÛɯÒÕÖÞɯÞÏÖɯÖÙɯÞÏàȮɯÉÜÛɯÞÌɀÙÌɯ
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treating this as a violent crime investigation.  

The scan Detective Arimuro did indicated that 

the focal point of this beam was the side of the 

table where Del was sitting.  DDI has given us 

access to the last five days of his digital 

ÛÙÈÕÚÈÊÛÐÖÕÚɯÚÖɯÍÈÙȮɯÈÕËɯÞÌɀÝÌɯÈÓÙÌÈËàɯÉÌÌÕɯÐÕɯ

ÛÖÜÊÏɯ ÞÐÛÏɯ #ÌÓɀÚɯ ÌÔ×ÓÖàÌÙɯ ÈÉÖÜÛɯ ×ÖÚÚÐÉÓÌɯ

ÚÜÚ×ÌÊÛÚȭɂ 

Ɂ'ÌɯÞÈÚɯÑÜÚÛɯÈɯÊÖÙ×ÖÙÈÛÌɯÈÛÛÖÙÕÌàȮɂɯ%Ìàɯ

saiËȭɯ ɯ Ɂ'Ìɯ ÙÌÝÐÌÞÌËɯ ÈÕËɯ ËÙÈÍÛÌËɯ ÐÕÛÌÙÕÈÓɯ

documents for a living.  He hardly had 

contact with anybody other than the 

ÔÈÕÈÎÌÙÚȭɂ 

)ÈÊÒɯÕÖËËÌËȭɯɯɁ3ÏÈÛɀÚɯ×ÙÌÛÛàɯÔÜÊÏɯÞÏÈÛɯ

his supervisor and co-ÞÖÙÒÌÙÚɯÚÈÐËȭɯɯ6ÌɀÝÌɯ

been unable to find anything in his digital 

communications or financial records that form 

ÈÕàɯ×ÓÈÜÚÐÉÓÌɯÓÌÈËÚȮɯÌÐÛÏÌÙȭɯɯ3ÏÈÛɀÚɯÞÏàɯÞÌɯ

called you here.  Are you aware of anything 

that might make somebody want to harm 

ÏÐÔȳɂ 

Ɂ(ɯÊÈÕɀÛɯÛÏÐÕÒɯÖÍɯÈÕàÉÖËàɯÙÐÎÏÛɯÕÖÞȭɂ 

Ɂ ÙÌɯàÖÜɯÚÜÙÌȳɂɯ*ÐÔÐɯÈÚÒÌËȭɯɯɁ(ÍɯàÖÜɯ

can think of anything small that we could take 
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to DDI to convince them to give us access to 

more of his data, we might be able to pursue 

something more specificȭɂ 

Fey acknowledged with a timid nod, but 

was unable to bring anything to light.  

Ɂ#ÖɯàÖÜɯÏÈÝÌɯÈÕàɯÙÌÈÚÖÕɯto suspect that 

àÖÜÙɯ ÏÜÚÉÈÕËɯ ÞÈÚɯ ÏÈÝÐÕÎɯ ÈÕɯ ÈÍÍÈÐÙȳɂɯ )ÈÊÒɯ

asked. 

Ɂ ÕɯÈÍÍÈÐÙȳɯɯ-ÌÝÌÙȭɯɯ-ÖȮɯÕÖɯÙÌÈÚÖÕɯÈÛɯÈÓÓɯ

ÛÖɯÚÜÚ×ÌÊÛɯÈÕɯÈÍÍÈÐÙȭɯɯ6Ïàȳɂ 

Jack showed her a publicity photo of 

Poppy Frainey in a Colorado Vortex training 

ÜÕÐÍÖÙÔȭɯɯɁ'ÈÝÌɯàÖÜɯÌÝÌÙɯÚÌÌÕɯÛÏÐÚɯÞÖÔÈÕ 

before?  Maybe just walking down the 

sidewalk, or casually talking to your 

ÏÜÚÉÈÕËȳɂ 

%ÖÙÊÐÕÎɯÈɯÚÔÈÓÓɯÊÏÜÊÒÓÌȮɯ%ÌàɯÚÈÐËȮɯɁ2ÏÌɀÚɯ

ÕÖÛɯÏÐÚɯÛà×ÌɯÈÛɯÈÓÓȭɯɯ(ɀÝÌɯÕÌÝÌÙɯÚÌÌÕɯÏÌÙɯÉÌÍÖÙÌȮɯ

but I recognize the name from watching 

ÎÈÔÌÚȭɂ 

)ÈÊÒɯ ÊÖÕÛÐÕÜÌËȮɯ Ɂ6ÈÚɯ ÏÌɯ ÙÌÈÓÓàɯinto 

ÍÖÖÛÉÈÓÓȳɯɯ#ÐËɯÏÌɯÈÛÛÌÕËɯÎÈÔÌÚɯÐÕɯ×ÌÙÚÖÕȳɂ 
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Ɂ(ɯÎÜÌÚÚɯÏÌɯÓÐÒÌËɯÍÖÖÛÉÈÓÓɯÈÚɯÔÜÊÏɯÈÚɯ

anybody else, but he hadÕɀÛɯÉÌÌÕɯÛÖɯÈɯÎÈÔÌɯÐÕɯ

àÌÈÙÚȭɂ 

Ever since Jack first laid eyes on Poppy 

Frainey, his intuition told him that she was 

ÚÖÔÌÏÖÞɯÐÕÝÖÓÝÌËȮɯÉÜÛɯÏÌɯÏÈËÕɀt been able to 

discern how.  He hoped that questioning Fey 

ÈÉÖÜÛɯ#ÌÓɀÚɯÐÕÝÖÓÝÌÔÌÕÛɯÞÐÛÏɯÏÌÙɯÞÖÜÓËɯàÐÌÓËɯ

some little tidbit of information that would 

link his warrior godde ss to the scene. 

Ɂ6ÖÜÓËɯàÖÜɯÔÐÕËɯÓÖÖÒÐÕÎɯÈÛɯÈɯÝÐËÌÖȳɂɯ

he asked Fey as he began to play the clip he 

had captured of Poppy in the restaurant 

parking lot.  

Ɂ8ÖÜɀÙÌɯÈɯ×ÌÌ×ÐÕÎɯ3ÖÔȮɂɯ*ÐÔÐɯÊÏÐËÌËɯ

quietly.  

Jack shushed his partner.  As it played, 

)ÈÊÒɯ ÕÖÛÌËɯ ÛÏÐÕÎÚɯ ÛÏÈÛɯ ÔÐÎÏÛɯ ÑÖÎɯ %ÌàɀÚɯ

ÔÌÔÖÙàȭɯɯɁ3ÏÈÛɀÚɯÏÌÙɯÝÌÏÐÊÓÌȭɂɯɯ'Ìɯ×ÖÐÕÛÌËɯ

ÖÜÛɯ ÏÌÙɯ  ÓÉÈÛÙÖȭɯ ɯ Ɂ'Ève you ever seen it 

around your neighborhood or where Del 

ÞÖÙÒÌËȳɂ 

Fey shook her head. 
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Ɂ'ÈÝÌɯ àÖÜɯ ÖÙɯ #ÌÓɯ ÌÝÌÙɯ ÉÌÌÕɯ ÛÖɯ ÛÏÐÚɯ

restaurant before?  Is it in an area that Del 

ÔÐÎÏÛɯÍÙÌØÜÌÕÛȳɂ 

Ɂ(ɯÒÕÖÞɯÞÏÌÙÌɯÐÛɯÐÚȮɯÉÜÛɯÞÌɀÝÌɯÕÌÝÌÙɯ

ÉÌÌÕɯÛÏÌÙÌȭɂɯ%ÌàɯÙÌ×ÓÐÌËȭ 

The video played on.  The conversation 

drifted to discussions of how the Votrex were 

ËÖÐÕÎɯ ÛÏÐÚɯ ÚÌÈÚÖÕɯ ÈÕËɯ *ÐÔÐɀÚɯ ÝÐÌÞɯ ÖÍɯ ÛÏÌɯ

afterlife.  

Ɂ.ÏȮɯÔàɯ&ÖËȵɂɯ%ÌàɯÌßÊÓÈÐÔÌËɯÚÜËËÌÕÓàɯ

ÈÚɯÚÏÌɯÓÜÙÊÏÌËɯÉÈÊÒÞÈÙËɯÐÕɯÏÌÙɯÊÏÈÐÙȭɯɯɁ3ÏÈÛɀÚɯ

2ÈÙÈÛɯ *È×ÖÖÙȵɂɯ ɯ 2ÏÌɯ ÐËÌÕÛÐÍÐÌËɯ ÛÏÌɯ ÖÓËÌÙɯ

gentleman who was getting affectionate with 

Ms. Frainey.  Jack paused the video, zooming 

in on the man. 

%Ìàɯ ÎÙÖÞÓÌËȮɯ Ɂ(ɯ ÒÕÌÞɯ ÏÌɯ ÞÈÚɯ Èɯ ÉÈËɯ

ÊÏÈÙÈÊÛÌÙȮɯÉÜÛɯ(ɯÏÈËɯÕÖɯÐËÌÈɯÏÌɀËɯÔÜÙËÌÙɯÔàɯ

ÏÜÚÉÈÕËȵɂ 

Ɂ6ÈÐÛɯÈɯÔÐÕÜÛÌȮɂɯ)ÈÊÒɯÚÈÐËȮɯÚÛÐÓÓɯÔÌÕÛÈÓÓàɯ

×ÙÖÊÌÚÚÐÕÎɯ%ÌàɀÚɯÙÌÝÌÓÈÛÐÖÕȭɯɯɁ+ÌÛɀÚɯÕÖÛɯÑÜÔ×ɯ

ÛÖɯÊÖÕÊÓÜÚÐÖÕÚȭɂ 

Ɂ'ÌɀÚɯÈɯÛÙÌÈÊÏÌÙÖÜÚɯÔÈÕȮɂɯ%ÌàɯÚÈÐË as 

she grimaced. Ɂ'ÌɀÚɯ ÛÏÌɯ ÔÜÙËÌÙÌÙȮɯ ÈÓÙÐÎÏÛȭɯɯ

3ÙÜÚÛɯÔÌȭɂ 
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Ɂ6Ïàɯ ÞÖÜÓËɯ ÏÌɯ ÞÈÕÛɯ ÛÖɯ ÏÈÙÔɯ #ÌÓȳɂɯ

Jack inquired. 

Ɂ(ɀÔɯÖÕɯÛÏÌɯ!ÖÈÙËɯÖÍ Trustees of Grant 

Valley Medical Designs.  Kapoor is moving to 

buy out Grant Valley.  He owns a number of 

competing companies.  Our bottom line has 

been faltering for nine quarters, and a lot of 

ÉÖÈÙËɯÔÌÔÉÌÙÚɯÚÌÌɯ*È×ÖÖÙɀÚɯÉÜàÖÜÛɯÈÚɯÈɯÞÈàɯ

to expand our budget and get some new types 

of projects.  We have a vote on the buyout 

ÕÌßÛɯÔÖÕÛÏȭɯɯ(ɀÝÌɯÉÌÌÕɯËÌÚ×ÌÙÈÛÌÓàɯÛÙàÐÕÎɯÛÖɯ

×ÙÌÝÌÕÛɯ ÛÏÌɯ ÉÜàÖÜÛɯ ÉÌÊÈÜÚÌɯ (ɯ ÉÌÓÐÌÝÌɯ ÏÌɀÓÓɯ

cannibalize our intellectual property and 

disband us.  I also found that he has ties to 

ÚÖÔÌɯÝÌÙàɯÚÏÈËàɯÐÕËÐÝÐËÜÈÓÚȭɂ 

Ɂ'ÈÚɯÏÌɯÔÈËÌɯÈÕàɯÛÏÙÌÈÛÚɯÛÖÞÈÙËɯàÖÜ?  

Would he have any reason to harm your 

ÏÜÚÉÈÕËȳɂɯ*ÐÔÐɯÈÚÒÌËȭ 

Ɂ'Ìɯ ÞÈÚÕɀÛɯ ÈÍÛÌÙɯ #ÌÓȮɂɯ %Ìàɯ Ú×ÜÛÛÌÙÌËȭɯɯ

Ɂ'ÌɯÞÈÚɯÈÍÛÌÙɯÔÌȭɯɯ(ɯÒÕÖÞɯÐÛȭɯɯ(ɀÔɯÛÏÌɯÔÈÐÕɯ

voice against his buyout.  Without my 

ÐÕÛÌÙÝÌÕÛÐÖÕȮɯ(ɀÔɯÚÜÙÌɯÛÏÈÛɯÛÏÌɯÝÖÛÌɯÞÐÓÓɯ×ÈÚÚȭɂ 
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Ɂ#ÖɯàÖÜɯÔÌÈÕɯÛÖɯÚÈàɯÛÏÈt you think you 

were the intended vicÛÐÔȳɂɯ*ÐÔÐɯÈÚÒÌËȭɯɯ%Ìàɯ

nodded. 

Jack said, Ɂ3ÏÈÛɯÔÐÎÏÛɯÌß×ÓÈÐÕɯÞÏàɯÛÏÌɯ

!ÜÏÕÌɀÚɯ"ÖÓÜÔÕɯÞÈÚɯÜÚÌËɯÈɯÚÌÊÖÕËɯÛÐÔÌȭɯɯ'Ìɯ

could have realized that he missed his mark 

the first time.   If any of this conjecture is true, 

àÖÜɀÙÌɯÚÛÐÓÓɯÐÕɯËÈÕÎÌÙȭɂ 

-ÖÛÐÊÐÕÎɯÛÏÈÛɯ%ÌàɀÚɯÛÌÈÙÚɯÞÌÙÌɯÍÓÖÞÐÕÎɯ

now, Kimi rushed to her side with a tissue.  

Ɂ'ÈÝÌɯ àÖÜɯ ÛÖÓËɯ ÈÕàÉÖËàɯ ÞÏÌÙÌɯ àÖÜɀÙÌɯ

ÚÛÈàÐÕÎȳɂ 

Ɂ ɯÍÌÞɯ×ÌÖ×ÓÌȮɂɯ%ÌàɯÚÈÐËȭ 

Ɂ6ÌɀÙÌɯÎÖÐÕÎɯÛÖɯÛÈÒÌɯàÖÜɯÖÜÛɯÖÍɯ##(ɀÚɯ

ÊÈÙÌɯÈÕËɯÔÖÝÌɯàÖÜɯÛÖɯÈɯ×ÖÓÐÊÌɯÚÈÍÌɯÏÖÜÚÌȮɂɯ

Kimi  informed her.  

Ɂ.ÏȮɯÕÖȮɂɯ%ÌàɯÚÐÎÏÌËȭɯɯɁ,ÖÝÌɯÈÙÖÜÕËɯ

ÈÎÈÐÕȳɂ 

Although cautious about circumstantial 

evidence, Jack felt personally gratified that his 

obsession with Poppy Frainey was shaping up 

to be more than a lark.  He rose from his seat 

to make preparations to kick the Robins 

investigation into a higher gear as Kimi 



Shadow of Turning 
 

- 46 -  

wrapped up ÛÏÌɯÐÕÛÌÙÝÐÌÞɯÛÖɯ×ÙÌ×ÈÙÌɯÍÖÙɯ%ÌàɀÚ 

relocation. 
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6.  
 

Thursday, September 24 

The Reach of the Shadow 

 

*ÐÔÐɀÚɯ ÏÖÜÚÌɯ ÞÈÚɯ Èɯ ÞÌÓÊÖÔÐÕÎɯ

experience for Jack.  While starting a family 

ÈÕËɯ ÚÌÛÛÓÐÕÎɯ ËÖÞÕɯ ÞÌÙÌɯ ÕÖÛɯ ÈÔÖÕÎɯ )ÈÊÒɀÚɯ

priorities, he certainly found the comfy family 

ÈÛÔÖÚ×ÏÌÙÌɯ ÖÍɯ ÏÐÚɯ ×ÈÙÛÕÌÙɀÚɯ ÈÉÖËÌɯ ÛÖɯ ÉÌɯ

therapeutic compared to his own house, 

which was devoid of any feminine touches 

except for a few nick-knacks Kimi had gifted 

him over time.  Since doing two partial shifts 

in one day was unusual, Kimi had taken 

advantage of the two-hour space between 

shifts to invite him over for a brief lunch and a 

few digital games.  They reclined in the family 
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room, joking with each other and s haring 

gossip. 

With a sudden shriek, Kimi sprang from 

the sofa, tumbling to her knees! 

Ɂ6ÏÈÛȳɂɯÈÚÒÌËɯ)ÈÊÒɯÐÕɯÈɯÔÐÓËɯ×ÈÕÐÊɯÈÚɯ

his police training kicked in, allowing him to 

take instant note of his surroundings and 

prepare for possible danger.   Tracing KimÐɀÚɯ

glance to the right side of the room toward the 

kitchen doorway, he saw no signs of 

disturbance. 

Kimi rose, patted her spot on the sofa, 

ÈÕËɯÚÈÛɯËÖÞÕɯÈÎÈÐÕȭɯɯɁ(ɀÔɯÚÖÙÙàȮɯ(ɯÏÌÈÙËɯÈɯ

distant sound and I thought it was coming 

ÍÙÖÔɯÕÌÈÙɯÛÏÌɯÒÐÛÊÏÌÕȭɂ 

Ɂ(ɯÛÏÐÕÒɯÐÛɯÞÈÚɯÑÜÚÛɯÛÏÌɯÏÖÜÚÌɯÚÌÛÛÓÐÕÎȭɂ 

Ɂ%ÖÙÎÐÝÌɯÔÌɯÍÖÙɯ×ÈÕÐÊÒÐÕÎȭɯɯ1ÐÊÒɯÛÌÓÓÚɯ

ÔÌɯ(ɀÝÌɯÉÌÌÕɯÈɯÔÌÚÚɯÚÐÕÊÌȮɯÞÌÓÓȮɯÚÐÕÊÌɯ(ɯgot hit 

with the column in the RobinÚɀɯÏÖÜÚÌȭɂ 

)ÈÊÒɯ×ÜÛɯÏÐÚɯÈÙÔɯÈÙÖÜÕËɯÏÌÙȭɯɯɁ(ÛɯÔÐÎÏÛɯ

ÕÖÛɯÉÌɯÈɯÉÈËɯÐËÌÈɯÛÖɯÛÈÒÌɯÚÖÔÌɯÓÌÈÝÌȭɂ 

Ɂ-ÖȮɯÕÖȮɂɯ*ÐÔÐ ×ÙÖÛÌÚÛÌËȭɯɯɁ(ÛɀÚɯÕÖÛɯÓÐÒÌɯ

ÛÏÈÛȭɯ(ɯÑÜÚÛɯÊÈÕɀÛɯÍÖÙÎÌÛɯÞÏÈÛɯÏÈ××ÌÕÌËɯÛÖɯÔÌȯɯ
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the hands, the mist.  Is that what they mean 

by the icy ÍÐÕÎÌÙÚɯÖÍɯËÌÈÛÏȳɂ 

Ɂ'ÌàȮɂɯ)ÈÊÒɯÚÈÐËȭɯɯɁ(ɯËÖÕɀÛɯÛÏÐÕÒɯ(ɯÌÝÌÙɯ

told you this, but when I was a kid, I 

developed partial necrosis of the lungs due to 

ÈÕɯÐÕÍÌÊÛÐÖÕȭɯɯ(ɯËÖÕɀÛɯÙÌÔÌÔÉÌÙɯÔÜÊÏɯÈÉÖÜÛɯÐÛɯ

because I was only three, but my dad says 

that the first night of that was the most misery 

ÏÌɀËɯÌÝÌÙɯÚÌÌÕɯÔÌɯÐÕȭɯɯ3ÏÌɯ×ÈÙÈÔÌËÐÊÚɯÚÈÐËɯ(ɯ

only had twenty percent lung capacity, and 

everyone wÈÚɯÈÍÙÈÐËɯ(ɯÞÈÚÕɀÛɯÎÖÐÕÎɯÛÖɯÔÈÒÌɯÐÛȭɯɯ

According to dad, when I was on life support, 

I was terrified of a huge monster stalking me 

ÛÏÈÛɯ(ɯÊÈÓÓÌËɯ,Ùȭɯ!ÜÓÓɯ*ÐÕÎȭɂ 

Ɂ,Ùȭɯ!ÜÓÓɯ*ÐÕÎȳɂɯ*ÐÔÐɯÙÈÐÚÌËɯÏÌÙɯÉÙÖÞȭ 

)ÈÊÒɯÚÛÜÛÛÌÙÌËȭɯɯɁ+ȱÓÖÖÒȮɯ(ɯÎÜÌÚÚɯÞÏÈÛɯ

(ɀÔɯÛÙàÐÕÎɯÛÖɯÚÈàɯÐÚɯÛÏÈÛɯ(ɯÛÏÐÕÒɯÌÝÌÙàÉÖËàɀÚɯ

near-death experiences are different, and I 

hope that yours were squarely in the realm of 

ÚÊÐÌÕÊÌɯÈÕËɯÔÌËÐÊÐÕÌȭɂ 

Before they were able to explore the 

topic further, Kimi received a call from Benji 

Miller, their supervisor.  Shak ing herself back 

into a professional demeanor, Kimi 
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transferred the image of Miller, a slightly 

portly gentleman in his fifties, to the large 

display on the wall.  

Ɂ(ɀÔɯ ÙÌÈÓÓàɯ ÚÖÙÙàɯÍÖÙɯ ÐÕÛÌÙÙÜ×ÛÐÕÎɯ àÖÜɯ

ËÜÙÐÕÎɯàÖÜÙɯÖÍÍɯÛÐÔÌȮɂɯ,ÐÓÓÌÙɯÉÌÎÈÕȮɯɁ!ÜÛɯàÖÜɯ

said yoÜɀËɯÉÌɯÛÖÎÌÛÏÌÙȮɯÈÕËɯ(ɯÕÌÌËɯÛÖɯÏÈÕËÓÌɯÈɯ

few things before you speak to that woman 

ÛÏÐÚɯÈÍÛÌÙÕÖÖÕȭɂ 

Ɂ ÕàÛÏÐÕÎɯÞÌɯÊÈÕɯËÖȮɂɯ)ÈÊÒɯÚÈÐËȭ 

Ɂ(Õɯ ÛÏÌɯ ÓÈÚÛɯ ÏÖÜÙȮɯ ÛÏÌɯ 1ÖÉÐÕÚɯ

ÐÕÝÌÚÛÐÎÈÛÐÖÕɯ ÏÈÚɯ ÊÖÔÌɯ ÛÖɯ ÛÏÌɯ ÍÖÙÌÍÙÖÕÛȮɂɯ

,ÐÓÓÌÙɯÚÈÐËȭɯɯɁ3ÏÌɯÊÖÔÔÐÚÚÐÖÕÌÙɯÍÖÜÕËɯÖÜÛɯ

about the safe house assignment for the 

ÝÐÊÛÐÔɀÚɯ ÞÐÍÌȮɯ ÈÕËȮɯ ÈÚɯ àÖÜɀËɯ Ìß×ÌÊÛȮɯ ÛÏÈÛɯ

ÎÌÕÌÙÈÛÌËɯÈɯÛÖÕɯÖÍɯØÜÌÚÛÐÖÕÚɯÛÏÈÛɯ(ɯËÐËÕɀÛɯÏÈÝÌɯ

ÈÕÚÞÌÙÚɯÛÖȭɂ 

Ɂ(ÍɯàÖÜɯÍÐÕËɯÈÕàɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯÈÕÚÞÌÙÚȮɯÓÌÛɯÜÚɯ

ÒÕÖÞȮɯ ÖÒÈàȳɂɯ )ÈÊÒɯ ÚÔÐÓÌËȭɯ ɯ Ɂ6ÌɀÙÌɯ ×ÙÌÛÛàɯ

short in the answers department ourselves.ɂ 

Ɂ.ÕÌɯ ÖÍɯ ÛÏÌɯ ÉÐÎɯ ÐÚÚÜÌÚɯ ÐÚɯ ÛÏÌɯ ÓÈÊÒɯ ÖÍɯ

certainty that this needs to be a criminal 

ÔÈÛÛÌÙȮɂɯ,ÐÓÓÌÙɯÌß×ÓÈÐÕÌËȭɯɯɁ3ÏÌɯ#Ì×ÈÙÛÔÌÕÛɯ

of Health and Safety still claims the original 

incident as theirs.  On top of that, the 
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justification for your questioning this P oppy 

Frainey person is largely circumstantial, and 

ÚÏÌɀÚɯ ÍÈÔÖÜÚɯ ÌÕÖÜÎÏɯ ÛÖɯ ×ÜÉÓÐÊÐáÌɯ ÈÕàÛÏÐÕÎɯ

ÛÏÈÛɯÏÈ××ÌÕÚȭɂ 

)ÈÊÒɯØÜÐÊÒÓàɯÊÏÐÔÌËɯÐÕȭɯɯɁ(ɀÔɯÈɯ×ÌÙÚÖÕÈÓɯ

ÌàÌÞÐÛÕÌÚÚɯ ÛÖɯ ÏÌÙɯ ÉÌÐÕÎɯ ÕÌÈÙɯ ÛÏÌɯ 1ÖÉÐÕÚɀɯ

house both occasions we were called down.  

3ÏÌɯ ÝÐÊÛÐÔɀÚɯ ÞÐÍÌɯ ×ÖÚÐÛively identified her 

boyfriend as someone she met with 

immediately after one of those occasions, and 

established a motive against him.  Ms. Frainey 

is the one person who might be able to tie 

ÌÝÌÙàÛÏÐÕÎɯÛÖÎÌÛÏÌÙȭɯɯ6ÌɯÊÈÕɀÛɯ×ÙÖÊÌÌËɯÜÕÛÐÓɯ

we have her statemenÛÚȭɂ 

Ɂ(ɯÛÙÜÚÛɯàÖÜȮɯ)ÈÊÒȮɯÉÜÛɯÐÍɯÛÏÐÚɯÐÕÛÌÙÝÐÌÞɯ

ÛÜÙÕÚɯÖÜÛɯÈÚɯÉÈËÓàɯÈÚɯàÌÚÛÌÙËÈàɀÚɯ×ÙÖÉÌɯÐÕÛÖɯ

'ÈÓÔÈÕ ÉÙÈÔÚ2ÈÛÈÓÐÕÐȮɯ àÖÜɯ ÞÖÕɀÛɯ ÏÈÝÌɯ Èɯ

ÊÈÚÌɯÈÕËɯ,ÙÚȭɯ1ÖÉÐÕÚɯÞÖÕɀÛɯÉÌɯÚÛÈàÐÕÎɯÞÐÛÏɯÜÚɯ

ÔÜÊÏɯÓÖÕÎÌÙȭɂ 

Ɂ'ÈÓÔÈÕ ÉÙÈÔÚ2ÈÛÈÓÐÕÐɯ ËÐËÕɀÛɯ ÎÖɯ

ÉÈËÓàȮɯÚÐÙȭɯɯ6ÌɯÑÜÚÛɯËÐËÕɀÛɯÎÌÛɯÞhat we needed 

ÍÙÖÔɯÛÏÌÔȭɯɯ3ÏÌɯ.×ÌÙÈÛÐÖÕÚɯ#ÐÙÌÊÛÖÙɯÞÖÜÓËÕɀÛɯ

ÓÌÛɯÜÚɯÐÕɯÞÐÛÏÖÜÛɯÈɯÞÈÙÙÈÕÛȭɂ 
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Ɂ3ÏÌɯ.×ÌÙÈÛÐÖÕÚɯ#ÐÙÌÊÛÖÙɯÐÚɯÈÕɯÐÛÊÏɯÈÕËɯ

a flea short of filing a formal complaint about 

ÛÏÌɯ ÈÍÍÈÐÙȭɯ ɯ 'Ìɯ ÞÈÚÕɀÛɯ ÈÔÜÚÌËɯ ÈÛɯ àÖÜÙɯ

implication that his company is involved in a 

homicide.  How did you come by that 

ÊÖÕÊÓÜÚÐÖÕȳɂ 

)ÈÊÒɯÍÐÚÏÌËɯÍÖÙɯÞÖÙËÚȭɯɯɁ(ɯËÐËÕɀÛɯÐÔ×Óàɯ

anything to him.  I only stated that my inquiry 

was part of a Denver Police Violent Crimes 

Division death investigation.  I did a search of 

publicly available inf ormation and found that 

HalmanAbramsSatalini was one of only two 

businesses in the metro area that owns a 

large-scale !ÜÏÕÌɀÚɯÊÈÕÕÖÕȭɯɯ-ÖÞȮɯÛÏÌɯÉÌÈÔɯ

that Kimi identified that poked into the 

1ÖÉÐÕÚɀɯÏÖÜÚÌɯÏÈËɯÈɯÝÌÙàɯÚ×ÌÊÐÍÐÊɯÛÙÈÑÌÊÛÖÙàɯ

that could only have a fixed number of places 

of origin.  Guess what business has six floors 

ÐÕɯ ÖÕÌɯ ÖÍɯ ÛÏÌɯ ÛÞÖɯ ÉÜÐÓËÐÕÎÚɯ ÛÏÌɯ ÉÌÈÔɀÚɯ

ÛÙÈÑÌÊÛÖÙàɯÏÐÛÚȭɂ 

Ɂ8ÖÜɯËÖÕɀÛɯÏÈÝÌɯÛÖɯÊÖÕÝÐÕÊÌɯÔÌȮɂɯ,ÐÓÓÌÙɯ

ÙÌ×ÓÐÌËȭɯɯɁ)ÜÚÛɯÔÈÒÌɯÚÜÙÌɯÛÏÈÛɯÛÏÌɯÓÐÕÌÚɯàÖÜɯ

connect the dots with are thick.  People are 



Jeromie Carr & James Dunn 
 

- 53 - 

ÈÓÙÌÈËàɯ ÊÈÓÓÐÕÎɯ àÖÜȮɯ ȿ(ÕÚ×ÌÊÛÖÙɯ 3ÈÛÌȮɯ &ÏÖÚÛɯ

'ÜÕÛÌÙȭɂ 

Ɂ-ÖÛɯÎÏÖÚÛȮɂɯÚÈÐËɯ)ÈÊÒȭɯɯɁ3ÏÌɯÐÕÝÐÚÐÉÓÌɯ

ÔÈÕȭɂ 

Ɂ2×ÈÙÌɯÔÌȭɂ 

Ɂ(ɀÝÌɯÉÌÌÕɯÛÏÐÕÒÐÕÎɯÈÉÖÜÛɯÛÏÐÚȭɯɯ)ÜÚÛɯÓÐÒÌɯ

the invisible man could stalk his victims 

ÞÐÛÏÖÜÛɯ ÉÌÐÕÎɯ ÚÌÌÕȮɯ ÞÌɀÙÌɯ ËÌÈÓÐÕÎɯ ÞÐÛÏɯ Èɯ

device than can essentially kill people leaving 

no trace of its presence or where it came from.   

It can pass through walls leaving no damage.  

It can evidently be deployed from many 

kilometers away without a clear line of sight.  

Unless someone like Kimi is there with a 

ÔÜÓÛÐÚÊÈÕÕÌÙɯ ËÜÙÐÕÎɯ ÛÏÌɯ ÈÊÛÜÈÓɯ ÈÛÛÈÊÒȮɯ ÐÛɀÚɯ

ÈÓÔÖÚÛɯÊÖÔ×ÓÌÛÌÓàɯÜÕÛÙÈÊÌÈÉÓÌȭɂ 

*ÐÔÐɯ ÈËËÌËȮɯ Ɂ6ÌɀÝÌɯ ÛÏÖÜÎÏÛɯ ÛÏÈÛɯ

energy guns were the proverbial ice bullet, 

ÉÜÛɯÈɯÓÈÙÎÌɯÚÊÈÓÌɯ!ÜÏÕÌɀÚɯ"ÖÓÜÔÕɯÐÚɯÞÖÙÚÌȭɯɯ(Íɯ

ÈÕàÛÏÐÕÎɯÞÌɀÝÌɯËÐÚÊÖÝÌÙÌËɯÐÚɯÛÙÜÌȮɯÞÌɯÕÌÌËɯÛÖɯ

stop this bÌÍÖÙÌɯÖÛÏÌÙɯ×ÌÖ×ÓÌɯÚÌÌɯÐÛÚɯ×ÖÛÌÕÛÐÈÓȭɂ 

,ÐÓÓÌÙɯ ÚÈÐËȮɯ Ɂ+ÌÛɀÚɯ ÕÖÛɯ ÓÌÛɯ ÖÜÙɯ

imaginations get ahead of the facts.  Just get 

through the Frainey interview and take it one 
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ÚÛÌ×ɯÈÛɯÈɯÛÐÔÌȭɯɯ(ɀÓÓɯÉÌɯÙÌÈÓÓàɯÐÕÛÌÙÌÚÛÌËɯÛÖɯÚÌÌɯ

what our football player du jour has to sa àȭɂ 
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7.  
 

Later That Afternoon  

The Goddess and the Shadow  

 

Ɂ%ÐÙÚÛɯÖÍɯÈÓÓȮɂɯ)ÈÊÒɯÚÈÐËɯÛÖɯ%ÙÈÐÕÌàȮɯɁ6Ìɯ

really apologize for the short notice.  Thanks 

ÍÖÙɯÊÖÔÐÕÎɯËÖÞÕȭɯɯ6ÌɀÙÌɯÜÕËÌÙɯÈɯÏÜÎÌɯÛÐÔÌɯ

ÊÙÜÕÊÏȭɂɯɯ'ÌɯÚÈÛɯÈÛɯÈɯÚÐÔ×ÓÌɯÊÐÙÊÜÓÈÙɯÞÖÖËÌÕɯ

table in an interview room next to Kimi across 

from their intervie ÞɯÚÜÉÑÌÊÛȮɯÞÏÖȮɯÛÖɯ)ÈÊÒɀÚɯ

carnal dismay, was wearing a workout tunic 

and loose jeans that concealed her toned 

curves from view.  Only twenty minutes 

before, the detectives had plucked her from 

her condomin ium with no notice or 

explanation other than that there was a crisis 

and she could face a citation for refusal to 

ÊÖÖ×ÌÙÈÛÌɯÞÐÛÏɯÈÕɯÐÕÝÌÚÛÐÎÈÛÐÖÕɯÐÍɯÚÏÌɯËÐËÕɀÛɯ
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drop what she was doing and come with 

them.  Of course, the urgency was a ploy to 

get her to the police district house before she 

could contact or warn anybody.  

Ɂ(ÛɀÚɯ ÈÓÙÐÎÏÛȮɂɯ %ÙÈÐÕÌàɯ ÙÌ×ÓÐÌËɯ ÞÐÛÏɯ Èɯ

slight Texas drawl as she thumped her left 

ÐÕËÌßɯÍÐÕÎÌÙɯÖÕɯÛÏÌɯÚÐËÌɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯÛÈÉÓÌȭɯɯɁ(ɯËÖÕɀÛɯ

ÒÕÖÞɯÏÖÞɯ(ɀÓÓɯÉÌɯÈÉÓÌɯÛÖɯÏÌÓ×ȭɂ  

Ɂ!ÌÓÐÌÝÌɯÜÚȮɂɯ)ÈÊÒɯÚÈÐËȮɯɁ nything right 

now is better than what we have.  There was a 

biohazard situation last Monday in the 

/ÐÖÕÌÌÙɯ"ÙÌÌÒɯÕÌÐÎÏÉÖÙÏÖÖËɯÈÕËɯÞÌɀÙÌɯÛÙàÐÕÎɯ

to gather facts about what people saw and 

ÚÔÌÓÓÌËȭɂɯɯ3ÏÌɯÞÖÙËÚɯɁ/ÐÖÕÌÌÙɯ"ÙÌÌÒɂɯÔÈËÌɯ

%ÙÈÐÕÌàɯÚÛÖ×ɯÛÏÜÔ×ÐÕÎȭɯɯɁ3ÏÌɯDenver Police 

and the Department of Health and Safety 

ÏÈÝÌɯÊÖÕÛÈÊÛÌËɯÈÓÓɯÛÏÌɯÙÌÚÐËÌÕÛÚȮɯÉÜÛɯÛÏÌàɀÙÌɯ

ÚÛÐÓÓɯÊÖÔÐÕÎɯÜ×ɯÚÏÖÙÛȭɯɯ-ÖÙÔÈÓÓàȮɯÞÌɯÞÖÜÓËÕɀÛɯ

contact anybody who lives outside the 

neighborhood, but a Vortex fan recalls seeing 

you in that area that day and thought that you 

might have been jogging along the trail and 

ÚÌÌÕɯ ÚÖÔÌÛÏÐÕÎȭɂɯ ɯ #ÌÚ×ÐÛÌɯ Èɯ ÕÈÎÎÐÕÎɯ

ËÐÚÊÖÔÍÖÙÛɯ ÞÐÛÏɯ ÜÚÐÕÎɯÈɯ ÊÖÝÌÙɯÚÛÖÙàȮɯ )ÈÊÒɀÚɯ
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primary emotion was curiosity as to where 

the conversation would go.  

Ɂ ɯÍÈÕȳɯɯ6ÏÖȳɂɯ%ÙÈÐÕÌàɯÈÚÒÌËȭ 

Ɂ2Öɯ àÖÜɯwere ÛÏÌÙÌȳɂɯ *ÐÔÐɯ ÈÚÒÌËȮɯ

ËÐÝÌÙÛÐÕÎɯÍÙÖÔɯ%ÙÈÐÕÌàɀÚɯØÜÌÚÛÐÖÕȭ 

Ɂ%ÖÙɯÈɯÞÏÐÓÌȮɂɯ%ÙÈÐÕÌàɯÙÌ×ÓÐÌËȭ 

Ɂ/ÓÌÈÚÌɯÛÌÓÓɯÜÚɯÛÏÈÛɯàÖÜɯÚÈÞɯÚÖÔÌÛÏÐÕÎȮɂɯ

)ÈÊÒɯ×ÓÌÈËÌËȭɯɯɁ6ÌɯËÖÕɀÛɯÏÈÝÌɯÔÈÕàɯÖÛÏÌÙɯ

ÈÝÌÕÜÌÚȭɂ 

Ɂ(ɯ ËÖÕɀÛɯ ÒÕÖÞɯ ÞÏÈÛɯ ÛÖɯ ÚÈàȮɂɯ %ÙÈÐÕÌàɯ

ÚÈÐËȭɯɯɁ(ɯÙÌÈÓÓàɯËÐËÕɀÛɯÚÌÌɯÈÕàÛÏÐÕÎɯÜÕÜÚÜÈÓȭɂ 

Ɂ ÕàɯÚÔÌÓÓÚȮɯÖÙɯÌàÌɯÐÙÙÐÛÈÛÐÖÕÚȳɂ 

Ɂ2ÖÙÙàȮɯÕÖȭɯɯ(ɯÞÈÚɯÑÜÚÛɯËÙÐÝÐÕÎɯÛÏÙÖÜÎÏɯ

ÞÐÛÏɯÔàɯÞÐÕËÖÞÚɯÊÓÖÚÌËȭɯɯ(ɯÞÈÚÕɀÛɯÑÖÎÎÐÕÎȭɂ 

Ɂ(ɯ ÏÖ×Ìɯ àÖÜɯ ËÖÕɀÛɯ ÔÐÕËɯ ÔÌɯ ÈÚÒÐÕÎȮɂɯ

)ÈÊÒɯ ÚÈÐËɯ ÈÍÛÌÙɯ Èɯ ×ÈÜÚÌȮɯ Ɂ!ÜÛɯ ÛÏÈÛɯ

neighborhood is pretty far from your place.  

What were you doÐÕÎɯÛÏÌÙÌȳɂ 

Ɂ.ÏȮɂɯ %ÙÈÐÕÌàɯ ÚÈÐËɯ ÈÚɯ ÚÏÌɯ ÍÖÓËÌÙɯ ÏÌÙɯ

ÏÈÕËÚɯÐÕɯÏÌÙɯÓÈ×ȮɯɁ(ɀÔɯÎÌÛÛÐÕÎɯÛÐÙÌËɯÖÍɯÊÖÕËÖɯ

life, and I might be interested in getting a 

house down there, so I was just sort of 

ÚÊÖ×ÐÕÎɯÛÏÐÕÎÚɯÖÜÛȭɂ 
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Ɂ&ÖÖËɯ ÊÏÖÐÊÌȮɂɯ *ÐÔÐɯ ÊÏÐÔÌËɯ ÐÕȮɯ

ÕÖËËÐÕÎɯÈÛɯ)ÈÊÒȭɯɯɁ#ÖɯÈÕy of the other Vortex 

×ÓÈàÌÙÚɯÓÐÝÌɯÛÏÌÙÌȳɂ 

Ɂ-ÖȮɯ(ɯËÖÕɀÛɯÛÏÐÕÒɯÚÖȭɂ 

Ɂ'ÈÝÌɯàÖÜɯÌÝÌÙɯÉÖÛÏÌÙÌËɯÛÖɯÎÌÛɯÖÜÛɯÖÍɯ

your vehicle and really look at the houses 

ÈÕËȮɯÈÚɯÛÏÌàɯÚÈàȮɯÚÔÌÓÓɯÛÏÌɯÙÖÚÌÚȳɂɯ)ÈÊÒɯÈÚÒÌËɯ

with a chuckle.  

Ɂ-ÖȮɂɯÚÏÌɯÙÌ×ÓÐÌËȭɯɯɁ(ɀÔɯÕÖÛɯÈÛɯÛÏÈÛɯ×ÖÐÕÛɯ

yeÛȭɯ ɯ (ɀÓÓɯ ×ÙÖÉÈÉÓàɯ ÍÐÕËɯ ÚÖÔÌÞÏÌÙÌɯ ÞÐÛÏɯ

ÚÔÈÓÓÌÙɯ ÏÖÜÚÌÚɯ ÛÏÈÛɀÚɯ Èɯ ÓÐÛÛÓÌɯ ÊÓÖÚÌÙɯ ÛÖɯ ÛÏÌɯ

5ÖÙÛÌßɯÏÌÈËØÜÈÙÛÌÙÚȭɂ 

Ɂ'ÈÚɯÛÏÌÙÌɯÌÝÌÙɯÉÌÌÕɯÈɯÛÐÔÌȮɯÔÈàÉÌɯÕÖÛɯ

ÛÏÈÛɯËÈàȮɯÉÜÛɯÚÖÔÌɯÖÛÏÌÙɯÛÐÔÌȮɯÞÏÌÕɯàÖÜɀÝÌɯ

ÍÖÜÕËɯàÖÜÙÚÌÓÍɯÖÕɯÍÖÖÛɯÐÕɯÛÏÈÛɯÕÌÐÎÏÉÖÙÏÖÖËȳɂ 

Ɂ-Öȭɯɯ(ɀÝÌɯÖÕÓàɯËÙÐÝÌÕɯthrough it once or 

ÛÞÐÊÌɯÉÌÍÖÙÌȭɂ 

Ɂ#ÖɯàÖÜɯÙÌÔÌÔÉÌÙɯÞÏÌÕɯthe last time 

was that àÖÜɯÞÌÙÌɯÛÏÌÙÌȳɂ 

Ɂ(ÛɯÏÈËɯÛÖɯÏÈÝÌɯÉÌÌÕɯÈɯÍÌÞɯÔÖÕÛÏÚɯÈÎÖȮɂɯ

she said. 

Ɂ#ÖɯàÖÜɯÒÕÖÞɯÛÏÌɯ1ÖÉÐÕÚɯÍÈÔÐÓàȳɯɯ#ÌÓɯ

and Fey?  They live in a brown house on 
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Grape Court kind of in the middle  of the 

ÉÓÖÊÒȭɂ 

Ɂ.ÏȮɯÕÖȭɯɯ(ɯËÖÕɀÛɯÒÕÖÞɯÈÕàÉÖËàɯÞÏÖɯ

ÓÐÝÌÚɯÛÏÌÙÌȭɂ 

After asking her several more times if 

ÚÏÌɯÞÈÚɯÚÜÙÌɯÚÏÌɀËɯÕÌÝÌÙɯÏÌÈÙËɯÖÍɯÛÏÌÔȮɯ)ÈÊÒɯ

ÚÈÐËɯ ÞÐÛÏɯ Èɯ ÚÖÔÉÌÙɯ ÍÈÊÌȮɯ Ɂ3ÏÌɯ ÙÌÈÚÖÕɯ (ɀÔɯ

asking is that both of them are dead.  The 

husband died in the hou se on the 14th, and 

ÛÏÌɯÞÐÍÌɯËÐÌËɯÐÕɯÛÏÌɯÏÖÚ×ÐÛÈÓɯÈɯÍÌÞɯËÈàÚɯÈÎÖȭɂɯɯ

That was the cover story that he, Kimi and 

Miller agreed on to protect Fey and her kids.  

Frainey grew flush and sat straight up.  

Ɂ1ÌÈÓÓàȳɯɯ'ÖÞɯÈÞÍÜÓȵɂ 

)ÈÊÒɯ ÊÖÕÛÐÕÜÌËȮɯ Ɂ6ÌɀÙÌɯ ÞÖÙÒÐÕÎɯ ÞÐÛÏɯ

the Department of Health and Safety to 

determine if there might be some illegal toxic 

contamination in the area.  Are you 

ÊÖÔ×ÓÌÛÌÓàɯ ÚÜÙÌɯ ÛÏÈÛɯ àÖÜɯ ËÖÕɀÛɯ ÏÈÝÌɯ ÈÕàɯ

information at all about anything that could 

ÏÈÝÌɯÉÌÌÕɯÈɯÊÈÜÚÌɯÖÍɯÛÏÌÐÙɯËÌÈÛÏÚȳɂ 

The young wom an shook her head.  

Ɂ-ÖÛÏÐÕÎȮɯ(ɀÔɯÚÖÙÙàȭɯɯ3ÏÈÛɀÚɯÚÖɯÚÊÈÙàȵɂ 
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Ɂ6ÌÙÌɯàÖÜɯÈÞÈÙÌɯÖÍɯÈÕàɯÖÍɯÛÏÈÛȳɂɯ*ÐÔÐɯ

asked. 

Ɂ-Öȭɯɯ&ÜÌÚÚɯ(ɀÔɯÎÓÈËɯ(ɯÚÛÈàÌËɯÐÕɯÔàɯ

ÝÌÏÐÊÓÌȭɂ 

Without reluctance, Jack asked a pivotal 

ØÜÌÚÛÐÖÕȯɯɁ6ÏÈÛɯÈÉÖÜÛɯ2Ì×ÛÌÔÉÌÙɯƕƘth?  The 

night when the husbanËɯËÐÌËȳɂ 

Ɂ6ÏÈÛɯÈÉÖÜÛɯÐÛȳɂ 

Looking Frainey directly in the eyes, 

)ÈÊÒɯÈÚÒÌËȮɯɁ#ÐËɯàÖÜɯÚÌÌɯÈÕàÛÏÐÕÎɯÜÕÜÚÜÈÓɯ

that evening, or have any strange or 

frightening feelings as you were walking 

ÈÙÖÜÕËɯ ÛÏÌɯ 1ÖÉÐÕÚɀɯ ÏÖÜÚÌȮɯ ÔÈàÉÌɯ ÉÌÍÖÙÌɯ

ÌÔÌÙÎÌÕÊàɯÙÌÚ×ÖÕËÌÙÚɯÈÙÙÐÝÌËȳɂ 

Ɂ-ÖȮɂɯÚÏÌɯÚÈÐËɯÏÈÚÛÐÓàȮɯÍÖÓÓÖÞÌËɯÉàɯÈÕɯ

ÌßÛÌÕËÌËɯ×ÈÜÚÌȭɯɯɁ+ÖÖÒȮɯ(ɀÔɯÚÖÙÙàȮɯÖÍÍÐÊÌÙÚȮɯ

but this conversation is making me a little 

ÜÕÊÖÔÍÖÙÛÈÉÓÌȭɯɯ(ɀËɯÓÐÒÌɯÈɯÓÈÞàÌÙȭɂ 

Ɂ.ÍɯÊÖÜÙÚÌɯàÖÜɯÔÈàɯÎÌÛɯÈɯÓÈÞàÌÙȮɂɯ)ÈÊÒɯ

ÛÖÓËɯÏÌÙȭɯɯɁ!ÜÛɯÞÌɀÙÌɯÕÖÛɯÏÖÓËÐÕÎɯàÖÜɯÏÌÙÌȭɂ 

Ɂ3ÏÌÕɯÞÌɀÙÌɯËÖÕÌȮɂɯ%ÙÈÐÕÌàɯÏÜÍÍÌËȭɯɯ2ÏÌɯ

spun out of her chair and stormed out of the 

room without another word.  
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.ÏȮɯÞÌɀÙÌɯÕÖÛɯËÖÕÌ, Jack thought.  6ÌɀÙÌɯ

just beginning. 

He rose slightly out of his chair, but 

Kimi put her hand on his shoulder, saying, 

Ɂ+ÌÛɯÏÌÙɯÎÖȭɂ 

Ɂ6ÏÈÛɯËÖɯàÖÜɯÛÏÐÕÒȳɂɯ)ÈÊÒɯÈÚÒÌËȭ 

Ɂ(ɀÓÓɯÏÈÝÌɯÛÖɯÈËÔÐÛɯÛÏÈÛɯ(ɯÞÈÚɯÉÌÎÐÕÕÐÕÎɯ

to think that she was one of your wild goose 

ÊÏÈÚÌÚȮɂɯ*ÐÔÐɯÚÈÐËȭɯɯɁHowever, after all those 

ÍÈÓÚÐÍÐÊÈÛÐÖÕÚɯÚÏÌɯÑÜÚÛɯÓÌÛɯÍÓàȮɯàÖÜɀÝÌɯÔÈËÌɯÈɯ

ÉÌÓÐÌÝÌÙɯÖÜÛɯÖÍɯÔÌȭɂ 

Ɂ2ÏÌɀÚɯÏÐËÐÕÎɯÚÖÔÌÛÏÐÕÎȭɂ 

Ɂ.Ùɯ ×ÙÖÛÌÊÛÐÕÎɯ ÏÌÙɯ ÔÈÕȭɯ ɯ (ɀÝÌɯ ÎÖÛɯ

ÞÖÔÌÕɀÚɯÐÕÛÜÐÛÐÖÕɯÖÕɯÛÏÐÚɯÖÕÌȭɯɯ2ÏÌɯÒÕÖÞÚɯ

ÚÏÌɀÚɯàÖÜÕÎȮɯ×ÙÌÛÛàɯÈÕËɯÚÜÊÊÌÚÚÍÜÓɯÕÖÞȮɯÉÜÛɯ

ÚÏÌɯÞÖÕɀÛɯÉÌɯÈÉÓÌɯÛÖɯ×ÙÌÚÌÙÝÌɯÏÌÙɯÓÖÖÒÚɯÖÙɯ

athletic ability forever.  Along comes a 

wealthy businessman who buys her an 

Albatro, stro kes her ego and promises to keep 

ÏÌÙɯÖÕɯÛÏÌɯÍÐÕÈÕÊÐÈÓɯÚÜÕÕàɯÚÐËÌȭɯɯ ÕËɯÏÌɀÚɯÕÖÛɯ

ÛÖÖɯÉÈËɯÓÖÖÒÐÕÎȮɯÌÐÛÏÌÙȭɯɯ*È×ÖÖÙɯÖÞÕÚɯÏÌÙȭɂ 

Jack was already issuing directives to a 

screen on the wall, calling up his research file 

ÖÕɯ2ÈÙÈÛɯ*È×ÖÖÙȭɯɯɁ(ɀÓÓɯÉÜàɯÛÏÈÛȭɯɯ6ÌɯÏÈÝÌ 
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nothing on him, though, except motive as 

declared by Mrs. Robins, and two degrees of 

separation from the crime scene.  There has to 

ÉÌɯÔÖÙÌɯÛÖɯÛÏÐÚȭɂ 

Ɂ3ÌÓÓɯ àÖÜɯ ÞÏÈÛȮɂɯ *ÐÔÐɯ ÚÈÐËɯ ÈÚɯ ÚÏÌɯ

ÚÔÐÓÌËɯÈÛɯÏÌÙɯ×ÈÙÛÕÌÙȭɯɯɁ(ɯÊÈÕɯ×ÜÚÏɯÈɯÞÈÙÙÈÕÛɯ

through this afternoon.  Tomorrow morning, 

ÞÌɀÓÓɯ ×Ö×ɯ ËÖÞÕɯ ÛÖɯ 'ÈÓÔÈÕ ÉÙÈÔÚ2ÈÛÈÓÐÕÐɯ

ÈÕËɯÚÌÌɯÐÍɯÞÌɯÊÈÕɯÍÐÕËɯÛÏÌɯÔÜÙËÌÙɯÞÌÈ×ÖÕȭɂ 
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8.  
 

Friday, September 25 

In the Tower of the Shadow  

 

Jack and Kimi stood in the reception 

area of the industrial/mechanical engineering 

firm HalmanA bramsSatalini.  Kimi carried a 

standard crime scene multiscanner and 

scanning wand.  Before them stood three 

figures, one of which was charter partner 

Harold Abrams.  He was a tall, slender 

gentleman in his sixties clad in a simple blue 

sweater and slacks that disguised his 

authority and influence.  

Ɂ/ÓÌÈÚÌɯ ÒÕÖÞȮɯ ÖÍÍÐÊÌÙÚȮɯ ÛÏÈÛɯ ÞÌɀÓÓɯ ËÖɯ

ÌÝÌÙàÛÏÐÕÎɯ ÞÌɯ ÊÈÕɯ ÛÖɯ ÈÊÊÖÔÔÖËÈÛÌɯ àÖÜȮɂɯ

Abrams said, petting his uncombed gray hair.  

Ɂ6ÌɯÙÜÕɯÈÕɯÏÖÕÌÚÛȮɯÞÌÓÓ-respected firm here, 
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ÈÕËɯ ÞÌɀÙÌɯ ×ÙÌÛÛàɯ ×ÙÖÜËɯ ÖÍɯ ÖÜÙɯ ÞÖÙÒȭɯ ɯ (ÛɀÚɯ

utterly unthinkable that something we do 

here could be part of a criminal investigation, 

ÌÚ×ÌÊÐÈÓÓàɯÈɯÔÜÙËÌÙȭɯɯ(ɯËÖÕɀÛɯÈ××ÙÖÝÌɯÖÍɯàÖÜÙɯ

×ÙÌÚÌÕÊÌȮɯÉÜÛɯÞÌɀÓÓɯÊÖÖ×ÌÙÈÛÌȮɯÖÍɯÊÖÜÙÚÌȭɯɯ#Öɯ

you mind telling me what you ɀÙÌɯ

investigating?  Whose deathȳɂ 

Ɂ6ÌɀËɯÓÐÒÌɯÛÖɯÛell you more, but we just 

ÊÈÕɀÛɯ ËÐÚÊÓÖÚÌɯ ÛÏÌɯ ËÌÛÈÐÓÚɯ ÖÍɯ ÈÕɯ Ö×ÌÕɯ

ÐÕÝÌÚÛÐÎÈÛÐÖÕȭɂɯ*ÐÔÐɯÌß×ÓÈÐÕÌËȭ 

Ɂ(ɯÜÕËÌÙÚÛÈÕËȮɯ(ɯÎÜÌÚÚȮɂɯ ÉÙÈÔÚɯÚÈÐËȮɯ

ÛÜÙÕÐÕÎɯÛÖɯÍÈÊÌɯÏÐÚɯÛÞÖɯÊÖÓÓÌÈÎÜÌÚȭɯɯɁ(ɀËɯÓÐÒÌɯÛÖɯ

introduce you to Rich Martas, our Director of 

Denver Operations, and Carol Burr, our 

ÔÐÕÐÕÎɯ ÐÕËÜÚÛÙàɯ ÛÌÊÏÕÐÊÈÓɯ ÓÌÈËȭɯ ɯ 3ÏÌàɀÓÓɯ ÉÌɯ

your escorts-slash-ÛÜÛÖÙÚȭɂɯɯ,ÈÙÛÈÚȮɯÓÖÖÒÐÕÎɯÕÖɯ

more than forty years old, pointed and 

whispered at his wrist D -Vice, attempting to 

carry on a conversation with someone on the 

other end.  Burr, looki ng bit older -looking, 

demurely eyed Jack and Kimi with her arms 

crossed.   

Ɂ/ÓÌÈÚÌɯÚÈàɯàÖÜɀÙÌɯÕÖÛɯÎÖÐÕÎɯÛÖɯÉÌɯÏÌÙÌɯ

ÝÌÙàɯÓÖÕÎȮɂɯ!ÜÙÙɯÚÈÐËɯÛÖɯ*ÐÔÐȭɯɯɁ6ÌɀÙÌɯÝÌÙàɯ
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busy and disruptions only make us fall farther 

behindȭɂ 

Ɂ#ÐÛÛÖɯ ÍÖÙɯ ÜÚȮɂɯ )ÈÊÒɯ ÚÈÐËȭɯ ɯ Ɂ+ÌÛɀÚɯ ÎÌÛɯ

stÈÙÛÌËȭɂ 

,ÈÙÛÈÚɯ ÚÈÐËȮɯ Ɂ(Õɯ àÖÜÙɯ ÞÈÙÙÈÕÛȮɯ àÖÜɯ

mentioned interest in one particular piece of 

ÌØÜÐ×ÔÌÕÛɯ ÊÈÓÓÌËɯÈɯ ȿÙÖÊÒɯ ÛÖÈÚÛÌÙȭɀɯ ɯ(Úɯ ÛÏÌÙÌɯ

anything I can explain for you on the front 

ÌÕËȳɂ 

Ɂ6ÌÓÓȮɂɯ)ÈÊÒɯÉÌÎÈÕȮɯɁ6ÏÌÕɯ(ɯÊÖÕÛÈÊÛÌËɯ

you earlier, you said that you hav e only one 

such device, and that itɀÚ used for mining.  Is 

ÛÏÈÛɯÊÖÙÙÌÊÛȳɂ 

Ɂ8ÌÚȮɂɯ ,ÈÙÛÈÚɯ ÚÈÐËɯ ÈÚɯ ÏÌɯ ÌÕËÌËɯ ÛÏÌɯ

conversation on his D-ÝÐÊÌȭɯ ɯ Ɂ6ÏÐÓÌɯ ÛÏÌɯ

machine is still in developmental stages, our 

plan is eventually to manufacture and lease 

out an inventory of them to various mining 

companies locally and globally.  Leases from 

our existing clients alone should pay for the 

R&D in two years, plus a projected fourteen 

percent profit from new business we have in 

ÛÏÌɯÉÜÍÍÌÙȭɂ 
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Ɂ4ÔÔȮɯÛÏÈÛɀÚɯÕÐÊÌȮɂɯ)ÈÊÒɯÕÖËËÌËɯÞÐÛÏɯ

pÙÌÛÌÕËɯÐÕÛÌÙÌÚÛȭɯɯɁ6ÏÈÛɯÌßÈÊÛÓàɯËÖÌÚɯÈɯȿÙÖÊÒɯ

ÛÖÈÚÛÌÙɀɯËÖȳɯɯ,ÈÒÌɯÔÐÕÌÙÚɯÉÙÌÈÒÍÈÚÛȳɂ 

2ÊÖÞÓÐÕÎɯÈÛɯ)ÈÊÒȮɯ*ÐÔÐɯÚÈÐËȮɯɁ6ÌɀËɯÓÐÒÌɯ

ÛÖɯÓÖÖÒɯÈÛɯÐÛȮɯ×ÓÌÈÚÌȭɂ 

Ɂ.ÒÈàȮɂɯ !ÜÙÙɯ ÕÖËËÌËȭɯ ɯ Ɂ"ÖÔÌɯ ÛÏÐÚɯ

ÞÈàȭɂ  She parted with Abrams and Martas,  

leading Jack and Kimi down a hallw ay, 

through a doorway, and into an interior 

elevator.  (ÛɀÚɯÐÕɯÖÜÙɯ"ÖÕÐÍÌÙɯÓÈÉȮɯÖÕɯÛÏÌɯƗƜth 

floor .ɂ 

When the elevator opened, the parade 

continued down a plain corridor through 

sliding glass doors labeled 38B: CONIFER.  

Jack made a mental note of various 

contraptions on shelves and tables lining the 

walls, some of which appeared to predate 

##(ɀÚɯdecade-old standardized global 

network.  Burr stopped in front of a bulky 

device that, to Jack, resembled the arm and 

torso of a death match robot from an old 

Japanese anime.  Mounted on its own metal 

frame, it stood perhaps three meters tall, and 

its base was almost as wide. 
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Ɂ'ÌÙÌɯÐÛɯÐÚȮɂɯ!ÜÙÙ said. 

Ɂ%ÐÙÚÛɯ ÛÏÐÕÎÚɯ ÍÐÙÚÛȮɂɯ *ÐÔÐɯ ÚÈÐËɯ ÈÚɯ ÚÏÌɯ

shooed everyone away from the machine and 

activated the multiscanner.  

Ɂ#ÖɯÞÌɯÙÌÈÓÓàɯÏÈÝÌɯÛÐÔÌɯÍÖÙɯÛÏÐÚȳɂɯ!ÜÙÙɯ

protested.   

Ɂ/ÙÖÊÌËÜÙÌȮɂɯ *ÐÔÐɯ ÙÌ×ÓÐÌËɯ ÈÚɯ ÚÏÌɯ

meticulously swept the wand across the 

device and every surface near it. 

While she performed the scan, Jack 

ÈÚÒÌËȮɯɁ2ÖȮɯÞÏÈÛɯÌßÈÊÛÓàɯËÖÌÚɯÛÏÐÚɯÛÏÐÕÎɯËÖȳɂ 

Ɂ(ÛɯÚÌÕËÚɯÈɯÕÖÕ-particle beam into strata 

ÈÛɯÈɯÔÐÕÌɯÚÐÛÌȮɂɯ!ÜÙÙɯÌß×ÓÈÐÕÌËȭɯɯɁ(ÛɯÏÈÚɯÛÏÌɯ

ability to pass harmlessly through any 

molecular structure not specified as the target, 

and separate any unwanted material from the 

target.  So, for example, it can dislodge waste 

minerals fro m around a gemstone deposit 

without harming the gemstones.  And, it can 

do it a bucketful in the same time it would 

ÛÈÒÌɯÈɯÏÜÔÈÕɯÛÖɯËÐÚÓÖËÎÌɯÈɯÎÙÈÔɯÖÍɯÞÈÚÛÌȭɂ 

Ɂ2ÖȮɯÐÛɀÚɯÚÐÔÐÓÈÙɯÛÖɯÈɯ!ÜÏÕÌɀÚɯÔÈÊÏÐÕÌɯ

ÛÏÈÛɯÛÙÌÈÛÚɯÊÈÕÊÌÙɯ×ÈÛÐÌÕÛÚȳɂɯ)ÈÊÒɯÈÚÒÌËȭ 
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Ɂ8ÌÚȮɂɯ!ÜÙÙɯÚÈÐËȭɯɯɁ(ÛɀÚɯÈɯ!ÜÏÕÌɀÚɯËÌÝÐÊÌȮɯ

ÉÜÛɯÖÕɯÈɯÔÜÊÏɯÓÈÙÎÌÙɯÚÊÈÓÌȭɂ 

Ɂ'ÖÞɯÔÜÊÏɯÓÈÙÎÌÙȳɂɯ)ÈÊÒɯÈÚÒÌËȭ 

Ɂ(Õɯ ÖÜÙɯ ÉÌÕÊÏÔÈÙÒÚȮɯ ÐÛɯ ÊÖÜÓËɯ ÌÔÐÛɯ Èɯ

beam from the surface that penetrated one 

hundred fifty meters through what was 

×ÙÐÔÈÙÐÓàɯÎÙÈÕÐÛÌɯÈÕËɯÊÓÈàȭɂ 

)ÈÊÒɯÈÚÒÌËȮɯɁ'ÖÞɯÍÈÙɯÊÖÜld it go in open 

ÈÐÙȳɂ 

Ɂ6Ìɯ ÏÈÝÌÕɀÛɯ ËÖÕÌɯ ÔÜÊÏɯ Ö×ÌÕɯ ÈÐÙɯ

ÛÌÚÛÐÕÎȮɂɯ!ÜÙÙɯÚÈÐËȭɯɯɁ6ÌɀÝÌɯ×ÙÖÑÌÊÛÌËɯÐÛɯÔÈàÉÌɯ

a thousand meters through the air.  The math 

guys downstairs say that the denser the 

matter, the shorter the maximum projection 

ËÐÚÛÈÕÊÌȭɂ 

Pacing to the glass doors, Jack peered 

out of the lab and through a window in a 

room across the hall.  The western edge of the 

city came into view, with the mountains in the 

distance.  Using this reference, he rotated 

himself to face the approximate direction of 

the RobiÕÚɯÏÖÜÚÌȭɯɯɁ"ÖÜÓËɯÐÛɯ×ÙÖÑÌÊÛɯÈɯÊÖÓÜÔÕɯ

ÍÐÝÌɯÒÐÓÖÔÌÛÌÙÚɯÛÏÙÖÜÎÏɯÛÏÌɯÈÐÙȳɂ 
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Ɂ&ÐÝÌÕɯ ÛÏÌɯ ÕÜÔÉÌÙɯ ÖÍɯ ÝÈÙÐÈÉÓÌÚȮɯ

ÈÕàÛÏÐÕÎɯ(ɯÚÈàɯÞÖÜÓËɯÉÌɯ×ÜÙÌɯÚ×ÌÊÜÓÈÛÐÖÕȮɂɯ

!ÜÙÙɯÚÈÐËȭɯɯɁ,àɯÎÜÌÚÚɯÞÖÜÓËɯÉÌɯÛÏÈÛɯÐÛɀÚɯÕÖÛɯ

ÓÐÒÌÓàȭɂ 

Stepping around Kimi, Jack neared the 

apparatus.  Its frame was anchored to the 

floor, but the unit itself appeared to rotate 

about a circular ball -ÉÌÈÙÐÕÎɯÛÙÈÊÒȭɯɯɁ'ÖÞɯËÖɯ

àÖÜɯÔÖÝÌɯÈÕËɯÈÐÔɯÐÛȳɂ 

Ɂ6ÐÛÏɯ ÎÙÌÈÛɯ ÈÎÖÕàȮɂɯ !ÜÙÙɯ ÊÏÜÊÒÓÌËȭɯɯ

Ɂ8ÖÜɯÏÈÝÌɯÛÖɯ×ÜÚÏɯÐÛɯÈÙÖÜÕËɯÖÕɯÛÏÌɯÛÙÈÊÒɯÈÕËɯ

aim its arm with a manual crank.  It ɀÚɯ

ultimately designed to be attached to a 

motorized digital motion system so you can 

enter a coordinate or angle on a digital 

ÐÕÛÌÙÍÈÊÌȮɯÉÜÛɯÐÛɀÚɯÈɯ×ÙÖÛÖÛà×ÌɯÈÕËɯÐÛɯÏÈÚɯàÌÛɯÛÖɯ

ÏÈÝÌɯÛÏÈÛɯÐÕÚÛÈÓÓÌËȭɂ 

Ɂ6ÏÈÛɯ ÈÉÖÜÛɯ ÙÌÔÖÛÌɯ ÎÜÐËÈÕÊÌȳɂɯ )ÈÊÒɯ

asked. 

Ɂ$ÝÌÕÛÜÈÓÓàȮɂɯ!ÜÙÙɯÈÕÚÞÌÙÌËȭɯɯɁ!ÜÛɯÕÖÛɯ

àÌÛȭɂ 

Ɂ2ÖȮɯÞÏÖÌÝÌÙɯÞÈÕÛÚɯÛÖɯÜÚÌɯÐÛɯÏÈÚɯÛÖɯÉÌɯ

×ÙÌÚÌÕÛɯÐÕɯÛÏÐÚɯÙÖÖÔȳɂ 
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Ɂ ÚɯÖÍɯàÌÛȮɯÛÏÈÛɀÚɯÛÙÜÌȭɂɯɯ!ÜÙÙɯÚÛÌ××ÌËɯÜ×ɯ

to the apparatus and clutched a small handle 

ÖÕɯÐÛÚɯÉÈÚÌȭɯɯɁ3ÏÐÚɯÐÚɯÏÖÞɯàÖÜȱɂ 

Ɂ/ÓÌÈÚÌȮɂɯ *ÐÔÐɯ ÐÕÛÌÙÙÜ×ÛÌËɯ ÏÌÙɯ ÈÚɯ ÚÏÌɯ

scannÌËɯÛÏÌɯÚÐËÌɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯÍÙÈÔÌȭɯɯɁ2ÛÌ×ɯÉÈÊÒɯÈÕËɯ

ËÖÕɀÛɯÛÖÜÊÏɯÈÕàÛÏÐÕÎɯÙÐÎÏÛɯÕÖÞȭɯɯ(ɀÔɯÙÜÕÕÐÕÎɯ

Èɯ"2(ɯÚÊÈÕȭɂ 

!ÜÙÙɯÏÜÍÍÌËɯÈÕËɯÔÖÝÌËɯÈÞÈàȭɯɯɁ(ɯÞÈÚɯ

ÎÖÐÕÎɯÛÖɯÚÏÖÞɯàÖÜÙɯ×ÈÙÛÕÌÙɯÏÖÞɯÐÛɀÚɯËÖÕÌȭɯɯ

-ÖÞɯÛÏÈÛɯÏÌɀÚɯÈÚÒÐÕÎɯÚÖÔÌɯÖÍɯÛÏÌÚÌɯØÜÌÚÛÐÖÕÚȮɯ

(ɀËɯ ÓÐÒÌɯ ÛÖɯ ÚÌÌɯ ÞÏÈÛɯ ÐÛɯ ÊÖÜÓËɯ Ëo myself, 

ÈÊÛÜÈÓÓàȭɂ 

Patting Kimi on the head as she knelt 

beneath him, Jack backed away from the 

ËÌÝÐÊÌɯÈÕËɯÚÈÐËȮɯɁ(ɀËɯÓÐÒÌɯÛÖɯÎÌÛɯÈÕàɯÓÖÎÚɯàÖÜɯ

have that may indicate who was using this, 

when, and w here it might have been pointed, 

as well as everyone who was in the facility at 

the time.ɂ 

Burr ÙÌ×ÓÐÌËȮɯɁ6ÌɯËÖÕɀÛɯÏÈÝÌɯÔÜÊÏȭɯɯ(ÛɀÚɯ

ÕÖÛɯÈÛÛÈÊÏÌËɯÛÖɯ##(ɀÚɯÔÈÚÛÌÙɯÚàÚÛÌÔȮɯÚÖɯÞÌɯ

ËÖÕɀÛɯÊÖÓÓÌÊÛɯÈÕàɯËÈÛÈɯÖÕɯÐÛȭɯɯ.ÜÙɯÖÕÓàɯÚÌÊÜÙÐÛàɯ

ÊÈÔÌÙÈÚɯÈÙÌɯÈÛɯÛÏÌɯÍÙÖÕÛɯÌÕÛÙÈÕÊÌÚȭɯɯ6ÌɯËÖÕɀÛɯ

monitor who comes and goes from individual 
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ÍÓÖÖÙÚɯÖÙɯÓÈÉÚȭɂɯɯ2ÕÈÙÓÐÕÎȮɯsÏÌɯÈËËÌËȮɯɁ,ÈàÉÌɯ

we should start monitoring things closer if we 

ÏÈÝÌɯÛÖɯÌß×ÌÊÛɯ×ÖÓÐÊÌɯÐÕÝÌÚÛÐÎÈÛÐÖÕÚȭɯɯ(ɀÓÓɯÛÙàɯÛÖɯ

ÎÌÛɯàÖÜɯÛÏÌɯ ɤ5ɯÐÔÈÎÌÚɯÍÙÖÔɯÖÜÙɯÊÈÔÌÙÈÚȭɂ 

Soon, Kimi completed her scan and Jack 

obtained access to the required surveillance 

records.  Once the detectives wrapped up 

their business and were back in the waiting 

×ÖÓÐÊÌɯÝÌÏÐÊÓÌȮɯ)ÈÊÒɯÚÈÐËȮɯɁ-ÖÞɯÞÌɀÝÌɯÚÌÌÕɯÛÏÌɯ

murder weapon.  Maybe the Health and 

Safety people will finally take this 

ÐÕÝÌÚÛÐÎÈÛÐÖÕɯÚÌÙÐÖÜÚÓàȭɂ 

Ɂ-ÖÛɯÚÖɯÍÈÚÛȮɂɯ*ÐÔÐɯÚÊÖÓËÌËɯÏÐÔȭɯɯɁ6Ìɯ

still have a lot of data to analyze.  Even if we 

conclusively show that the rock toaster was 

ÛÏÌɯÏÈÙÔÍÜÓɯËÌÝÐÊÌȮɯÞÌɯÏÈÝÌÕɀÛɯÙÜÓÌËɯÖÜÛɯÛÏÈÛɯ

it was an accident.  We have yet to link the 

1ÖÉÐÕÚɀɯÖÙɯ%ÙÈÐÕÌàɯÖÙɯ*È×ÖÖÙɯÛÖɯÛÏÌɯÔÈÊÏÐÕÌɯ

ÖÙɯÛÏÌɯÉÜÚÐÕÌÚÚȭɂɯɯ ÚɯÛÏÌɯËÙÐÝÌÙɯ×ÜÓÓÌËɯÈÞÈàȮɯ

*ÐÔÐɯÙÌÔÈÙÒÌËȮɯɁ6ÌɯÏÈÝÌɯÖÕÌɯÔÖÙÌɯÎÜÌÚÛɯÖÍɯ

ÏÖÕÖÙɯÛÖɯÔÌÌÛɯÞÐÛÏȭɯɯ(ɀÓÓɯÞÖÙÒɯÖÕɯÛÏÌɯÕÌÊÌÚÚÈÙàɯ

È××ÙÖÝÈÓÚɯÛÖɯÐÕÝÐÛÌɯÏÐÔɯÛÖɯÛÏÌɯËÐÚÛÙÐÊÛɯÚÛÈÛÐÖÕȭɂ 
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9.  
 

Thursday, October 1 

The Shadow is Cornered  

 

Sarat Kapoor crossed his arms while his 

thick, black brows furrowed.  He eyed Jack, 

who had just risen from his seat in the police 

interview  room.  Next to Kapoor was Carl 

Carlson, his attorney, who had placed a pricey 

two -frame D-vice in front of him.  Kimi was 

monitor ing things from a nearby room, ready 

to do any behind the scenes research needed 

ÛÖɯ ÚÜ××ÖÙÛɯ )ÈÊÒɀÚɯ ØÜÌÚÛÐÖÕÐÕÎȭɯ ɯ 3ÞÌÕÛàɯ

minutes had already passed since a 

uniformed officer had ushered the two into 

the presence of their questioner. 

Carlson stood, palms planted firmly on 

ÛÏÌɯÛÈÉÓÌȮɯÈÙÊÏÐÕÎɯÍÖÙÞÈÙËɯÈÛɯ)ÈÊÒȭɯɯɁ6ÏÌÕɯàÖÜɯ
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first hauled my client in, I thought you were 

ÑÜÚÛɯÈÕÖÛÏÌÙɯÚÔÈÙÛÈÚÚɯÊÖ×ɯÞÏÖɯÊÖÜÓËÕɀÛɯÚÛÈÕËɯ

ending an investigation without making some 

ÙÈÕËÖÔɯÈÙÙÌÚÛȮɂɯÏÌɯÚÈÐËȭɯɯɁ ÍÛÌÙɯ(ɯÙÌÈËɯàÖÜÙɯ

case brief, however, I see what this is really all 

about: revenge.  Your partner was trapped in 

a house and almost died of a yet-to-be-

ËÌÛÌÙÔÐÕÌËɯ ÊÈÜÚÌȮɯ ÈÕËɯ àÖÜɀÙÌɯ ÖÜÛɯ ÛÖɯ ÔÈÒÌɯ

ÚÖÔÌÉÖËàɯ×Èàȭɂ 

4ÕÐÕÛÐÔÐËÈÛÌËȮɯ )ÈÊÒɯ ÙÌ×ÓÐÌËȮɯ Ɂ.ÏȮɯ ÛÏÌɯ

cause is very much determined, and the fact 

that an officer of the law was involved will 

ÖÕÓàɯÏÌÈ×ɯÈËËÐÛÐÖÕÈÓɯÊÏÈÙÎÌÚɯÖÕɯ,Ùȭɯ*È×ÖÖÙȭɂ 

*È×ÖÖÙɯ ÉÓÜÙÛÌËɯ ÖÜÛȮɯ Ɂ3ÏÐÚɯ ÐÚɯ ÉÌàÖÕËɯ

ridiculous!  How can you possibly charge me 

with anything?  What stunt are you trying to 

×ÜÓÓȳɂ 

Ɂ,ÙÚȭɯ1ÖÉins named you as a suspect 

before she died, and your girlfriend lied to us 

about what she was doing just before I caught 

her meeting with you the evening of the 21 stȮɂɯ

Jack said as he strode closer to his suspect. 

Not leaving his seat as Jack approached 

ÏÐÔȮɯ *È×ÖÖÙɯ ÙÌ×ÓÐÌËȮɯ Ɂ/Öppy is her own 
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person.  I have neither knowledge nor control 

ÖÍɯÏÌÙɯÈÊÛÐÖÕÚȭɯɯ2ÏÌɀÚɯÈɯÚÞÌÌÛɯÎÐÙÓȮɯÉÜÛɯÚÏÌɀÚɯ

connived against me more times than I care to 

acknowledge.  Why am I not surprised that 

she lied to you?  For all I know, she has a 

secret lover in ÛÏÈÛɯÕÌÐÎÏÉÖÙÏÖÖËȭɂ 

)ÈÊÒɯÎÈÛÏÌÙÌËɯÔÖÔÌÕÛÜÔȭɯɯɁ(ɯÛÏÐÕÒɯàÖÜɯ

ÚÌÕÛɯ ÏÌÙɯ ÛÖɯ ÛÏÌɯ 1ÖÉÐÕÚɀɯ ÏÖÜÚÌɯ ÖÕɯ ÉÖÛÏɯ

ÖÊÊÈÚÐÖÕÚɯ ÉÌÊÈÜÚÌɯ àÖÜɯ ËÐËÕɀÛɯ ÞÈÕÛɯ ÛÖɯ ÉÌɯ

placed at the scene.  What was her task?  

Recon?  Did you need her to help you aim 

àÖÜÙɯËÌÈÛÏɯÊÖÓÜÔÕȳɂ 

Carlson shoved his D-ÝÐÊÌɯÐÕɯ)ÈÊÒɀÚɯÍÈÊÌȮɯ

displaying a complement of charts and 

ÔÖÛÐÖÕɯ ÐÔÈÎÌÚɯ ËÌ×ÐÊÛÐÕÎɯ *È×ÖÖÙɀÚɯ

whereabouts, which had been the subject of 

ÌßÈÔÐÕÈÛÐÖÕɯÈɯÍÌÞɯÔÐÕÜÛÌÚɯ×ÙÐÖÙȭɯɯɁ8ÖÜɯÏÈÝÌɯ

evidence for exactly none of that, Detective 

Tate.  On the evening of the 14th, he was at a 

gallery for far longer than the duration of the 

events you describe, and has the financial 

transaction log to prove it.  On the 21st, he was 

ÞÖÙÒÐÕÎɯÓÈÛÌɯÈÛɯÈɯÊÜÚÛÖÔÌÙɀÚɯÚÐÛÌɯÜÕÛÐÓɯÔÐÕÜÛÌÚɯ
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ÉÌÍÖÙÌɯÏÐÚɯËÐÕÕÌÙɯÞÐÛÏɯ,Úȭɯ%ÙÈÐÕÌàȮɯÈÕËɯÞÌɀÝÌɯ

puÓÓÌËɯÛÏÌɯÝÐËÌÖɯÛÖɯ×ÙÖÝÌɯÛÏÈÛȮɯÛÖÖȭɂ 

Ɂ6ÌɯÞÌÙÌÕɀÛɯÌÝÌÕɯÖÕɯÛÏÌɯÉÌÚÛɯÖÍɯÛÌÙÔÚɯ

on the 14thȮɂɯ*È×ÖÖÙɯÚÈÐËȭɯɯɁ/Ö××àɯÈÕËɯ(ɯÏÈËɯÈɯ

small blowout over finances a day or two 

before.  Really, I must declare my ignorance 

ÈÕËɯÐÕÕÖÊÌÕÊÌɯÖÍɯÛÏÐÚɯÞÏÖÓÌɯÉÜÚÐÕÌÚÚȭɂ 

Ɂ,ÙÚȭɯ 1ÖÉÐÕÚɯ ËÐËÕɀÛɯ ÈÎÙÌÌɯÞÐÛÏɯ ÛÏÈÛȮɂɯ

)ÈÊÒɯÚÈÐËȭɯɯɁ2ÏÌɯÒÕÌÞɯÈÉÖÜÛɯàÖÜÙɯÙÌ×ÜÛÈÛÐÖÕɯ

of making one-sided business deals.  She was 

crusading to save Grant Valley Medical from 

being your next victim.  You need that 

acquisition, and she was in your way.  She 

was the kingp in of the resistance against you.  

Without her crusade, the rest of the Board of 

Directors would lose their spine and vote to 

ÏÈÝÌɯàÖÜɯÉÜàɯÛÏÌÔɯÖÜÛȭɂ 

Ɂ(ɯ ÉÈÙÌÓàɯ ÒÕÌÞɯ,ÙÚȭɯ 1ÖÉÐÕÚȮɂɯ *È×ÖÖÙɯ

ÉÌÎÈÕȭɯɯɁ'ÖÞÌÝÌÙȮɯÍÙÖÔɯÞÏÈÛɯ(ɯËÖɯÒÕÖÞɯÖÍɯ

her, she had more than a business reason to 

block the sale.  I hope it will come as no 

surprise to you that we Hindus are a target of 

great persecution from the Catholic Church.  

Mrs. Robins was keen on following His 
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/Ö×ÌÕÌÚÚɀɯÓÌÈËɯÐÕɯÌÙÈËÐÊÈÛÐÕÎɯÛÏÌɯÚÐÕÍÜÓɯ'ÐÕËÜɯ

scourge in the Western world.  A message 

from her to her colleagues was leaked to me 

that called us a bunch of snake, um, 

copulators.  My condolences to her friends 

and family, but I advise you to take what she 

said with a grain of salt.  She was an 

Ö××ÖÙÛÜÕÐÚÛÐÊɯÙÈÊÐÚÛȭɂ 

Ɂ!Ìɯthat as it may, DPD still holds her 

statements as credible, especially in light of 

the interesting coincidences around what 

happened at least twice in her home and the 

presence of your main squeeze.  She knew 

ÈÉÖÜÛɯ ÛÏÌɯ 1ÖÉÐÕÚɀɯ ËÈÕÎÌÙÖÜÚɯ ×ÙÌËÐÊÈÔÌÕÛȮɯ

and you most certainly did, too.  The D.A. is 

pushing DDI to release all digital 

conversations between you and her for two 

ËÈàÚɯÖÕɯÌÐÛÏÌÙɯÚÐËÌɯÖÍɯÉÖÛÏɯËÈÛÌÚȭɂ 

Ɂ&ÖÖËɯ ÓÜÊÒɯ ÞÐÛÏɯ ÛÏÈÛȮɂɯ "ÈÙÓÚÖÕɯ

ÐÕÛÌÙÑÌÊÛÌËȭɯ ɯ Ɂ##(ɀÚɯ ×ÙÐÝÈÊàɯ ÙÌÎÜÓÈÛÐÖÕÚɯ ÈÙÌɯ

the most protective in the ÞÖÙÓËȭɯɯ8ÖÜɀÓÓɯÏÈÝÌɯ

to prove your highly improbable case to them 

ÉÌÍÖÙÌɯÛÏÌàɀÓÓɯÓÌÛɯàÖÜɯÚÌÌɯÈÕàÛÏÐÕÎȭɯɯ(ɯÈÓÚÖɯÈËËɯ

that it was quite a mean trick you pulled on 
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Poppy.  You summoned her on false pretenses 

to try to trick her out of some sort of 

confession.  Mr. Kapoor is retaining me to 

represent her interests as well as his own, and 

ÚÏÌɀÚɯ ÉÌÌÕɯ ÈËÝÐÚÌËɯ ÕÖÛɯ ÛÖɯ Ú×ÌÈÒɯ ÛÖɯ ×ÖÓÐÊÌɯ

again without me.   If you attempt to 

communicate to her without Ôàɯ×ÙÌÚÌÕÊÌȮɯ(ɀll 

personally press criminal misconduct charges 

against you!ɂ 

Addressing Kapoor, Jack advanced, 

Ɂ3ÌÓÓɯ ÔÌȱÞÏÌÕɯ ÞÌɯ ËÖɯ ÌÝÌÕÛÜÈÓÓàɯ ÈÊØÜÐÙÌɯ

copies of those conversations from DDI , or 

when we find a witness, or your sweetie pie 

breaks down and tells us what you were 

ËÐÚÊÜÚÚÐÕÎȮɯÞÏÈÛɯÞÐÓÓɯÞÌɯÍÐÕËȳɂ 

Ɂ-ÖÛÏÐÕÎȭɯ-ÖÛɯÈɯÛÏÐÕÎȭɂ 

Ɂ'ÈÝÌɯ àÖÜɯ ÌÝÌÙɯ ÏÌÈÙËɯ ÖÍɯ ÛÏÌɯ ÍÐÙÔɯ

'ÈÓÔÈÕ ÉÙÈÔÚ2ÈÛÈÓÐÕÐȳɂ 

Ɂ'ÌÈÙËɯÖÍɯÐÛɯÚÖÔÌÞÏÌÙÌȭɯɯ*ÕÖÞɯÕÖÛÏÐÕÎɯ

ÈÉÖÜÛɯÐÛȭɂ 

Ɂ#Öɯ àÖÜɯ ÒÕÖÞɯ ÈÕàÉÖËàɯ ÞÏÖɯ ÞÖÙÒÚɯ

ÛÏÌÙÌȳɂ 

Ɂ-Öȭɂ 

Ɂ#ÖɯàÖÜɯÏÈÝÌɯÈÕàɯÐÕÝÌÚÛÔÌÕÛÚɯÐÕɯÐÛȳɂ 
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Ɂ-Öȭɂ 

Ɂ#Öɯ àÖÜɯ ÌÝÌÕɯ ÒÕÖÞɯ ÞÏàɯ

HalmanAbramsSatalini is pertinent to this 

ÐÕÝÌÚÛÐÎÈÛÐÖÕȳɂ 

Ɂ(ɯ ÙÌÈËɯ ÛÏÌɯ ÊÈÚÌɯ ÉÙÐÌÍɯ àÖÜɯ ÎÈÝÌɯ "ÈÙÓȭɯɯ

3ÏÌàɀÙÌɯÕÈÔÌËɯÈÚɯÈɯ×ÖÛÌÕÛÐÈÓɯÌÕÛÐÛàɯÖÍɯÐÕÛÌÙÌÚÛȭɯɯ

I was informed that you might be asking 

about my relationship with them.  And there 

is none, just like I have no connection to the 

ÊÙÐÔÌÚɯàÖÜɀÙÌɯÐnvestigating, and the same for 

/Ö××àȭɂ 

Ɂ ÙÌɯàÖÜɯÛÌÓÓÐÕÎɯÔÌɯÛÏÈÛɯàÖÜÙɯÕÈÔÌɯÐÚÕɀÛɯ

ÖÕɯÛÏÌɯÍÐÙÔɀÚɯÐÕÝÌÚÛÖÙɯÈÕËɯÊÜÚÛÖÔÌÙɯÙÌÊÖÙËÚȳɂɯ

Jack had no such records, but he hoped that 

*È×ÖÖÙɯËÐËÕɀÛɯÒÕÖÞɯÛÏÈÛȭ 

Ɂ-Öȭɯ-Öȭɯɯ(ÛɯÐÚɯÕÖÛȭɂ 

Ɂ ÙÌɯàÖÜɯÚÜÙÌȳɂɯ 

Ɂ-ÖÛɯÌÝÌÕɯÐÕɯàÖÜÙɯËÈàÚ of racketeering 

ÈÕËɯÈÙÚÖÕȳɂ 

"ÈÙÓÚÖÕɯÉÙÖÒÌɯÐÕȭɯɯɁ3ÏÈÛɀÚɯÐÕÈ××ÙÖ×ÙÐÈÛÌȮɯ

ËÌÛÌÊÛÐÝÌȵɂ 

)ÈÊÒɯÞÖÜÓËɯÕÖÛɯÉÌɯÖÜÛËÖÕÌȭɯɯɁ6ÌÓÓȮɯ(ɯ

suppose it is a little inappropriate, 

considering you were acquitted of the 
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racketeering charge, and you got the arson 

charge reduced to trespassing on a derelict 

×ÙÖ×ÌÙÛàȭɂ 

Slapping his D-vice down on the table 

ÞÐÛÏɯ Èɯ ÛÏÜËȮɯ "ÈÙÓÚÖÕɯ ÎÙÖÞÓÌËȮɯ Ɂ8ÖÜɯ ËÖÕɀÛɯ

ÏÈÝÌɯÈɯÊÈÚÌɯÈÎÈÐÕÚÛɯÏÐÔȵɯɯ8ÖÜɯÏÈÝÌÕɀÛɯÍÖÜÕËɯÈɯ

single credible link between him and the 

ÜÕÍÖÙÛÜÕÈÛÌɯ ÔÐÚÏÈ×Úɯ àÖÜɀÙÌɯ ÐÕÝÌÚÛÐÎÈÛÐÕÎȭɯɯ

ConsideriÕÎɯàÖÜÙɯÝÐÊÛÐÔɀÚɯËÖÊÜÔÌÕÛÌËɯÉÐÈÚɯ

against his religion, if you bring charges 

against him without more grounds, I can have 

you written up for violating the anti -profiling 

ÚÛÈÛÜÛÌȭɂ 

)ÈÊÒɯÙÖÓÓÌËɯÏÐÚɯÌàÌÚȭɯɯɁ(ÍɯàÖÜɀËɯÓÐÒÌȮɯ(ɯÊÈÕɯ

get Detective Pitambar from Dist rict 1 to 

conduct the interviewȭɂ 

Ɂ3ÏÈÛɀÚɯÞÖÕɀÛɯÉÌɯÕÌÊÌÚÚÈÙàȮɯÛÏÈÕÒɯàÖÜɯ

very much.  Is there anything else meaningful 

àÖÜɯÞÐÚÏɯÛÖɯËÐÚÊÜÚÚɯÞÐÛÏɯÔàɯÊÓÐÌÕÛȳɂ 

Ɂ-Öȭɯɯ3ÏÈÛɯÞÐÓÓɯÉÌɯÈÓÓȭɯɯ6ÌɯÞÐÓÓɯÕÖÛɯÉÌɯ

ÊÏÈÙÎÐÕÎɯàÖÜÙɯÊÓÐÌÕÛɯÈÛɯÛÏÐÚɯÛÐÔÌȭɯɯ'ÌɯÊÈÕɯÎÖȭɂɯɯ

Kapoor and Carlson departed in a huff, 

swearing at each other about Jack and that 

damned corrupted mayor.  
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Jack remained steamed about the 

interview most of the rest of the day.  It took 

Kimi to remind him that it was best to forget 

about it for the time being and concentrate on 

other parts of his caseload.  After all, it would 

only be a few days before the multiscanner 

results came in. 
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10.  
 

Saturday, October 3 

The Shadow Turns  

 

It was mid -afternoon.  Jack plunged the 

thin, hollow pipe into the ground at the ba se 

of one of the medium-sized cherry trees in his 

cozy backyard.  Touching the trigger button 

on the end, an air-propelled dose of 

powdered garden winterizer jetted from the 

attached papercloth tank, down a hose, 

through  the pipe, and into the ground.  Thi s 

was one Saturday where his lack of other 

plans and general restlessness had driven him 

to do some seasonal yard work. 

As he pulled the pipe up f rom the 

ground to relocate it to  the other side of the 

tree, Kimi called, telling him in a hurried tone 
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that he needed to turn on the Vortex game 

immediately and go to the sideline report.  He 

managed as best he could with his wrist D-

vice to turn to the Colorado Vortex vs. L.A. 

Adept football game in its second quarter.  He 

spent no more than a few seconds viewing the 

sideline report before he dropped his  

gardening equipment to find the first 

available police vehicle to the stadium. 

The next twenty minutes was a blur in 

his memory, as he alternated between 

conversations with Kimi and the stadium 

security chief, kept tabs on the sideline report, 

and attempted in vain to discern the 

whereabouts of Fey Robins and Kapoor.  The 

chief of the stadium security detail, DPD Sgt. 

Leanna Lomis, met him at the service 

entrance.  She was a younger, black 

uniformed officer who ca rried herself as if she 

had been on her feet all day.  She hurriedly 

ÚÏÖÖÒɯ)ÈÊÒɀÚɯÏÈÕËȮɯÌÚÊÖÙÛÐÕÎ him to her office.  

Ɂ-ÖÞȮɯÞÖÜÓËɯàÖÜɯÔÐÕËɯÍÐÓÓÐÕÎɯÔÌɯÐÕɯÖÕɯ

ÌßÈÊÛÓàɯÞÏÈÛɯÛÏÌɯÏÌÓÓɯÐÚɯÙÌÈÓÓàɯÎÖÐÕÎɯÖÕɯÏÌÙÌȳɂɯ
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Lomis demanded, surveying the video from 

the sideline area. 

Ɂ'ÖÕÌÚÛÓàȮɂɯ)ÈÊÒɯÙÌ×ÓÐÌËȮɯɁ(ɀÝÌɯÛÖÓËɯàÖÜɯ

all I know.  Poppy Frainey is connected to 

what my partner and I believe to be a very 

high tech homicide.  At 16:35 this afternoon, 

my partner, who happened to be watching the 

game, observed that Frainey and the other 

affected players appeared to be experiencing 

symptoms similar to the victim of our 

homicide.  The report specifically mentioned 

ËÐÚÖÙÐÌÕÛÈÛÐÖÕȭɯ ɯ (ɀÔɯ ÏÌÙÌɯ ÛÖɯ ÍÐÕËɯ ÖÜÛɯ ÐÍɯ ÛÏÌɯ

venerable Ms. Frainey and company are being 

assaulted with a deadly weapoÕȭɂ 

+ÖÔÐÚɯ×ÜÛɯÏÌÙɯÏÈÕËɯÖÕɯÏÌÙɯÏÐ×ȭɯɯɁ3ÏÙÌÌɯ

players are being treated for dehydration.  

3ÏÈÛɀÚɯÈÓÓȭɂ 

Ɂ#ÌÏàËÙÈÛÐÖÕȳɯ ɯ .ÏȮɯ ×ÓÌÈÚÌȭɯ ɯ (ÛɀÚɯ ƕƖ 

degrees Celsius out and the only affected 

players are ones who had been sitting down 

in the shade for half an hour.  Hel lo, cover 

ÚÛÖÙàȭɂ 

Ɂ ÓÓɯ(ɯÒÕÖÞɯÐÚɯÞÏÈÛɯÛÏÌɯÕÜÙÚÌɯÛÖÓËɯÔÌɯÈɯ

ÞÏÐÓÌɯÈÎÖȮɂɯ+ÖÔÐÚɯÚÈÐËȭɯɯ)ÈÊÒɯÊÖÜÓËɯÚÌÕÚÌɯÚÏÌɯ
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knew that he was about to pull rank on her if 

she gave him ÛÏÌɯ ÙÜÕÈÙÖÜÕËȭɯɯɁ3ÏÌàɀÙÌɯÈÓÓɯ

being treated for a medical condition that 

appears unrelated to the game, and ÛÏÌàɀÙÌɯ

being given fluids and magnetic therapy 

because it looks like dehydration.  What can 

ÓÈÞɯÌÕÍÖÙÊÌÔÌÕÛɯËÖɯÛÏÈÛɯÔÌËÐÊÈÓɯÊÈÕɀÛȳɂ 

Ɂ(ɀÔɯÚÛÐÓÓɯÞÈÐÛÐÕÎɯÍÖÙɯÔàɯÚÊÈÕÕÐÕÎɯÎÜàɯ

to arrive.  Once he gets here, we can take a 

sampling of the area and ÊÖÕÍÐÙÔɯÐÍɯÛÏÌÙÌɀÚɯ

any immediate danger.  Our first priority is to 

get those players ÛÖɯÈɯÚÈÍÌɯáÖÕÌȭɂɯɯ)ÈÊÒɯ×ÈÜÚÌËɯ

and tapped on his wrist D -vice impatiently. 

Ɂ4ÕÍÖÙÛÜÕÈÛÌÓàȮɯÜÕÛÐÓɯÞÌɯÎÌÛɯÈɯÎÖÖËɯÚÊÈÕȮɯÞÌɯ

have no real way of knowing where safe 

áÖÕÌÚɯÈÙÌȭɂ 

Ɂ#ÖÌÚɯÐÛɯÏÌÓ×ɯÛÏÈÛɯÛÏÌàɀÙÌɯÐÕɯÛÏÌɯÓÖÊÒÌÙɯ

ÙÖÖÔɯÕÖÞȳɂ 

Jack realized that he would have to 

make some really good guesses until the 

ÔÜÓÛÐÚÊÈÕÕÌÙɯ ÈÙÙÐÝÌËȭɯ ɯ Ɂ6ÏÌÙÌɯ ÞÌÙÌɯ ÛÏÌàɯ

ÞÏÌÕɯÛÏÌàɯÞÌÙÌɯÍÌÌÓÐÕÎɯÛÏÌɯÚàÔ×ÛÖÔÚȳɂ 

Ɂ(ɯÛÏÐÕÒɯÛÏÌàɯÞÌÙÌɯÚÐÛÛÐÕÎɯÖÕɯÛÏÌɯÏÖÔÌɯ

team benchesȭɂ 
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Ɂ'ÖÞɯÍÈÙɯÈÞÈàɯÍÙÖÔɯÛÏÌɯÉÌÕÊÏÌÚɯÐÚɯÛÏÌɯ

ÓÖÊÒÌÙɯÙÖÖÔȳɂ 

Ɂ)ÜÚÛɯÉÌÏÐÕËɯÛÏÌɯÉÌÕÊÏÌÚȭɂ 

2ÏÈÒÐÕÎɯ ÏÐÚɯ ÏÌÈËɯ ÚÛÌÙÕÓàȮɯ )ÈÊÒɀÚɯ

ËÌÊÓÈÙÌËȮɯ Ɂ-ÖÛɯ ÍÈÙɯ ÌÕÖÜÎÏȭɯ ɯ 6ÏÌÙÌɀÚɯ Èɯ

ÊÖÕÊÌÈÓÌËȮɯÚÈÍÌɯ×ÓÈÊÌɯÛÏÈÛɀÚɯÊÓÌÈÙɯÖÕɯÛÏÌɯÖÛÏÌÙɯ

ÚÐËÌɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯÚÛÈËÐÜÔȳɂ 

Ɂ(ɯÚÜ××ÖÚÌɯÛÏÌɯ&ÙÐËÐÙÖÕɯ+ÖÜÕÎÌȮɯÖn the 

ÚÖÜÛÏÌÈÚÛɯ ÚÐËÌɯ ÖÕɯ ÛÏÌɯ  ɯ ÓÌÝÌÓȭɯ ɯ -ÖÉÖËàɀÚɯ

allowed there except for players and senior 

ÚÛÈÍÍȭɂ 

Ɂ&ÐÝÌɯ ÛÏÌɯ ÞÖÙËɯ ÛÖɯ ÛÏÌɯ ÊÖÈÊÏÌÚɯ ÈÕËɯ

ÔÈÕÈÎÌÙÚɯ ÛÏÈÛɯ (ɀÔɯ ÙÌÓÖÊÈÛÐÕÎɯ ÈÓÓɯ ÛÏÌɯ ÚÐÊÒɯ

×ÓÈàÌÙÚɯÛÏÌÙÌȮɯÈÕËɯÐÍɯÛÏÌÙÌɀÚɯÈÕàÉÖËàɯÌÓÚÌɯÞÏÖɯ

feels dizzy, hallucinates, or has a panic attack, 

ÔÈÒÌɯÛÏÌÔɯÊÖÔÌɯÛÏÌÙÌɯÙÐÎÏÛɯÈÞÈàȭɂ 

Ɂ#ÖÕɀÛɯàÖÜɯËÈÙÌɯËÖɯÈÕàÛÏÐÕÎɯÛÏÈÛɯÞÐÓÓɯ

ÊÖÔÌɯÉÈÊÒɯÖÕɯÔÌȮɂɯÛÏÌɯÚÌÊÜÙÐÛàɯÊÏÐef said as 

she wagged her finger. 

Wasting no time, Jack jogged to the 

×ÓÈàÌÙÚɀɯ ÓÖÜÕÎÌɯ ÈÕËɯ ÓÌÛɯ ÏÐÔÚÌÓÍɯ ÐÕȭɯ ɯ 6ÏÐÓÌɯ

Frainey and the other affected players had yet 

to arrive, there were a few Vortex team 

executives at the bar to whom Jack had to 
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excuse his presence.  He once again checked 

the public sideline status report.  Mordie 

Grillot had forfeited his position on 

unbecoming conduct unti l further notice.  

Poppy Frainey, George Gomez, and Kenneth 

Mersey were all reported in medical care due 

ÛÖɯÈɯÊÖÕËÐÛÐÖÕɯɁÕÖÛɯÙÌÓÈÛÌËɯÛÖɯÛÏÌɯÎÈÔÌȭɂ 

He barely had time to get his bearings 

when *ÐÔÐɯÊÈÓÓÌËȭɯɯɁFey and her kids are safe.  

They were at a park.  I sent them back to the 

safe house as a precaution.  Also, maybe this 

is logical because his girlfriend is a player, but 

Kapoor is at the game.  He fingered in his ID 

ÈÛɯÛÏÌɯÞÌÚÛɯÌÕÛÙÈÕÊÌɯÈÛɯƕƘȯƘƖȭɂ 

Ɂ,àɯ ÔÈÐÕɯ ÊÖÕÊÌÙÕɯ ÙÐÎÏÛɯ ÕÖÞɯ ÐÚɯ ÛÏÌɯ

multiscanner.  Could yo u please light a fire 

ÜÕËÌÙɯ ÛÏÌɯ ÊÙÐÔÌɯ ÚÊÌÕÌɯ ÈÕÈÓàÚÐÚɯ ÛÌÈÔȳɯ ɯ (ɀÔɯ

trying to find a secure place to house Poppy 

ÈÕËɯÛÏÌɯÖÛÏÌÙÚȮɯÉÜÛɯÐÛɀÚɯÒÐÕËɯÖÍɯÏÈÙËɯÛÖɯÒÕÖÞɯ

ÞÏÈÛɯ×ÓÈÊÌÚɯÈÙÌɯÚÈÍÌɯÐÍɯ(ɯËÖÕɀÛɯÒÕÖÞɯÞÏÈÛɯ

×ÓÈÊÌÚɯÈÙÌɯËÈÕÎÌÙÖÜÚȭɂ 

Ɂ#ÖÐÕÎɯ Ôàɯ ÉÌÚÛȮɯ ÉÜÛɯ ÐÛɀÓÓɯ ÉÌɯ ÈÛɯ ÓÌÈÚt 

another twenty minutes before one can get to 

your location.  Remember what you told me 
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ÖÕÊÌȯɯ×ÈÛÐÌÕÊÌɯÐÚÕɀÛɯÑÜÚÛɯÈɯÝÐÙÛÜÌɯÍÖÙɯÎÌÌáÌÙÚȭɂɯɯ

One of the older executives cast a 

disapproving scowl over his shoulder at Jack. 

Waving at the executive, Jack said to 

*ÐÔÐȮɯɁ(ɯÏÈÝÌɯÓÖÛÚɯÖÍɯ×ÈÛÐÌÕÊÌȮɯÛÏÈÕÒɯàÖÜȮɯÉÜÛɯ

ÛÞÌÕÛàɯÔÐÕÜÛÌÚɯÊÖÜÓËɯÉÌɯÛÖÖɯÓÈÛÌȭɂ 

Ɂ+ÐÚÛÌÕȮɂɯ*ÐÔÐɯÙÌ×ÓÐÌËȮɯɁ(ɀÔɯÈÓÔÖÚÛɯÛÖɯ

the HalmanAbramsSatalini building.  I may 

be able to assess things better there than you 

can here.  Carol Burr is on her way to let me 

ÐÕȭɂ 

Jack had to break contact with Kimi as 

the door to the lounge opened.  Poppy and 

two other Vortex players in red and black 

jerseys entered, accompanied by Sgt. Lomis, a 

trainer and a physician.  Poppy and Harold 

Mersey, a Kickoff Sprinter , were both in 

medical transport chairs.  George Gomez, a 

Safety, stumbled along behind them without a 

shirt or cleats.  The trio of players appeared 

generally lethargic.  Poppy rocked slightly 

back and forth in her chair, gently rubbing her 

temples.  Mersey clenched a hydration bottle 

and mask, but appeared almost asleep. 
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Poppy immediately recognized Jack.  

Ɂ6ÏÈÛɀÚɯ ÏÌɯ ËÖÐÕÎɯ ÏÌÙÌȳɂɯ ÚÏÌɯ ÈÚÒÌËɯ ÏÌÙɯ

trainer.  

Ɂ'ÌɀÚɯÈɯ×ÖÓÐÊÌÔÈÕȭɯɯ'ÌɀÚɯÏÌÙÌɯÛÖɯÏÌÓ×Ȯɂɯ

the trainer whispered back. 

Ɂ3ÌÓÓɯÏÐÔɯÏÌɯÏÈÚɯÛÖɯÓÌÈÝÌȭɯɯ(ɯËÖÕɀÛɯÞÈÕÛɯ

him heÙÌȭɂɯ/Ö××àɯÚÈÐËɯÞÐÛÏɯÈÚɯÔÜÊÏɯÚÛÙÌÕÎÛÏɯ

as she could muster.  The trainer shushed her 

and cradled her head.  Poppy continued to 

protest, though Jack could not hear most of 

her mumbling.  

To +ÖÔÐÚȮɯ )ÈÊÒɯ ÈÚÒÌËȮɯ Ɂ"ÈÕɯ àÖÜɯ ÎÌÛɯ

someone to detain a spectator named Sarat 

*È×ÖÖÙȳɂ 

Lomis consulted her D-ÝÐÊÌȭɯ ɯ Ɂ'ÌɀÚɯ

seated on the mezzo-terrace, seat MT6-ƖȮɂɯÚÏÌɯ

ÙÌ×ÓÐÌËȭɯɯɁ+ÖÖÒÚɯÓÐÒÌɯÏÌɀÚɯÕÖÛɯÐÕɯÏÐÚɯÚÌÈÛȭɯɯ(ɀÓÓɯ

ÏÌÓ×ɯÚÌÊÜÙÐÛàɯÓÖÊÈÛÌɯÏÐÔȭɂ 

Ɂ'ÌɯÚÏÖÜÓËɯÉÌɯÊÖÕÚÐËÌÙÌËɯËÈÕÎÌÙÖÜÚȮɯÚÖɯ

ÜÚÌɯÊÈÜÛÐÖÕȮɂɯ)ÈÊÒɯÚÈÐËɯÈÚɯ+ÖÔÐÚɯÚÛÈÙÛÌËɯÛÖɯ

take inventory of available security guards 

ÈÕËɯ×ÖÓÐÊÌɯÖÍÍÐÊÌÙÚȭɯɯɁ ÕËɯÞÏÈÛÌÝÌÙɯàÖÜɯËÖȮɯdo 

not ÐÕËÐÊÈÛÌɯÛÖɯÏÐÔɯÛÏÈÛɯÞÌɀÝÌɯÏÈËɯÊÖÕÛÈÊÛɯ
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ÞÐÛÏɯÈÕàɯ×ÓÈàÌÙÚȮɯÌÚ×ÌÊÐÈÓÓàɯ/Ö××àȭɯɯ'ÌɀÚɯÛÖɯ

be treated as need-to-ÒÕÖÞȭɂ 

When Sgt. Lomis exited, Jack turned to 

the physician, whose name was Bill Romano, 

ØÜÌÚÛÐÖÕÐÕÎɯÏÐÔɯÈÉÖÜÛɯÛÏÌɯ×ÓÈàÌÙÚɀɯÊÖÕËÐÛÐÖÕÚɯ

and the circumstances of their afflictions.  

1ÖÔÈÕÖɯ Ìß×ÓÈÐÕÌËȮɯ Ɂ3ÏÌɯ ÔÈÐÕɯ ÛÏÐÕÎɯ ÛÏÈÛɯ

happened first was that Miss Frainey fainted 

and hit  her head on the bench.  I came right 

over.  She just suffered a mild bump, and I 

gave her water, oxygen, and a magnet collar 

ÉÌÊÈÜÚÌɯÜÚÜÈÓÓàɯÞÏÌÕɯÈɯ×ÓÈàÌÙɯ×ÈÚÚÌÚɯÖÜÛȮɯÐÛɀÚɯ

ËÜÌɯÛÖɯÛÏÌɯÏÌÈÛȭɂ 

As Romano continued, a call from Kimi 

ÐÕÛÌÙÙÜ×ÛÌËȭɯɯɁ(ɯÛÏÖÜÎÏÛɯàÖÜɀËɯÞÈÕÛɯÛÖɯÒÕÖÞɯ

ÙÐÎÏÛɯÈÞÈàȮɂɯÚÏÌɯÚÈÐËȭɯɯɁ(ɀÔɯÐÕɯÛÏÌɯÉÜÐÓËÐÕÎɯ

and looking right at the rock toaster.  I turned 

ÐÛɯÖÍÍɯÐÔÔÌËÐÈÛÌÓàȮɯÉÜÛɯÐÛɀÚɯËÌÍÐÕÐÛÌÓàɯ×ÖÐÕÛÌËɯ

in the direction of the stadium.  Burr says 

ÚÏÌɀÓÓɯËÖɯÛÏÌɯÌßÈÊÛɯÊÈÓÊÜÓÈÛÐÖÕÚȭɯɯ2ÏÌɯÈÓÚÖɯÚÈàÚɯ

that the machine could have been 

repositioned and activated any time in the last 

twenty -four hours or so, maybe longer.  I told 

her to get a listing of every employee who 
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passed through security in the last two days.  

'ÖÞɯÈÙÌɯÛÏÐÕÎÚɯÎÖÐÕÎɯÞÐÛÏɯàÖÜȳɂ 

Ɂ6ÌɀÝÌɯÙÌÓÖÊÈÛÌËɯÛÏÌɯ×ÓÈàÌÙÚɯÐÕɯØÜÌÚÛÐÖÕɯ

to the pri vate lounge, which is on the other 

side from the sideline benches.  They look 

ÖÒÈàȮɯÉÜÛɯ(ɀÔɯÚÛÐÓÓɯÚÜÙÝÌàÐÕÎɯÛÏÌÔɯÈÕËɯÛÏÌÐÙɯ

ËÖÊÛÖÙȭɂ 

Ɂ#ÖɯàÖÜɯÚÛÐÓÓɯÞÈÕÛɯÛÏÌɯÚÊÈÕÕÌÙȳɂ 

Jack almost rolled his eyes at the 

ÈÉÚÜÙËÐÛàɯÖÍɯÏÌÙɯØÜÌÚÛÐÖÕȭɯɯɁ#ÖÕɀÛɯàÖÜɯÛÏÐÕÒɯ

we should bÌɯ×ÙÌ×ÈÙÌËȳɂ 

Ɂ8ÌÈÏȭɯɯ(ɀÝÌɯÎÖÛɯÔàɯÓÐÛÛÓÌɯÞÈÕËɯÏÌÙÌȮɯÚÖɯ

àÖÜɯÊÈÕɯÏÈÝÌɯÛÏÌɯÉÐÎɯÎÜÕÚȭɂ 

Kimi terminated the call after she 

informed Jack that the scanning team would 

be there in a few minutes, so Jack continued 

with his interviews.  Romano told of how 

Frainey, Mersey and Gomez in turn had bouts 

of what was initially interpreted as heat or 

hydration problems, but when their 

conditions worsened, he took them to a 

nearby shaded area to decide what treatments 

to administer.  When Jack inquired about 

psychological symptoms, Romano looked 
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puzzled and told him he should confer with 

the individual patients.  

Ɂ"ÏÈÐÙɯ 3ÞÖȮɯ ÊÖÔÌɯ ÏÌÙÌȮɂɯ 1ÖÔÈÕÖɯ

ÐÚÚÜÌËɯÛÏÌɯÊÖÔÔÈÕËɯÈÕËɯ/Ö××àɀÚɯÊÏÈÐÙɯÊÈÔÌɯ

to him on its own.  

Ɂ+ÌÈÝÌɯ ÔÌɯ ÈÓÖÕÌȵɂɯ /Ö××àɯ ×ÙÖÛÌÚÛÌËɯ

with shallow breath.  

Ɂ3ÖɯÛÌÓÓɯàÖÜɯÛÏÌɯÛÙÜÛÏȮɂɯ)ÈÊÒɯÚÈÐËȮɯɁ(ɀÔɯ

not legally permitted to speak to her without 

ÏÌÙɯÈÛÛÖÙÕÌàɯ×ÙÌÚÌÕÛȭɯɯ6ÏÈÛɯÈÉÖÜÛɯÛÏÌɯÖÛÏÌÙÚȳɂ 

Gomez said, Ɂ6ÌɯÞÌÙÌɯÑÜÚÛɯÚÐÛÛÐÕÎɯÛÏÌÙÌɯ

when Poppy passed out cold and Bill came to 

her rescue.  Then, about five minutes later, 

Mordie Grillo t got really annoyed and told 

!ÐÓÓɯ ÛÏÈÛɯ ÏÌɯ ÞÈÚÕɀÛɯ ÎÖÐÕÎɯ ÛÖɯ ÓÌÛɯ ÏÐÔɯ ÒÐÓÓɯ

/Ö××àȭɂ 

Ɂ*ÐÓÓȳɂɯ)ÈÊÒɯØÜÌÚÛÐÖÕÌËȭ 

&ÖÔÌáɯÕÖËËÌËȭɯɯɁ3ÏÈÛɀÚɯÞÏÈÛɯ,ÖÙËÐÌɯ

said.  None of us knew what he was talking 

ÈÉÖÜÛȮɯÉÜÛɯ(ɯÚÈÐËɯ(ɀËɯÓÖÖÒɯÖÕɯÛÖɯÔÈÒÌɯÚÜÙÌɯ!ÐÓÓɯ

was gentle with her, whic h of course he was.  

Then, I started getting these weird bursts of 

ÏÌÈÛɯÓÐÒÌɯ(ɯÞÈÚɯÖÕɯÍÐÙÌȭɯɯ(ɯËÖÕɀÛɯÙÌÔÌÔÉÌÙɯÞÏÈÛɯ

ÏÈ××ÌÕÌËɯÕÌßÛɯÉÌÊÈÜÚÌɯ(ɯÊÖÜÓËÕɀÛɯÛÏÐÕÒɯÈÉÖÜÛɯ
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anything but the heat.  Bill told me that 

Mordie and I got into a shoving match and he 

pushed me to the ground and yelled at me to 

ÎÌÛɯÈÞÈàɯÍÙÖÔɯÏÐÔȭɯɯ(ɯÛÏÐÕÒɯÛÏÈÛɀÚɯÞÏÌÕɯÛÏÌɯ

#ÌÍÌÕÚÐÝÌɯ"ÖÈÊÏɯËÐÚÔÐÚÚÌËɯÏÐÔȭɂ 

3ÏÌɯÛÙÈÐÕÌÙɯÊÏÐÔÌËɯÐÕȯɯɁ&ÙÐÓÓÖÛɯÞÌÕÛɯÛÖɯ

ÛÏÌɯÚÏÖÞÌÙÚɯÛÖɯÊÖÖÓɯÖÍÍȭɂ 

Ɂ"ÖÜÓËɯ àÖÜɯ ÎÌÛɯ ÏÐÔȮɯ ×ÓÌÈÚÌȮɂɯ )ÈÊÒɯ

requested.  The trainer nodded and departed. 

 ÍÛÌÙɯÏÌÈÙÐÕÎɯÖÍɯ&ÙÐÓÓÖÛɀÚɯÖÜÛÉÜÙÚÛȮɯ)ÈÊÒɯ

ÐÔÔÌËÐÈÛÌÓàɯ ÛÏÖÜÎÏÛɯ ÖÍɯ #ÌÓɯ 1ÖÉÐÕÚɀɯ ÍÐÕÈÓɯ

minutes.  For the first time since the initial call 

from Kimi in his garden, Jack was certain that 

ÛÏÐÚɯ ËÈàɀÚɯÏÈ××ÌÕÐÕÎÚɯÞÌÙÌɯÊÖÕÚÐÚÛÌÕÛɯÞÐÛÏɯ

the rest of the investigation. 

Barely getting back in the groove of 

questioning Gomez, Ted, his digital 

personality, came to life and informed him 

that Doug McCallum, the Commissioner of 

the football league, wished to speak to him 

immediately.  It was getting stuffy in the 

lounge, and Jack was edging on a bad mood. 

The last thing he wanted to do was P.R. to a 

sports executive.  Nonetheless, he shifted 
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gears to address the image of an aging, thick-

chinned gentleman in an expensive logo 

blazer.  Jack had to explain once again what 

was goinÎɯ ÖÕȮɯÏÖ×ÐÕÎɯÛÏÈÛɯÏÌɯÞÖÜÓËÕɀÛɯÉÌɯ

laughed at. 

Upon hearing that several players had 

been questioned and one fan was missing, the 

"ÖÔÔÐÚÚÐÖÕÌÙɯ ÐÕÛÌÙÙÜ×ÛÌËɯ )ÈÊÒȭɯ ɯ Ɂ3ÏÌɯ ÊÐÛàɯ

and the stadium might be yours, cop, but the 

fans and players belong to us.  Their safety is 

ÔàɯÙÌÚ×ÖÕÚÐÉÐÓÐÛàȭɯɯ8ÖÜɀÙÌɯÈÉÖÜÛɯÛÌÕɯÔÐÕÜÛÌÚɯ

from the biggest publicity kick in the balls 

your police department has had in a long 

ÛÐÔÌȵɯɯ(ɀÝÌɯÈÓÙÌÈËàɯÚ×ÖÒÌÕɯÞÐÛÏɯàÖÜÙɯÚÜ×ÌÙÐÖÙȮɯ

!ÌÕÑÈÔÐÕɯ,ÐÓÓÌÙȭɯɯ'ÌɯÚÈÐËɯÏÌɀËɯÉÈÊÒɯÔÌɯÐÍɯ(ɯ

ordered a full stadium evacÜÈÛÐÖÕȵɯ ɯ 8ÖÜɀËɯ

ÉÌÛÛÌÙɯÉÌɯËÈÔÕÌËɯÚÌÙÐÖÜÚɯÈÉÖÜÛɯÞÏÈÛɯàÖÜɀÙÌɯ

ËÖÐÕÎȵɂ 

Jack wiped a bead of sweat from his 

ÏÈÐÙÓÐÕÌȭɯɯɁ6ÌɯÏÈÝÌɯÕÖɯÌÔ×ÐÙÐÊÈÓɯÌÝÐËÌÕÊÌɯÛÏÈÛɯ

ÈÕàÖÕÌɯ ÐÚɯ ÐÕɯ ËÈÕÎÌÙȭɂɯ ɯ &ÖÐÕÎɯ ÍÖÙɯ ÛÏÌɯ ÉÌÚÛɯ

comeback he could generate, he said, 

Ɂ$ÝÌÙàÛÏÐÕÎɯ ÞÌɀÙÌɯ ËÖÐÕÎɯ ÏÌÙÌ is a 

precautionary measure.  If I had reason to 
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believe that there was any reason to do so, I 

would call  in the evacuation order thirty 

seconds before you couldȭɂ 

One of the executives dashed across the 

room to Jack, fumbling to get in on the 

conversation on his own D -ÝÐÊÌȭɯɯɁ3ÏÈÛɯÐÚɯÕÖÛɯ

ÏÈ××ÌÕÐÕÎȵɯ ɯ #ÖÜÎȮɯ (ɀÔɯ ÙÐÎÏÛɯ ÏÌÙÌɯ ÏÌÈÙÐÕÎɯ

ÌÝÌÙàÛÏÐÕÎȮɯÈÕËɯÐÛɀÚɯÕÖÛɯÛÏÈÛɯÉÈËȭɂ 

,Ê"ÈÓÓÜÔɀÚɯ ÝÖÐÊÌɯ ÊÙÈÊÒÌËɯ ÈÚɯ ÏÌɯ

muttered his last words before going private  

ÞÐÛÏɯÛÏÌɯ5ÖÙÛÌßɯÌßÌÊȭɯɯɁ3ÌÕɯÔinutes, copȭɂ 

Jack had played hardball with powerful 

businesspeople before.  He imagined 4-to-1 

odds that McCallum had twisted the truth 

when he said that Miller would back him; yet, 

there were butterÍÓÐÌÚɯÐÕɯ)ÈÊÒɀÚɯÚÛÖÔÈÊÏȭɯɯ ll 

the executives departed, so Jack called Kimi to 

help ease his mind. 

Ɂ(ɯÏÌÈÙËȮɂɯ*ÐÔÐɯÐÔÔÌËÐÈÛÌÓàɯÙÌÚ×ÖÕËÌËȮɯ

having been a silent remote spectator in the 

ËÐÎÐÛÈÓɯ ÊÖÕÝÌÙÚÈÛÐÖÕȭɯ ɯ Ɂ#ÖÕɀÛɯ ÞÖÙÙàȭɯ ɯ 3ÏÌɯ

scanner is just arriving in the parking lot.  

3ÏÌàɀÓÓɯÉÌɯÛÖɯàÖÜÙɯÓÖÊÈÛÐÖÕɯÐÕɯÈɯÔÐÕÜÛÌȭɯɯ'ÌàȮɯ

àÖÜɯÓÖÖÒɯÉÈËȭɂ 
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Ɂ(ɀÔɯÖÒÈàȭɯɯ(ÛɀÚɯÑÜÚÛɯÛÏÈÛɯÐÛɀÚɯÙÌÈÓÓàɯstuffy 

ÐÕɯ ÏÌÙÌɯ ÈÕËɯ (ɀÔɯ ÓÖÚÐÕÎɯ Ôàɯ ×ÈÛÐÌÕÊÌɯ ÞÐÛÏɯ

everyone I have to corral to make this work.  I 

should have made you go here instead of 

ÔÌȭɂɯ 

Ɂ-Öɯ ÛÏÈÕÒÚȮɂɯ *ÐÔÐɯ ÙÌ×ÓÐÌËȮɯ ÊÏÜÊÒÓÐÕÎȭɯɯ

Ɂ3ÏÌÙÌɀÚɯÕÖɯÍÖÕËÜÌɯÐÕɯÛÏÌɯÞÖÙÓËɯÎÖÖËɯÌÕÖÜÎÏɯ

to make me want to go near that death 

column again.  If it makes you feel any better, 

thi ngs are pretty slow here.  Carol is running 

a trace on the rock toaster and we should 

ÒÕÖÞɯ ÐÕɯ Èɯ ÍÌÞɯ ÔÐÕÜÛÌÚɯ ÌßÈÊÛÓàɯ ÞÏÌÙÌɯ ÐÛɀÚɯ

ÈÐÔÌËȭɂ 

Jack complimented his partner on her 

work, and then resumed his conversation 

ÞÐÛÏɯ&ÖÔÌáȭɯɯɁ6ÏÈÛɯÈÉÖÜÛɯÔÌÕÛÈÓɯÚàÔ×ÛÖÔÚȳɯɯ

Did you experience any weird sensations, or 

feelings, or ÏÈÓÓÜÊÐÕÈÛÐÖÕÚȳɂ 

Gomez hesitated, sitting down at the 

ÉÖÖÛÏɯ ÕÌßÛɯ ÛÖɯ )ÈÊÒȭɯ ɯ 'Ìɯ ÚÈÐËȮɯ Ɂ(ɀÔɯ ÒÐÕËÈɯ

embarrassed about this, but yeah.  It was like 

somebody was watching me, and I kept 

seeing someone out of the corner of my eye, 

but whenever I turned to look at him, he 
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disappeared.  Every time I saw him, he was 

closer and closer to me.  And then, somebody 

ÞÈÚɯÚÈàÐÕÎɯÛÖɯÔÌȮɯȿ"ÖÔÌȭɯɯ"ÖÔÌȭɯɯ"ÖÔÌȭɀɯɯ

3ÏÈÛɀÚɯÞÏÌÕɯ(ɯÚÛÈÙÛÌËɯÍÌÌÓÐÕÎɯÓÐÒÌɯ(ɯÞÈÚɯÖÕɯ

ÍÐÙÌȭɂ 

1ÖÔÈÕÖɯÐÕÛÌÙÙÜ×ÛÌËȭɯɯɁ2ÐÙȮɯÌßÊÜÚÌɯÔÌȮɯ

ÉÜÛɯ'ÈÙÖÓËɀÚɯÐÚÕɀÛɯÚÛÈÉÐÓÐáÐÕÎȮɯÈÕËɯ(ɯÕÌÌËɯÛÖɯÎÌÛɯ

him and Poppy, and preferably George, to a 

ÏÖÚ×ÐÛÈÓɯÙÐÎÏÛɯÈÞÈàȭɯɯ(ÚɯÐÛɯÚÈÍÌɯÛÖɯËÖɯÛÏÈÛȳɂ 

Ɂ.ÍɯÊÖÜÙÚÌȮɂɯ)Èck nodded, his thoughts 

beginning to drift a bit.  He decided to check 

Ü×ɯ ÖÕɯ ÛÏÌɯ ÚÊÈÕÕÐÕÎɯ ÛÌÈÔȭɯ ɯ Ɂ'ÌàȮɯ 2ÞÐÙÛáȮɯ

ÞÏÌÙÌɯÈÙÌɯàÖÜɯÎÜàÚȳɂ 

Ron Swirtz, carrying the multiscanner 

ÜÕÐÛȮɯÙÌ×ÓÐÌËȮɯɁ6ÌɯÞÌÙÌɯÑÜÚÛɯÈÉÖÜÛɯÛÖɯÓÖÖÒɯàÖÜɯ

Ü×ȭɯɯ6ÌɀÙÌɯÈÛɯÛÏÌɯÚÌÙÝÐÊÌɯÌÕÛÙÈÕÊÌȭɂ 

Ɂ3hank you so much for coming at such 

ÚÏÖÙÛɯÕÖÛÐÊÌȮɂɯ)ÈÊÒɯÚÈÐËȮɯÞÐ×ÐÕÎɯÈÕÖÛÏÌÙɯÛÙÐÊÒÓÌɯ

ÖÍɯ×ÌÙÚ×ÐÙÈÛÐÖÕɯÍÙÖÔɯÏÐÚɯÍÖÙÌÏÌÈËȭɯɯɁ&ÖɯÛÖɯÛÏÌɯ

home team sidelines and scan everything 

from the white line to the benches clear into 

ÛÏÌɯ ÓÖÊÒÌÙɯ ÙÖÖÔȭɯ ɯ (ɀÓÓɯ ÔÌÌÛɯ Ü×ɯ ÞÐÛÏɯ àÖu 

ÚÏÖÙÛÓàȭɂ 

Ɂ1ÐÎÏÛɯÈÞÈàȮɂɯ2ÞÐÙÛáɯÙÌ×ÓÐÌËȭ 
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Ɂ ÕËɯ×ÓÌÈÚÌɯÒÌÌ×ɯÈɯÓÖÞɯ×ÙÖÍÐÓÌȮɯÈÕËɯÉàɯ

ÓÖÞȮɯ (ɯ ÔÌÈÕɯ ÐÕÝÐÚÐÉÓÌȭɂɯ ɯ )ÈÊÒɯ ×Ö××ÌËɯ Èɯ

gremlin.  He decided to wait a minute before 

heading down to the field level to coordinate 

the scan.  He needed more courage to face the 

roaring crowd than he currently had.  The 

gremlin might make him more confident, or at 

least less concerned.  He passed the time by 

gazing out the lounge window into the hazy 

skyline, waiting for the mood -enhancing pill 

to kick in.  

2ÎÛȭɯ+ÖÔÐÚɀɯÝÖÐÊÌɯÐÕÛÌÙrupted his mental 

ÙÌÊÌÚÚȭɯɯɁ6ÌɯÎÖÛɯÏÐÔȭɂ 

Ɂ'ÔÔȳɂ 

Ɂ8ÖÜÙɯ ÎÜàȮɯ 2ÈÙÈÛɯ *È×ÖÖÙȭɯ ɯ 6Ìɯ ÍÖÜÕËɯ

him nonchalantly heading for the exit, just as 

ÛÏÌɯÎÈÔÌɯÞÈÚɯÎÌÛÛÐÕÎɯÐÕÛÌÙÌÚÛÐÕÎȭɯɯ'ÌɀÚɯÐÕɯÛÏÌɯ

ÚÌÊÜÙÐÛàɯÖÍÍÐÊÌɯÕÖÞɯÐÕɯ×ÖÓÐÊÌɯÊÜÚÛÖËàȭɂɯɯ)ÈÊÒɯ

applauded silently, receiving a m omentary 

pick-me-up from the news.  Jack decided to 

take a seat for one more minute to stave off 

the lingering fatigue.  

 A commotion coming from the other 

side of the main door gave him a slight start.  
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The brass door handle jiggled suddenly.  The 

door flew open, revealing a huge, African-

American  man in a Vortex jersey.  Being a 

sports fan, Jack recognized him instantly as 

Mordecai Grillot, starting Line Backer.  Grillot 

stood firmly.  H is narrow eyes could have 

been ablaze with the fires of hell as he made 

visual contact with Jack. 

Appearing just as surprised to see Jack 

ÈÚɯ)ÈÊÒɯÞÈÚɯÛÖɯÚÌÌɯÏÐÔȮɯ&ÙÐÓÓÖÛɯÚ×ÖÒÌȯɯɯɁ6ÏÌÙÌɯ

are the other players?  Where did you take 

ÛÏÌÔȳɂ 

Ɂ3ÏÌàɀÙÌɯÎÖÐÕÎɯÛÖɯÛÏÌɯÏÖÚ×ÐÛÈÓȭɯɯ3ÏÌàɀÙÌɯ

ÝÌÙàɯÚÐÊÒȮɂɯ)ÈÊÒɯÙÌ×ÓÐÌËȭ 

Ɂ(ɯ ÞÖÕɀÛɯ ÓÌÛɯ àÖÜɯ ÒÐÓÓɯ ÏÌÙȵɂɯ &ÙÐÓÓÖÛɯ

ÚÏÙÐÒÌËȭɯɯɁ2ÏÌɯËÐËÕɀÛɯËÖɯÈÕàÛÏÐÕÎɯÛÖɯàÖÜȵɂ 

Jack rose to meet the muscular athlete, 

who was issuing profanity.  Ɂ2ÏÌɀÚɯ ÖÜÛɯ ÖÍɯ

ËÈÕÎÌÙȮɯÈÕËɯàÖÜȱɂɯGrillot exploded  his right 

ÍÐÚÛɯÐÕÛÖɯ)ÈÊÒɀÚɯÕÌÊÒȮɯÚÌÕËÐÕÎɯÏÐÔɯÛÖɯÖÕÌɯÒÕÌÌɯ

in howling pain.  Jack reached for his firearm, 

but Grillot, who still had the element of 

surprise, hammered his right arm and face 

before he could firmly grasp the weapon.  Too 
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weak to give it his all, Jack could only stumble 

against the wall, blood trickling from his nose 

down his  cheek. 

Jack figured that this hulk was in a state 

of violent paranoia, similar to what Del 

Robins had experienced when he attacked his 

brother-in-law.  He was likely just as sick as 

his teammates, perhaps more. 

-ÖÛɯÙÌÓÌÕÛÐÕÎȮɯ&ÙÐÓÓÖÛɯÈÎÈÐÕɯÚÛÙÜÊÒɯ)ÈÊÒɀÚɯ

face and upper torso, using a series of 

alternating left and right jabs, voicing 

profanity -laced threats all the while.  Jack 

fought to secure his weapon in his right hand, 

but the conditioned football player grabbed 

ÛÏÌɯËÌÛÌÊÛÐÝÌɀÚɯÞÙÐÚÛȮɯÛÞÐÚÛÐÕÎɯÐÛɯÙÌÓÌÕtlessly.  

/ÈÐÕɯÚÜÙÎÌËɯÐÕɯÍÖÜÙɯÖÙɯÍÐÝÌɯ×ÓÈÊÌÚɯÐÕɯ)ÈÊÒɀÚɯ

Ü××ÌÙɯÉÖËàȭɯɯɁ6ÈÐÛȵɯɯ8ÖÜɀÙÌɯÎÖÐÕÎɯÈÍÛÌÙɯÛÏÌɯ

ÞÙÖÕÎɯ ÎÜàȵɂɯ ɯ &ÙÐÓÓÖÛɯ ÐÎÕÖÙÌËɯ ÏÐÚɯ ÞÖÙËÚȭɯɯ

Trying to speak into his wrist D -vice, he 

ÚÏÖÜÛÌËȮɯɁ.ÍÍÐÊÌÙɯËÐÚÛÙÌÚÚȵɯɯ.ÍÍÐÊÌÙɯËÐÚÛÙÌÚÚȵɂ 

Given the involuntary ment al state of 

his attacker, Jack decided to forego lethal 

force and use both hands to defend himself.  

Receiving abdominal blows, he wriggled his 
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wrist out of the hold.  Tripping Grillot up 

with his leg just enough so when he thrust all 

his weight on his foe, Grillot fell to the floor.  

Jack was not going to engage this rage-

induced man any more than he had to.  Using 

his momentary advantage, he crawled toward 

the open doorway.  Grillot was on his heels, 

tackling him flat with all the force of a two -

time All L eague Bowl defenseman.  Facing 

utter physical and mental exhaustion, he 

curled against the wall.  

Ɂ&ÐÝÌɯ ÏÌÙɯ ÉÈÊÒȵɂɯ &ÙÐÓÓÖÛɯ ËÌÔÈÕËÌËȮɯ

ÈÛÛÌÔ×ÛÐÕÎɯÛÖɯÛÏÙÖÛÛÓÌɯ)ÈÊÒɀÚɯÕÌÊÒȭ 

Hurried footsteps rounded the corner.  

Two armed police officers appeared, 

immediately o rdering Grillot to cease.  When 

he refused to comply, the cuffs went on before 

Jack could say a word.  Assuring that Jack was 

ÖÜÛɯ ÖÍɯ ÏÈÙÔɀÚɯ ÞÈà, the uniformed officers 

administered an electronic tranquilizer to the 

wild Vortex player and dragged him away.  

)ÈÊÒɯÍÖÜÕËɯÈɯÉÙÌÈÛÏɯÛÖɯÚÏÖÜÛɯÛÖɯÛÏÌÔȮɯɁ/ÓÌÈÚÌɯ

get him to the hospital right away.  He has 

ÚÌÝÌÙÌɯÐÕÛÌÙÕÈÓɯÏÌÈËɯÛÙÈÜÔÈȭɂɯɯ.ÕÌɯÖÍɯÛÏÌÔɯ
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acknowledged with a grunt, instructing Jack 

to stay put until medical help arrived.  

Plugging his gushing nose and cradling  

his right arm and shoulder, Jack plopped 

himself in the middle of the floor, mentally 

debating with himself about the prospect of 

rising to his feet. Every bone and muscle 

seemed to ache and throb.  The stuffy heat felt 

much worse in the corridor and his sinuses 

were stopped up. 

Ɂ)ÈÊÒÐÌȳɂɯ *ÐÔÐɀÚɯ ÍÈÔÐÓÐÈÙɯ ÝÖÐÊÌɯ ÊÈÔÌɯ

from his wrist D -ÝÐÊÌȭɯ ɯ Ɂ)ÈÊÒȳɯ ɯ  ÙÌɯ àÖÜɯ

ÈÓÙÐÎÏÛȳɯɯ ÙÌɯàÖÜɯÐÕɯÛÙÖÜÉÓÌȳɂ 

Ɂ,ÖÙËÌÊÈÐɯ &ÙÐÓÓÖÛɯ ÈÛÛÈÊÒÌËɯ ÔÌȮɂɯ )ÈÊÒɯ

ÙÌ×ÓÐÌËȭɯ ɯ Ɂ(ɀÔɯ ÖÒÈàɯ ÕÖÞȭɯ ɯ 3ÏÌàɯ ÛÖÖÒɯ ÏÐÔɯ

away.  He had paranoid, violent tendencies, 

juÚÛɯÓÐÒÌɯ#ÌÓȭɂ 

Ɂ8ÖÜɀÙÌɯ ÕÖÛɯ Èɯ ÖÕÌ-ÔÈÕɯ ÈÙÔàȮɂɯ *ÐÔÐɯ

ÚÈÐËȭɯɁ.ÕÌɯÖÍɯÛÏÌÚÌɯËÈàÚȮɯàÖÜɀÙÌɯÎÖÐÕÎɯÛÖɯÌÕËɯ

up knocked out in a dumpster.  By the way, 

do you want to know what I found out about 

ÛÏÌɯÙÖÊÒɯÛÖÈÚÛÌÙȳɂ 

Before attempting to acknowledge 

*ÐÔÐɀÚɯØÜÌÚÛÐÖÕȮɯ)ÈÊÒɯÊÓosed his eyes and took 
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a deep breath.  As he opened his eyes, the 

room seemed to be enveloped in an eerie 

shadowy darkness.  Jack could barely see a 

meter in front of him.  The industrial lights 

above him were shining as brightly as ever, 

but somehow, theiÙɯ ÓÐÎÏÛɯ ËÐËÕɀÛɯ ÙÌÈÊÏɯ ÛÏÌɯ

walls or floor.  They might as well have been 

stars shining in deep space with no satellites 

to catch their beams. 

Jack blinked.  No change. 

*ÐÔÐȯɯɁ(ɯÏÌÈÙËɯÛÏÈÛɯàÖÜɯÎÖÛɯ*È×ÖÖÙɯÐÕɯ

ÊÜÚÛÖËàȭɯɯ'ÌàȮɯÈÙÌɯàÖÜɯÖÒÈàȳɂ 

A faint green glow fro m around the 

ÊÖÙÕÌÙɯ ÊÈÜÎÏÛɯ )ÈÊÒɀÚɯ ÌàÌȭɯ ɯ 6ÈÛÊÏÐÕÎɯ ÛÏÌɯ

unusual light flicker slightly, he knew that 

something had just gone terribly wrong.  Had 

Kapoor activated some kind of chemical 

incendiary device before his capture? 

Ɂ)ÈÊÒȮɯ ÈÙÌɯ àÖÜɯ ÖÒÈàȳɯ ɯ (ɯ ÊÈÕɯ ÚÌÌɯ àÖÜɯ

ÔÖÝÐÕÎȭɂ 

Ɂ8ÌÈÏȮɂɯ )ÈÊÒɯ ÙÌ×ÓÐÌËȮɯ ÉÈÙÌÓàɯ ×ÈàÐÕÎɯ

attention to her. 

Suddenly, the floor trembled for a 

second in the vicinity of the green light.  Then 
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it trembled again.  And again.  And again.  

Each time, the source of the tremors seemed 

to be drawing closer.  Footfalls, heavy and 

deliberate.  One more tremor rumbled as a 

large figure stepped around the corner.  

Wearing a leather and chain mail tunic, it was 

almost as tall as the four-meter-high ceiling.  

In its muscular right hand was a huge bladed 

scepter on top of which was a brilliantly 

burning green flame.  On its head was an 

oversized helmet made of gold, featuring 

jeweled horns and an elongated snout with a 

shimmering ring through the nose.  The 

creature glared at Jack through eyeholes 

glowing green, tak ing one or two steps closer 

to the battered detective. 

Fear gripped Jack at the sight of this 

figure.  His heart began to beat furiously until 

it felt like he was out of breath.  There was no 

mistaking what was happening.  The 

menacing creature was completely familiar to 

him.  

Mister Bull King.  
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11.  
 

A Few Seconds Later 

The Shadow and the Spider  

 

Kimi stood near a window on the 38 th 

floor near the Conifer lab  after placing results 

ÖÍɯ ÛÏÌɯ ÙÖÊÒɯ ÛÖÈÚÛÌÙɀÚɯ ÛÙÈÑÌÊÛÖÙàɯ ÖÕɯ Èɯ ÓÈÙÎÌɯ

digital wall display.  She held a portable D-

vice on which was the image of her partner on 

the floor in the stadium, holding his bloody 

nose, crouching in a defensive posture. 

Ɂ6ÏÈÛɀÚɯÞÙÖÕÎȮɯ)ÈÊÒȳɂɯÚÏÌɯÈÚÒÌËȭɯɯ)ÈÊÒɯ

seemed to be too focused on whatever he was 

looking at to reply ȭɯɯɁ(Úɯ,ÖÙËÌÊÈÐɯ&ÙÐÓÓÖÛɯÉÈÊÒȳɯɯ

#ÖɯàÖÜɯÕÌÌËɯÔÖÙÌɯÏÌÓ×ȳɂ 

Ɂ(ȱ(ɀÔɯÖÒÈàȮɯ(ɯÎÜÌÚÚȮɂɯ)ÈÊÒɯÚÛÜÛÛÌÙÌËȭ 

As usual, Jack was trying to be the 

macho cop, shunning assistance.  His 
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behavior, however, was more than a little 

×ÌÊÜÓÐÈÙȭɯ ɯ *ÐÔÐɯ ÊÖÜÓËɯ ÚÌÌɯ )ÈÊÒɀÚɯ ÍÈÊÌɯ ÈÕËɯ

upper  body in his wrist D -ÝÐÊÌɀÚɯÝÐËÌÖ.  His 

hollow expression betrayed the tempest in his 

soul.  Even as he rose to his feet, however, 

there was no indication of what was 

happening in front of him  that could be 

causing his unrest.  There were no noises 

except for the distant stadium crowd.  

Ɂ8ÖÜɯÛÜÙÕɯÛÏÈÛɯÜÕÐÛɯÈÙÖÜÕËɯÙÐÎÏÛɯÕÖÞȮɂɯ

*ÐÔÐɯÚÊÖÓËÌËȭɯɯɁ6ÏÈÛɯÈÙÌɯàÖÜɯÓÖÖÒÐÕÎɯÈÛȳɂɯɯ

Jack turned his device to allow Kimi to view 

what was in front of him.  There was just an 

empty cement hallway, wide and brightly lit.  

In short  breaths, Jack said, 

Ɂ2ÖÔÌÉÖËàȱÙÌ×ÖÚÐÛÐÖÕÌËɯÛÏÌȱÙÖÊÒɯÛÖÈÚÛÌÙȭɂ 

Ɂ(ɯ ÞÈÚɯ ÙÐÎÏÛȮɂɯ *ÐÔÐɯ ÚÈÐËȭɯ ɯ Ɂ(ɀÝÌɯ

diagramed its trajectory.  I can show it to you.  

(ÛɀÚɯ×ÖÐÕÛÐÕÎɯÙÐÎÏÛɯÈÛɯÛÏÌɯÏÖÔÌɯÛÌÈÔɯÉÌÕÊÏÌÚȭɯɯ

(ɀÔɯÚÛÐÓÓɯÞÈÐÛÐÕÎɯÍÖÙɯÛÏÌɯÔÜÓÛÐÚÊÈÕÕÌÙɯÛÌÈÔɯÛÖɯ

collaborate, butȱɂ 

Ɂ-ÖȮɂɯ )ÈÊÒɯ ÐÕÛÌÙÙÜ×ÛÌËɯ ÏÌÙȭɯ ɯ Ɂ8ÖÜɯ

ËÖÕɀÛȱÜÕËÌÙÚÛÈÕËȭɯ ɯ (Ûɯ ÎÖÛȱÙÌ×ÖÚÐÛÐÖÕÌËȱÈɯ

ÍÌÞɯÔÐÕÜÛÌÚɯÈÎÖȭɂ 
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Ɂ-ÖȮɯÐÛɯËÐËÕɀÛȮɂɯ*ÐÔÐɯÙÌ×ÓÐÌËȭɯɯ)ÈÊÒɯÞÈÚɯ

known for his erratic behavior, but this was 

odd, even for him.  She watched the video as 

Jack tripped down the hallway  into what 

ÔÜÚÛɯ ÏÈÝÌɯ ÉÌÌÕɯ ÛÏÌɯ ×ÓÈàÌÙÚɀɯ ÓÖÜÕÎÌȭɯ ɯ 'Ìɯ

slammed the door behind him.  

Ɂ(Ûɯ ÔÈàɯ ÏÈÝÌɯ ÉÌÌÕȱ×ÖÐÕÛÐÕÎɯ ÈÛɯ ÛÏÌɯ

ÉÌÕÊÏÌÚȱÈɯÞÏÐÓÌɯÈÎÖȮɯÉÜÛȱÕÖÞɯÐÛɀÚɯ×ÖÐÕÛÐÕÎɯ

ÏÌÙÌȱÈÕËɯ(ɯÕÌÌËɯÛÖɯÎÌÛɯÈÞÈàȵɂ 

Jack continued across the room, slipping 

out another door into an off ice space.  Kimi 

heard someone ask Jack to identify himself, 

ÍÖÓÓÖÞÌËɯÉàɯ)ÈÊÒɀÚɯËÐÙÌÊÛÐÝÌȯɯɁ#ÌÕÝÌÙɯ/ÖÓÐÊÌȵɯɯ

&ÌÛɯ ÖÜÛȵɯ ɯ 1ÜÕɯ ÍÖÙɯ àÖÜÙɯ ÓÐÍÌȵɂɯ ɯ 'Ìɯ ×ÈÚÚÌËɯ

through another door and plopped himself in 

a chair. 

Starting to catch his breath, he said, 

Ɂ(ɀÝÌɯÉÌÌÕɯÏÐÛɯÞÐÛÏɯÛÏÌȱËÌÈÛÏɯÊÖÓÜÔÕȵɯɯ(ɯÞÈÚɯ

in the Vortex lounge, and after they carried 

&ÙÐÓÓÖÛɯÈÞÈàȱ(ɯÏÈÓÓÜÊÐÕÈÛÌËȭɯɯ(ɯÚÈÞɯÛÏÌɯÉÜÓÓɯ

ÔÖÕÚÛÌÙȭɂ 

*ÐÔÐɯ ËÐËÕɀÛɯ ÕÌÌËɯ ÛÖɯ ÏÌÈÙɯ ÔÖÙÌȭɯ ɯ 2ÏÌɯ

immediately summoned medical help for 
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)ÈÊÒȮɯÚÈàÐÕÎȮɯɁ$ÝÌÙàÛÏÐÕÎɀÚɯÎÖÐÕÎɯÛÖɯÉÌɯÖÒÈàȭɯɯ

You hÈÝÌɯÛÏÌɯÚÜÚ×ÌÊÛɯÐÕɯÊÜÚÛÖËàȭɂ 

Finally catching his breath, Jack 

ÙÌÚ×ÖÕËÌËȮɯ Ɂ3ÏÌÙÌɀÚɯ ÈÕÖÛÏÌÙɯ ÚÜÚ×ÌÊÛȭɂɯHe 

winced in agony.  Ɂ(ÛɯÚÜÊÒÚɯÛÖɯÉÌɯÔÌɯÙÐÎÏÛɯ

ÕÖÞȭɂ 

Ɂ ÕÖÛÏÌÙɯÚÜÚ×ÌÊÛȳɂ 

Ɂ8ÌÈÏȭɯɯ2ÖÔÌÉÖËàɯÙÌ×ÖÚÐÛÐÖÕÌËɯÛÏÌɯÙÖÊÒɯ

toaster in the time between when Poppy 

passed ÖÜÛɯÈÕËɯÕÖÞȭɂɯɯ)ÈÊÒɯ×ÈÜÚÌËȮɯÊÜÙÓÌËɯÜ×ɯ

ÐÕɯÏÐÚɯÊÏÈÐÙȮɯÈÕËɯÞÐÕÊÌËɯÈÎÈÐÕȭɯɯɁ/ÓÌÈÚÌȮɯ&ÖËȭɯɯ

,àɯÏÌÈËɯÏÜÙÛÚȭɯɯ3ÌÓÓɯÛÏÌɯÔÌËÐÊÚɯÛÖɯÏÜÙÙàȵɂ 

Not only did Kimi feel helpless to assist 

her partner from her remote location, but she 

began to feel physical pain along with  her 

partner and friend.  Then, she considered 

what he had said.  The rock toaster was not 

remotely repositionable.  How was it possible 

that someone could have moved it?  She had 

been in front of it most of the time since her 

arrival.  She and Carol Burr. 

Come to think of it, Burr had been 

present when Jack had told her he was 

relocating the sick players to the lounge.  Burr 
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had been at its controls when she extracted 

the trajectory data.  Was it possible that Carol 

Burr was the missing link in the investi gation? 

Kimi approached Burr as she stood in 

ÛÏÌɯ"ÖÕÐÍÌÙɯÓÈÉȭɯɯ2ÛÌÙÕÓàȮɯÚÏÌɯÚÈÐËȮɯɁ,Úȭɯ!ÜÙÙȮɯ

(ɀÔɯÎÖÐÕÎɯÛÖɯÏÈÝÌɯÛÖɯÈÚÒɯàÖÜɯÛÖɯÊÖÔÌɯÛÖɯÛÏÌɯ

ÚÛÈÛÐÖÕɯÞÐÛÏɯÔÌȭɂ 

Ɂ6ÏȱÞÏàȳɂ 

Ɂ(ɯÏÈÝÌɯÈɯÍÌÞɯÖÛÏÌÙɯØÜÌÚÛÐÖÕÚɯ(ɀËɯÓÐÒÌɯÛÖɯ

ÈÚÒɯàÖÜɯÐÕɯÈɯÔÖÙÌɯÊÖÕÛÙÖÓÓÌËɯÚÌÛÛÐÕÎȭɂ 

Burr bolted toward the exit  where Kimi 

was standing, closing the distance between 

herself and Kimi too quickly for Kimi to react 

further.  Kimi drew her weapon, but Burr was 

prepared.  The HalmanAbramsSatalini 

employee snatched the weapon out of her 

hands and continued out into the hall.  

Ɂ2ÛÈàɯ ÉÈÊÒȵɂɯ !ÜÙÙɯ ÚÏÖÜÛÌËɯ ÈÚɯ ÚÏÌɯ

pointed the weapon at Kimi, though still 

running.  

Calling to the voice recognition D -vice 

ÐÕɯÏÌÙɯÎÜÕȮɯ*ÐÔÐɯÚÈÐËȮɯɁ!ÈÙÕÌàȮɯÚÛÖ×ȵɂɯɯ3ÏÌɯÙÌËɯ

status indicator on the weapon immediately 
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ÛÜÙÕÌËɯÎÙÌÌÕȭɯɯɁ(Ûɀs deactivated now.  Drop 

ÐÛȵɂ 

Burr dashed into a waiting elevator, 

disabled weapon still in hand.  Clearly, she 

had a contingency plan in mind.  Kimi called 

ÍÖÙɯÉÈÊÒÜ×ɯÛÖɯÊÖÝÌÙɯÈÓÓɯÛÏÌɯÉÜÐÓËÐÕÎɀÚɯÌßÐÛÚɯÈÚɯ

she summoned another elevator. 

*ÐÔÐɀÚɯ ÌÓÌÝÈÛÖÙɯ ÙÌÈÊhed the ground 

floor.  Cautiously, she stepped out into the 

atrium.  There was no sign of her suspect.  

Ɂ ÕàÉÖËàɯÚÌÌɯÏÌÙȳɂɯɯ3ÏÌɯÚÌÊÜÙÐÛàɯÎÜÈÙËɯÐÕɯ

the basement responded in the negative, as 

ËÐËɯ)ÜÕɯ,ÈÛÚÜÔÖÛÖȮɯ*ÐÔÐɀÚɯÜÕÐÍÖÙÔÌËɯËÙÐÝÌÙɯ

who waited by the main entrance. 

Ɂ2ÏÌɯÔÐÎÏÛɯÏÈÝÌɯÎÖÛÛÌÕɯÖÍÍɯÖÕɯÈÕÖÛÏÌÙɯ

ÍÓÖÖÙȮɂɯÛÏÌɯÚÌÊÜÙÐÛàɯÎÜÈÙËɯÊÖÔÔÌÕÛÌËɯÖÕɯÏÐÚɯ

D-ÝÐÊÌȭɯɯɁ6ÈÐÛȭɯɯ3ÏÌÙÌɯÚÏÌɯÐÚȭɯɯ.ÕɯÛÏÌɯÙÖÖÍȭɂɯɯ

Kimi was able to view the video from a 

rooftop camera, showing Burr rushing around 

randomly, probably trying to locate  the 

emergency chute. 

Another elevator ride later, Kimi and 

Matsumoto were on the roof.  As soon as 

Carol saw them, she darted directly for the 
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northwest lip. Kimi froze in her tracks, 

ÚÏÖÜÛÐÕÎȮɯɁWait.  3ÏÌÙÌɀÚɯÕÖÞÏÌÙÌɯÛÖɯÎÖȵɂ 

/ÓÈÊÐÕÎɯ *ÐÔÐɀÚɯ ÜÚÌÓÌÚÚɯ ÞÌÈ×ÖÕ down 

her pants, Carol climbed up on the safety 

fence, peering down over the edge.  Her small 

D-vice alerted her of her precarious position.  

Matsumoto drew his weapon and started 

jogging toward her.  Kimi told him to hold his 

position and not fire.  

Ɂ ÙÌɯàÖÜɯÖÒÈàȳɂɯ*ÐÔÐɯÈÚÒÌËɯ"ÈÙÖÓȮɯÞÏÖɯ

was still a good five -second run from her.  She 

reasoned that Carol might be having rock 

toaster-ÐÕËÜÊÌËɯ×ÈÙÈÕÖÐÈȭɯɯɁ-ÖÉÖËàɯÏÌÙÌɯÐÚɯ

ÎÖÐÕÎɯÛÖɯÏÜÙÛɯàÖÜȭɂ 

Ɂ(ɯËÖÕɀÛɯÊÈÙÌȮɂɯ"ÈÙÖÓɯÙÌ×ÓÐÌËȭ 

Ɂ#ÖɯàÖÜɯÚÌÌɯÈÕàÉÖËàɯÜ×ɯÏÌÙÌɯÉÜÛɯÔÌɯ

and OfÍÐÊÌÙɯ,ÈÛÚÜÔÖÛÖȳɂɯ*ÐÔÐɯÈÛÛÌÔ×ÛÌËɯÛÖɯ

ËÐÚÊÌÙÕɯ"ÈÙÖÓɀÚɯÚÛÈÛÌɯÖÍɯÔÐÕËȭ 

Ɂ/ÓÌÈÚÌɯÎÖɯÈÞÈàȮɂɯ"ÈÙÖÓɯÚÈÐËȭ 

Kimi remembered that Carol had 

ÛÖÜÊÏÌËɯÛÏÌɯÙÖÊÒɯÛÖÈÚÛÌÙɀÚɯÊÖÕÛÙÖÓÚɯÉÌÍÖÙÌɯÚÏÌɯ

had a chance to scan for traces.  Perhaps she 

had been attempting to cover her tracks from 

ÈÕɯÌÈÙÓÐÌÙɯÛÐÔÌȭɯɯ2ÏÌɯÈÚÒÌËɯÉÓÜÕÛÓàȮɯɁ"ÈÙÖÓȮɯËÐËɯ
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àÖÜɯ×ÖÐÕÛɯÛÏÌɯ!ÜÏÕÌɀÚɯ"ÖÓÜÔÕɯÈÛɯÛÏÌɯÚÛÈËÐÜÔɯ

ÛÖËÈàȳɂ 

Ɂ&Öɯ ÈÞÈàȮɂɯ "ÈÙol repeated, scooting 

down the edge of the fence, searching for 

some way to escape. 

After having experienced the effects of a 

BuhneɀÚɯ"ÖÓÜÔÕɯÏÌÙÚÌÓÍȮɯÈÚɯÞÌÓÓɯÈÚɯÏÌÙɯàÌÈÙÚɯ

of dealing with the alcohol - and drug - 

ÐÔ×ÈÐÙÌËȮɯ*ÐÔÐɯËÌÊÐËÌËɯÛÏÈÛɯ"ÈÙÖÓɀÚɯÈÊÛÐÖÕÚɯ

and words were those of someone too 

coherent to be under the influence of an 

invisible beam.  Moving a few steps closer to 

her suspecÛȮɯÚÏÌɯËÌÊÓÈÙÌËȮɯɁ8ÖÜɯÞÌÙÌɯÈÞÈÙÌɯ

that that machine could kill somebody.  Why 

ËÐËɯàÖÜɯËÖɯÐÛȳɂ 

Carol climbed to the top of the fence.  

Ɂ-Öȭɯɯ/ÓÌÈÚÌȭɯɯ(ɯÊÈÕɀÛȭɂ 

Realizing what was happening, Kimi 

called for a jumper rescue.  Fighting an 

intense urge to stop being a cop and talk this 

ÞÖÔÈÕɯËÖÞÕȮɯ*ÐÔÐɯÈÚÒÌËȮɯɁ#ÐËɯàÖÜɯÖÙɯËÐËÕɀÛɯ

you point the rock toaster at Poppy Frainey?  

(ɀÝÌɯÎÖÛɯÛÏÌɯÚÊÈÕÚɯÍÙÖÔɯÈɯÍÌÞɯÔÐÕÜÛÌÚɯÈÎÖȭɯɯ

3ÏÌàɀÓÓɯÛÌÓÓɯÔÌɯÌÝÌÕɯÐÍɯàÖÜɯËÖÕɀÛȭɂ 
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The distraught mining tech  peered 

down the ledge at the atrium  roof fifty -eight 

ÍÓÖÖÙÚɯÉÌÕÌÈÛÏɯÏÌÙȭɯɯɁ/ÓÌÈÚÌȮɯÕÖȭɯɯ8ÖÜɯÏÈÝÌɯÛÖɯ

ÜÕËÌÙÚÛÈÕËɯ(ɯÞÈÚɯÉÌÐÕÎɯÉÓÈÊÒÔÈÐÓÌËȵɂ 

Ɂ!ÓÈÊÒÔÈÐÓÌËȳɯɯ6ÏÖɯÞÈÚɯÉÓÈÊÒÔÈÐÓÐÕÎɯ

àÖÜȳɯɯ6ÈÚɯÐÛɯ2ÈÙÈÛɯ*È×ÖÖÙȳɂ 

"ÈÙÖÓɯ ÖÕÓàɯ ÙÌÚ×ÖÕËÌËȮɯ Ɂ(ɯ ÓÖÝÌɯ Ôàɯ

ÍÈÔÐÓàȭɂ 

Ɂ6ÏÈÛɯÈÉÖÜÛɯàÖÜÙɯÍÈÔÐÓàȳɯɯ6ÏÈÛɯËÐËɯÏÌɯ

ÚÈàɯÏÌɀËɯËo?  Please tell me and get down here 

now!ɂ 

Kimi could hear the status updates of 

what was happening on the ground.  Police 

ÈÕËɯ ÚÌÊÜÙÐÛàɯ ÏÈËɯ ×ÜÓÓÌËɯ ÖÜÛɯ ÛÏÌɯ ÉÜÐÓËÐÕÎɀÚɯ

slime spider, which was a huge, fireproof, 

stretchable pouch meant to assist in rescuing 

fire victims and suicidals from tall structures.  

Its massive array of small feet, covered with 

orange adhesive goo, could cling to any 

smooth metal or glass surface and move up 

heights far in excess of any ground-based 

ladder.  The slime spider was beginning its 

ascent directly beneath Carol. 
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Ɂ(ɯ ÊÈÕɀÛȵɂɯ "ÈÙÖÓɯ ÊÙÐÌËɯ ÈÚɯ ÚÏÌɯ ÛÌÌÛÌÙÌËȮɯ

gripping the simulated wrought iron fence.  

Ɂ6ÏÈÛɯËÐËɯ*È×ÖÖÙɯÚÈàɯÏÌɀËɯËÖȳɂɯ*ÐÔÐɯ

ËÌÔÈÕËÌËɯ ÛÖɯ ÒÕÖÞȭɯ ɯ Ɂ6Ìɯ ÏÈÝÌɯ ÏÐÔɯ ÐÕɯ

ÊÜÚÛÖËàɯÙÐÎÏÛɯÕÖÞȭɯɯ'ÌɯÊÈÕɀÛɯÏÜÙÛɯàÖÜȭɯɯ2ÛÈàɯ

ÙÐÎÏÛɯÛÏÌÙÌɯÈÕËɯ(ɀÓÓɯÊÖÔÌɯÈÕËɯÎÌÛɯàÖÜȭɂɯɯ*ÐÔÐɯ

delicately inched closer to Carol. 

Still gripping the fence, Carol hoisted 

her outside leg around her body.  This caused 

her to lose her center of gravity, and her body 

began to slip over the outer side of the fence.  

In the process, she somehow let go.  Though 

Kimi ran as fast as she could to the fence, she 

was not fast enough to rescue Carol or stop 

her from her striking her head on the corner 

of the solid steel edge of the building on her 

way down, down, down.  

The bars were too close together on the 

fence for Kimi to poke her head through, but 

ÚÏÌɯ ÏÌÈÙËɯ ÛÏÌɯ Ɂ×ÏÞÜÔ×Ȯɯ ÊÓÈ×ɂɯ ÈÚɯ "ÈÙÖÓɯ

ÓÈÕËÌËɯÐÕÚÐËÌɯÛÏÌɯÚ×ÐËÌÙɀÚɯ×ÖÜÊÏɯÈÕËɯÐÛɯÊÓÖÚÌËɯ

automatically around her like a gigantic 

Venus flytrap.  
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Matsumoto approached Kimiȭɯ ɯ Ɂ2ÏÌɯ

dropped this oÝÌÙɯ ÛÏÌÙÌȮɂɯ ÏÌɯ ÚÈÐËɯ ÈÚɯ ÏÌɯ

handed Kimi her weapon, still deactivated.  

Both officers rushed to the elevator.  Kimi 

barely had time to check on Jack, who was 

being taken to an ambulance. 

At the base of the building, the spider 

was already on the ground.  As the sack 

opened, Kimi cautiously readied her weapon; 

regardless of her condition, Carol Burr was 

still under arrest.  However, even in the three 

minutes before emergency medical workers 

arrived, Kimi discerned easily that no arrest 

would be necessary.  Even though the spider 

had caught Carol, it had obviously been too 

far beneath her to break her momentum.  

%ÙÖÔɯ "ÈÙÖÓɀÚɯ ÐÕÑÜÙÐÌÚȮɯ ÐÛɯ È××ÌÈÙÌËɯ ÛÏÈÛɯ ÏÌÙɯ

death was more due to full body trauma than 

head injury.  

When the crowd dispersed and they 

transported CarolɀÚɯ ÉÖËàɯ ÈÞÈàȮɯ *ÐÔÐɯ

dismissed Matsumoto.  She preferred to take 

public transportation to the hospital to meet 

Jack.  She needed some time alone on the 
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motor carriage to reflect and shed a few tears 

before she had to be the tough cop and 

supportive best frie nd.  
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12.  
 

Monday, October 12 

Grabbing the Shadow  

 

Seven people sat in imitation leather 

chairs scattered casually around a cozy room 

featuring a rock garden, several hand-woven 

rugs, and a gigantic digital display on one 

wall configured to depict a lush rain forest.  

The greet room within Grant Valley Medical 

Designs was meant to convey the comfort and 

friendliness of a luxurious family cabin.  

Vince Patrice, President of the Board, desired 

this for all his guests, but friendliness was 

especially important for the guest currently 

entering the room from the more businesslike 

lobby.  Sarat Kapoor issued greetings to the 
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seven board members present before he took 

a seat next to Patrice. 

Ɂ6ÌɀÙÌɯ ËÌÓÐÎÏÛÌËɯ ÛÖɯ ÏÈÝÌɯ àÖÜɯ ÊÖÔÌɯ

ÏÌÙÌȮɯ,Ùȭɯ*È×ÖÖÙȮɂɯ/ÈÛÙÐÊÌɯÚÈÐËȭ  Ɂ6ÌɯÒÕÖÞɯ

ÐÛɀÚɯ ÏÐÎÏÓàɯ ÜÕÜÚÜÈÓɯ ÛÖɯ ÊÖÔ×ÓÌÛÌɯ ÉÜÚÐÕÌÚÚɯ

contracts in person these days, but I was able 

ÛÖɯÈÚÚÌÔÉÓÌɯÈÓÓɯÖÍɯÜÚȭɂ 

Ɂ"ÌÙÛÈÐÕÓàȮɯ (ɯ ÜÕËÌÙÚÛÈÕËȮɂɯ *È×ÖÖÙɯ

replied with a bland smile.  He scanned the 

room partially to take in its décor, but also to 

make eye contact with each party.  He noticed 

one person he did not recognize from his 

previous interactions with Grant Valley: a 

boisterous-looking middle -aged fellow 

sporting a large moustache.  This man nodded 

in return.  

Ɂ(ɀËɯ ÓÐÒÌ àÖÜɯ ÛÖɯ ÔÌÌÛɯ )ÈÔÌÚɯ %ÙÖÚÛÐÌȮɂɯ

Patrice motioned at the unfamiliar man.  

Ɂ'ÌɀÚɯÖÜÙɯÕÌÞÌÚÛɯÉÖÈÙËɯÔÌÔÉÌÙȭɂ 

Kapoor ÕÖËËÌËɯÈÛɯÛÏÌɯÔÈÕɀÚȭɯɯɁ.ÏȮɯàÌÚȮɯ

I heard that you had to conduct an emergency 

ÌÓÌÊÛÐÖÕɯÛÖɯÙÌ×ÓÈÊÌɯÖÕÌɯÖÍɯàÖÜÙÚɯÞÏÖȱɂ 
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Ɂȱ×ÈÚÚÌËɯ ÈÞÈàȮɂɯ /ÈÛÙÐÊÌɯ ÍÐÕÐÚÏÌËȭɯɯ

Ɂ8ÌÚȭɯ ɯ 4ÕÍÖÙÛÜÕÈÛÌÓàȮɯ %Ìà Robins and her 

ÏÜÚÉÈÕËɯËÐÌËɯÐÕɯÛÏÌÐÙɯÏÖÔÌɯÈɯÍÌÞɯÞÌÌÒÚɯÈÎÖȭɂ 

Ɂ,àɯ ÊÖÕËÖÓÌÕÊÌÚȮɂɯ *È×ÖÖÙɯ ÚÈÐËȭɯ ɯ Ɂ(ɯ

Ú×ÖÒÌɯÞÐÛÏɯÏÌÙɯÖÕɯÖÊÊÈÚÐÖÕȭɯɯ(ÛɀÚɯÛÙÈÎÐÊɯÛÖɯÚÌÌɯ

her go.  Good to meet you, though, Mr. 

%ÙÖÚÛÐÌȭɂ 

Ɂ2ÏÌɯ ÞÈÚɯ Èɯ ÎÖÖËɯ ÍÙÐÌÕËɯ ÈÕËɯ Èɯ

ÊÖÕÚÊÐÌÕÛÐÖÜÚɯÉÜÚÐÕÌÚÚÞÖÔÈÕȮɂɯ/ÈÛÙice said.  

Ɂ'ÖÞÌÝÌÙȮɯ ÚÏÌɯ ÞÈÚɯ ÈÓÚÖɯ Èɯ ËÐÚÚÌÕÛÐÕÎɯ ÝÖÛÌɯ

ÈÎÈÐÕÚÛɯÛÖËÈàɀÚɯÝÌÙàɯÊÙÜÊÐÈÓɯÚÈÓÌȭɯɯ6ÐÛÏɯÏÌÙȮɯ

our vote was 3-4 against our desperately 

needed sale to you.  With James Frostie in our 

corner, our vote was 4-ƗɯÐÕɯÍÈÝÖÙȭɂ 

Ɂ(ɯÏÈËÕɀÛɯÛÏÖÜÎÏÛɯÖÍɯÐÛɯÓÐÒÌɯÛÏÈÛȮɂɯ*È×ÖÖÙɯ

remarked as he straightened his hand-tailored 

ÚÜÐÛȭɯ ɯ Ɂ8ÌÚȮɯ ÍÈÛÌɯ ÞÖÙÒÚɯ ÖÜÛɯ ÚÛÙÈÕÎÌÓàɯ

ÚÖÔÌÛÐÔÌÚȭɂ 

The group spent a few more minutes 

exchanging pleasantries and breaking the ice 

before it was time for business.  Speaking to 

ÛÏÌɯÎÙÖÜ×Ȯɯ*È×ÖÖÙɯÚÈÐËȮɯɁGrant Valley is such 

a unique company, and I cannot seem to make 

the same things happen in my business as you 



Shadow of Turning 
 

- 120 -  

have done here.  It would be my pleasure to 

take you all under my wings.  I trust you have 

ÈɯËÖÊÜÔÌÕÛɯÍÖÙɯÔÌȳɂ 

Ɂ6ÌɯËÖȮɂɯ/ÈÛÙÐÊÌɯÈÊÒÕÖÞÓÌËÎÌËɯÈÚɯÏÌ 

ÛÙÈÕÚÍÌÙÙÌËɯÈɯËÖÊÜÔÌÕÛɯÛÖɯ*È×ÖÖÙɀÚɯ#-vice. 

 ɯËÐÎÐÛÈÓɯ×ÌÙÚÖÕÈÓÐÛàɯÖÕɯ*È×ÖÖÙɀÚɯ#-vice 

informed him that the contract was exactly 

identical to the one he had been allowed to 

review over the past week.  He, in turn, 

transferred his side of the contract over to the 

board members for their final review.  

Ɂ ÙÌɯÛÏÌÙÌɯÈÕàɯÔÖÛÐÖÕÚɯÍÖÙɯÓÈÚÛ-minute 

ËÐÚÊÜÚÚÐÖÕȳɂɯ/ÈÛÙÐÊÌɯÈÚÒÌËɯÏÐÚɯÉÖÈÙËȭɯɯ ÍÛÌÙɯÈɯ

round of nays, he directed them to validate 

the contract, which they all did by placing 

their fingers on their D -ÝÐÊÌÚɀɯÍÐÕÎÌÙ scanner.  

There was no need for more, as each member 

had thoroughly reviewed the cont ract 

beforehand. 

Kapoor validated his side of the contract 

with a ceremonial wave of his wrist before the 

final finger ID.  After three more minutes of 

third -party legal validation via D -vice, a 

congratulatory letter was sent to each of the 



Jeromie Carr & James Dunn 
 

- 121 - 

participants and the sale of Grant Valley 

,ÌËÐÊÈÓɯ #ÌÚÐÎÕÚɯ ÛÖɯ 2ÈÙÈÛɯ *È×ÖÖÙɀÚɯ ÔÈÚÛÌÙɯ

company was complete. 

As Kapoor was commending the board 

members on their inclusion into his family, 

the man with the moustache rose, standing in 

front of the main door.  He said to Kapoor, 

Ɂ3ÏÐÚɯÖÊÊÈÚÐÖÕɯÞÖÜÓËÕɀÛɯÉÌɯÊÖÔ×ÓÌÛÌɯÜÕÛÐÓɯÞÌɯ

ÐÕÊÓÜËÌɯÛÞÖɯÔÖÙÌɯÎÜÌÚÛÚȭɂɯɯ ÛɯÏÐÚɯÞÖÙËÚȮɯÛÏÌɯ

rest of the board became silent, almost 

ÚÖÔÉÌÙȭɯɯɁ8ÖÜɯÔÈàɯÊÖÔÌɯÐÕȮ O exalted oÕÌÚȵɂ 

The back door opened.  Kapoor clutched 

the sides of his chair in complete shock as Jack 

Tate and Fey Robins entered. 

*È×ÖÖÙɯÚÈÐËɯÛÖɯ/ÈÛÙÐÊÌȮɯɁ8ÖÜɯÛÖÓËɯÔÌɯÚÏÌɯ

ÞÈÚɯËÌÈËȭɂɯɯ/ÈÛÙÐÊÌɯÚÈÐËɯÕÖÛÏÐÕÎȭ 

After a quick exchange of glimpses with 

Fey, Jack declaredȮɯ Ɂ2ÈÙÈÛɯ *È×ÖÖÙȮɯ àÖÜɯ ÈÙÌɯ

under arrest for the murder of Rundel Robins, 

conspiracy to commit murder against Law 

Officer Kimi Arimuro, conspiracy to commit 

murder against Fey Robins, conspiracy to 

commit murder against Anthony Garza, 

conspiracy to commit mur der against the 
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1ÖÉÐÕÚɀɯ ÊÏÐÓËÙÌÕȮɯ #ÖÕÖÝÈÕɯ ÈÕËɯ +ÜÊÐÈȮɯ

blackmail leading to the commission of a 

felony against Carol Burr, and two counts of 

the deployment of a device of terrorism.  The 

ÍÌËÚɯÞÐÓÓɯ×ÙÖÉÈÉÓàɯÈËËɯÖÕÛÖɯÛÏÈÛɯÓÈÚÛɯÖÕÌȭɂ 

Ɂ(Ô×ÖÚÚÐÉÓÌȵɂɯ*È×ÖÖÙɯÎÙÖÞÓÌd. 

Ɂ&ÐÝÌɯÐÛɯÜ×Ȯɂɯ)ÈÊÒɯÙÌ×ÓÐÌËȭɯɯɁ(ɯÏÈËɯÛÖɯÎÖɯ

to the hospital recently, and it not so 

coincidentally happened that I met your 

girlfriend in the emergency ward.  She told 

ÔÌɯÛÏÈÛɯÚÏÌɯËÐËÕɀÛɯÈ××ÙÌÊÐÈÛÌɯàÖÜÙɯÜÚÐÕÎɯÏÌÙɯ

as an accessory, and she confirmed that on 

both occasions in question, she appeared at 

ÛÏÌɯ1ÖÉÐÕÚɀɯÏÖÜÚÌɯÖÕɯàÖÜÙɯÉÌÏÌÚÛȭɯɯ3ÏÈÛɯÞÈÚɯ

the vital link we need ed ÛÖɯ×ÙÖÚÌÊÜÛÌɯàÖÜȭɂ 

Ɂ8ÖÜɯÞÌÙÌɯÜÕËÌÙɯÖÙËÌÙÚɯÕÖÛɯÛÖɯÚ×ÌÈÒɯÛÖɯ

ÏÌÙɯÞÐÛÏÖÜÛɯÏÌÙɯÓÈÞàÌÙȵɂɯ*È×ÖÖÙɯ×ÙÖÛÌÚÛÌËȭ 

Ɂ.ÏȮɯ ÏÌÙɯ ÓÈÞàÌÙɯ ÞÈÚɯ ÛÏÌÙÌȮɂɯ )ÈÊÒɯ

nodded.  Ɂ2ÏÌɯÎÖÛɯÏÌÙɯÖÞÕɯÓÈÞàÌÙȮɯÖÕÌɯÞÏÖɯ

would look after her own interests instead of 

àÖÜÙÚȭɂ 

After quickly glancing around the room, 

Kapoor shot up from his chair, bolting for the 

main door.  To his surprise, the man he knew 
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as Mr. Frostie clotheslined him across the 

neck, clutched his upper body, and threw him 

to the ground without mercy.  Jack hurried to 

the commotion, rolling Kapoor around to 

apply handcuffs behind his back.  To Mr. 

%ÙÖÚÛÐÌȮɯ )ÈÊÒɯ ÚÈÐËȮɯ Ɂ3ÏÈÕÒɯ àÖÜȮɯ #ÌÛÌÊÛÐÝÌɯ

#ÌÓÈÕÊÐÌȭɯɯ(ÛɯÞÖÜÓËɀÝÌɯÉÌÌÕɯÛÖÖɯÚÜÚpicious if 

ÛÏÌÙÌɯÏÈËÕɀÛɯÉÌÌÕɯÈɯÚÌÝÌÕÛÏɯÉÖÈÙËɯÔÌÔÉÌÙȭɂ 

Grinning from cheek to cheek, Art 

#ÌÓÈÕÊÐÌɯÙÌ×ÓÐÌËȮɯɁ ÕàɯÛÐÔÌȭɯɯ(ÛɯÞÈÚɯÍÜÕȮɯÉÜÛɯ

when you asked me to do a few minutes of 

undercover work, I thought you meant do 

ÚÖÔÌɯÞÖÙÒɯÜÕËÌÙɯÛÏÌɯÊÖÝÌÙÚȭɯɯ'ÈÙɯÏÈÙȵɂ 

Ɂ2ÖɯÛÏÌɯÞÏÖÓÌɯÛÏÐÕÎɯÞÈÚɯÍÈÒÌȳɂɯ*È×ÖÖÙɯ

ÈÚÒÌËɯÈÚɯ#ÌÓÈÕÊÐÌɯ×ÜÓÓÌËɯÏÐÔɯÛÖɯÏÐÚɯÍÌÌÛȭɯɯɁ3ÏÌɯ

ÚÈÓÌȳɂ 

Ɂ3ÏÌɯÚÈÓÌɯÞÈÚɯ×ÓÌÕÛàɯÙÌÈÓȵɂɯ%ÌàɯÉÓÜÙÛÌËɯ

out from across the room, Ɂ"ÏÈÕÎÐÕÎɯÔàɯÝÖÛÌɯ

to yes was a small price to pay for playing a 

part in your ruin.  Business will g o on without 

àÖÜȭɯɯ6ÌɀÓÓɯÚ×ÌÕËɯÈÓÓɯàÖÜÙɯÔÖÕÌàɯÚÈÝÐÕÎɯÓÐÝÌÚɯ

with our products while you crawl around in 

àÖÜÙɯÊÖÕÊÙÌÛÌɯÔÈáÌɯÓÐÒÌɯÈɯÛÙÈ××ÌËɯÙÈÛȵɂ 
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)ÈÊÒɯÚÛÌ××ÌËɯÐÕȭɯɯɁ(ɯÛÏÐÕÒɯÛÏÈÛɀÚɯÈÓÓɯÛÏÌɯ

excitement our trapped rat can handle for one 

ËÈàȭɂɯɯ'ÌɯÈÕËɯ#ÌÓÈÕÊÐÌɯÓÌd Kapoor out of the 

building into a police vehicle.  Kimi was there, 

waiting for them, having monitored the whole 

affair.  She told the driver to return to the 

district station without her because she would 

be spending the rest of the day with Jack and 

Art  on some well deserved time off. 

Ɂ3ÏÈÛɯÞÌÕÛɯÚÜÙ×ÙÐÚÐÕÎÓàɯÚÔÖÖÛÏȮɂɯ)ÈÊÒɯ

ÚÈÐËɯÈÚɯÏÌɯÈÕËɯ ÙÛɯÔÌÛɯÜ×ɯÞÐÛÏɯ*ÐÔÐȭɯɯɁ(ɯÛÏÐÕÒɯ

ÐÛɀÚɯÛÐÔÌɯÛÖɯÔÈÒÌɯÎÖÖËɯÖÕɯÔàɯ×ÙÖÔÐÚÌȭɯɯ+ÌÛɀÚɯ

ÈÓÓɯ ÎÖɯ ÛÖɯ 'ÖÎÈÕɀÚɯ 6ÐÕÌɯ Ƕɯ #ÐÕÌɯ ÍÖÙɯ ÚÖÔÌɯ

ÍÖÕËÜÌɯÈÕËɯËÙÐÕÒÚȭɂ 

Ɂ(ɯ ÛÏÖÜÎÏÛɯ àÖÜɀËɯ ÕÌÝÌÙɯ ÈÚÒȮɂɯ *ÐÔÐɯ

ÙÌ×ÓÐÌËȭɯ ɯ Ɂ,àɯ ÏÜÚÉÈÕËɯ ÊÈÕɯ ÏÈÝÌɯ Èɯ ÎÜàɯ

ÌÝÌÕÐÕÎɯÞÐÛÏɯÖÜÙɯÚÖÕɯÞÐÛÏÖÜÛɯÔÌȭɂɯɯ3ÏÌɯÛÏÙÌÌɯ

began strolling down the sidewalk toward the 

motor carriage stop that would take them to 

the restaurant. 

Ɂ'ÖÞɀÚɯàÖÜÙɯÙÌÊÖÝÌÙàɯÊÖÔÐÕÎɯÈÓÖÕÎȮɂɯ

Jack asked Kimi. 

Ɂ(ɀÔɯ ÚÛÐÓÓɯ ÚÊÈÙÌd to sleep at night 

ÉÌÊÈÜÚÌɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯÕÐÎÏÛÔÈÙÌÚɯ(ɀÝÌɯÉÌÌÕɯÏÈÝÐÕÎɯ
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since I got hit with the rock toaster.  Other 

than that, I feel fine and my brain scans are 

normal.  The big question is how àÖÜɀÙÌ 

recovering.  You got hit a lot worse than I 

ËÐËȭɂ 

Ɂ,Ìȳɯɯ(ɯÚÛÐÓÓɯÎÌÛɯÏÌÈËÈÊÏÌÚȮɯÈÕËɯ(ɀÓÓɯÉÌɯÖÕɯ

a psychotropic regimen for quite a while.  I 

ÊÈÕɀÛɯÒÌÌ×ɯÔàɯÎÜÕɯÉàɯÔàɯÉÌËɯÉÌÊÈÜÚÌɯÛÏÌɯ

ËÖÊÛÖÙɀÚɯ ÈÍÙÈÐËɯ (ɀÓÓɯ ÏÈÓÓÜÊÐÕÈÛÌɯ ÈÕËɯ ÚÏÖÖÛɯ

ÚÖÔÌÖÕÌȭɂ 

 ÙÛɯÊÏÐÔÌËɯÐÕȭɯɯɁ2ÖÜÕËÚɯÓÐÒÌɯ(ɯÔÐÚÚÌËɯÈɯ

lot of excitement.  You guys are lucky to be 

ÈÓÐÝÌȭɂ 

*ÐÔÐɯÚÈÐËȮɯɁ(ɯÚÛÐÓÓɯÊÈÕɀÛɯÉÌÓÐÌÝÌɯ(ɯÓÌÛɯ"ÈÙÖÓɯ

!ÜÙÙɯÛÈÒÌɯÊÖÕÛÙÖÓɯÖÍɯÔàɯÎÜÕȭɂ 

Ɂ(ɯ ÚÛÐÓÓɯ ÊÈÕɀÛɯ ÉÌÓÐÌÝÌɯ ÛÏÈÛɯ àÖÜÙɯ ÎÜÕɀÚɯ

ÕÈÔÌɯÐÚɯ!ÈÙÕÌàȮɂɯ)ÈÊÒɯÑÖÒÌËȭɯɯɁ(ɯÕÌÝÌÙɯÍÖÜÕËɯ

out what happened with that whole blackmail 

ÈÕÎÓÌȭɂ 

Ɂ.ÏȮɯ ÛÏÈÛȮɂɯ *ÐÔÐɯ ÚÈÐËȭɯ ɯ Ɂ2ÐÕÊÌɯ ÚÏÌɀÚ 

dead, DDI let me look a little deeper into her 

digital  records.  From what I can piece 

together, Kapoor found out about the rock 

ÛÖÈÚÛÌÙɯÈÕËɯÐÛÚɯÈÉÐÓÐÛàɯÛÖɯËÌÚÛÙÖàɯÚÖÔÌÖÕÌɀÚɯ
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brain.  He had to find someone at 

HalmanAbramsSatalini whom he could 

manipulate i nto aiding him.  He did some 

digging and found that Burr was involved in 

some sex slave trafficking some years ago, so 

Kapoor blackmailed her into aiming the 

ËÌÝÐÊÌɯÞÏÌÙÌɯÏÌɯÞÈÕÛÌËȭɂ 

 ÙÛɯÈÚÒÌËȮɯɁ ÕËɯàÖÜɯÚÈàɯÛÏÈÛɯàÖÜɯÛÏÐÕÒɯ

ÏÌɯÛÙÐÊÒÌËɯ/Ö××àɯ%ÙÈÐÕÌàȳɂ 

Kimi ex×ÓÈÐÕÌËȭɯɯɁ6ÏÌÕɯ(ɯÐÕÛÌÙÝÐÌÞÌËɯ

her, she swore up and down that he told her 

to spy on Fey Robins because she was a rival 

who was partnering with organized crime to 

take him down.  She claims she never knew 

*È×ÖÖÙɯÏÈËɯÈÕàɯÔÈÓÐÊÐÖÜÚɯÐÕÛÌÕÛȭɂ 

Ɂ3ÏÈÛɯÙÌÔÐÕËÚɯÔÌɯÖf a call I promised to 

ÔÈÒÌɯÖÕÊÌɯ*È×ÖÖÙɯÎÖÛɯÊÜÍÍÌËɯÜ×ȭɂɯ)ÈÊÒɯÚÈÐËȭɯɯ

/Ö××àɀÚɯÍÈÊÌɯÈ××ÌÈÙÌËɯÖÕɯÏÐÚɯ#-ÝÐÊÌȭɯɯɁSarat 

ÏÈÚɯÉÌÌÕɯÈÙÙÌÚÛÌËȮɂɯÏÌɯÛÖÓËɯÏÌÙȭ 

Ɂ3ÏÈÕÒɯ &ÖËȮɂɯ ÚÏÌɯ ÚÐÎÏÌËȭɯ ɯ Ɂ(Úɯ ,ÙÚȭɯ

1ÖÉÐÕÚɯÖÒÈàȳɂ 

Ɂ2ÏÌɀÚɯ ÑÜÚÛɯ ÍÐÕÌȭɯ ɯ 'ÖÞɯ ËÐËɯ ÛÏÐÕÎÚɯ ÎÖɯ

between you and the Head "ÖÈÊÏȳɂ 
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Ɂ6ÌÓÓȮɯ(ɀÔɯÖÕɯ×ÈÐËɯÏÐÈÛÜÚɯÜÕÛÐÓɯÈÍÛÌÙɯ(ɀÔɯ

medically cleared, so that might be the rest of 

ÛÏÌɯÚÌÈÚÖÕȭɂ 

Ɂ(ɯ ÜÕËÌÙÚÛÈÕËɯ ÛÏÈÛȮɂɯ )ÈÊÒɯ ÚÈÐËȭɯ Ɂ8ÖÜɯ

know, I never got a chance to talk to you 

about your experiences when you were under 

the spell of the column.  What was it like for 

àÖÜȳɂ 

Ɂ(ɯÑÜÚÛɯÍÌÓÛɯÚÐÊÒɯÈÕËɯËÐááàɯÈÕËɯ(ɯÚÛÈÙÛÌËɯÛÖɯ

ÉÓÈÊÒɯÖÜÛȮɂɯ/Ö××àɯÌß×ÓÈÐÕÌËȭɯɯɁ%ÖÙɯÈɯÞÏÐÓÌȮɯ(ɯ

thought I was dying, but then, I saw my 

grandmother come for me, and I knew 

ÌÝÌÙàÛÏÐÕÎɯÞÈÚɯÖÒÈàȭɂ 

Ɂ.ÒÈàɯÉÌÊÈÜÚÌɯàÖÜÙɯÎÙÈÕËÔÖÛÏÌÙɯÞÈÚɯ

there to comfort you on your journey to the 

ÖÛÏÌÙɯÚÐËÌȳɂ 

Ɂ-ÖȮɂɯÚÏÌɯÊÏÜÊÒÓÌËȭɯɯɁ,àɯÎÙÈÕËÔÖÛÏÌÙɯ

is still alive and I visit her regularly.  Th ÈÛɀÚɯ

ÏÖÞɯ(ɯÒÕÌÞɯ(ɯÞÈÚÕɀÛɯÙÌÈÓÓàɯËàÐÕÎȭɂ 

Ɂ8ÖÜɀÙÌɯ×ÙÌÛÛàɯÚÔÈÙÛȮɯÍÖÙɯÈɯÑÖÊÒȮɂɯ)ÈÊÒɯ

ÚÈÐËȭɯɯɁ(ɯÎÜÌÚÚɯ(ɀÓÓɯÉÌɯÚÌÌÐÕÎɯàÖÜɯÛÏÌ day of 

àÖÜÙɯÉÖàÍÙÐÌÕËɀÚɯÛÙÐÈÓȭɯɯ(ɯÈÚÚÜÔÌɯÛÏÌàɀÓÓɯÞÈÕÛɯ

me there as the arresting officer and as a 

ÔÈÛÌÙÐÈÓɯÞÐÛÕÌÚÚȭɂ 



Shadow of Turning 
 

- 128 -  

Ɂ$ß-ÉÖàÍÙÐÌÕËȮɂɯÚÏÌɯÞÐÕÒÌËɯÈÕËɯÚÐÎÕÌËɯ

off. 

The three detectives stood on the street 

corner for anther few minutes waiting for 

their motor c arriage to arrive.  A young man 

in a business suit started to cross the street at 

the pedestrian zone.  Suddenly, the motor 

carriage arrived down the next cross street.  

As it turned the corner, it came within half a 

meter of striking the young man.  The d river 

immediately stopped and the young man 

began shouting at him. 

Ɂ'ÖÓËɯÖÕȮɂɯ)ÈÊÒɯÚÈÐËȮɯ×Ö××ÐÕÎɯÖÝÌÙɯÛÖɯ

the location of the incident.  Jack recorded the 

ËÙÐÝÌÙɀÚɯÖ×ÌÙÈÛÖÙɯÕÜÔÉÌÙɯÖÕɯÏÐÚɯ#-vice and let 

the motor carriage continue to the stop. 

Ɂ#ÖɯÈÓl Denverites ËÙÐÝÌɯÓÐÒÌɯÛÏÈÛȳɂɯÛÏÌɯ

young man fumed . 

Ɂ-ÖȮɂɯ)ÈÊÒɯÚÈÐËȮɯɁ.ÕÓàɯÈÉÖÜÛɯƗƜȭƛǔɯÖÍɯ

ÛÏÌÔȭɯɯ ÙÌɯàÖÜɯÝÐÚÐÛÐÕÎɯÛÖÞÕȳɂ 

Ɂ(ɯÑÜÚÛɯÙÌÓÖÊÈÛÌËɯÏÌÙÌɯÖÕɯ2ÈÛÜÙËÈàɯÍÙÖÔɯ

ÓÐÝÐÕÎɯ ÐÕɯ $ÈÚÛÌÙÕɯ $ÜÙÖ×ÌȮɂɯ ÛÏÌɯ àÖÜÕÎɯ ÔÈÕɯ

ÚÈÐËȭɯɯɁ ÙÌɯàÖÜɯÈɯÊÖ×ȳɂ 
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Ɂ8ÌÈÏȮɂɯ )ÈÊÒɯ ÚÈÐËȭɯ ɯ Ɂ,àɯ ÕÈÔÌɀÚɯ )ÈÊÒɯ

TaÛÌȮɯ#ÌÕÝÌÙɯ/ÖÓÐÊÌɯ5ÐÖÓÌÕÛɯ"ÙÐÔÌÚɯ#ÐÝÐÚÐÖÕȭɂ 

Ɂ-ÐÊÌɯÛÖɯÔÌÌÛɯàÖÜȭɂɯɯ3ÏÌɯàÖÜÕÎɯÔÈÕɯ

ÌßÛÌÕËÌËɯÏÐÚɯÏÈÕËȭɯɯɁ,àɯÕÈÔÌɀÚɯ!ÈÙÛȭɯɯ!ÈÙÛɯ

Wolfield.  Thanks for checking on the 

ÚÐÛÜÈÛÐÖÕɯÍÖÙɯÔÌȭɯɯ(ɯÖÞÌɯàÖÜɯÖÕÌȭɂ 

Ɂ-Öɯ ×ÈàÉÈÊÒɯ ÕÌÊÌÚÚÈÙàȮɂɯ )ÈÊÒɯ ÚÈÐËȮɯ

turning around to join his  work pals.  Before 

he reached the motor carriage, now waiting 

quite cordially for him, the sound of 

thundering footsteps and an eerie green glow 

from behind startled him.  Spinning around, 

he saw, only for a fraction of a second, his 

menacing, bull -faced adversary standing next 

to Mr. Wolfield, as if it was waiting for 

Wolfield to give it the command to attack. 

Jack shook off the vision, knowing that 

it was only the influence of the shadow.  His 

medication would soon heal him of the 

delusions that could on ly interfere with his 

destiny. 


