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1.

Monday, September 14
The Shadow Strikes
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guietly to his partner, Kimi Arimuro, as he surveyed the master bedroom
of the Robins house. The fine sheets on the oak bed were rumpled. Bottles
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crystal lamp was toppled on the floor in the corner. Curled on the floor
between the bed and a window was the main attraction: the body of
1U00ET Ow?2#1 02 w1 OEPOUB ww3Ow) EEOCOwW1 OEPOU wI
of perhaps fifty with dark skin and silvering temples. The left side of his
face bore two bruises and a deep laceration. An anguished wince was
frozen on his face. His teeth were clenched and his hands had barely
released his head from their grip.
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repeated as he reviewed the text and audio briefs on his handheld digital
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central, global network.
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Jack scoffed. Being a detective allowed him to exercise his problem
solving skills and become involved in the situation in a way that he had not
been able to do in his earlier years as a journalist. He left the technical
aspects of criO1 wUET Ol wbOYI UUPT EUPOOwWUOwWI PUwx EU
OUOUDUEEOwWOOPG »

Kimi retrieved a flat multiscanning wand from its carrying case.
Methodically, she skimmed the wand a few centimeters above the various
surfaces and furniture in the room. The electronic wand collected
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extensive data about the materials and substances that passed beneath it,
effectively creating a forensic snapshot of the scene, forever preserving it
for the investigation. As she scanned the crime scene, a voice from the
wand would occasionally tell her to back up or re-scan an area or slow
down.
Glancing again around the room, Jack asked, ? # O1 U O zoonudork ® U w
of remind you of that movie where Kesha Arnold and Chris Uruba were
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her eyes off her work. ?Except this room has more tan init,and UT 1 Ul z UwO(
alligatoro 2
Jack preferred not to wait the half hour that it would take for Kimi to
finish her scan,sohl wP EOQOE| Ul EWEOPOUUEPUUWUOwWUT T wc
Fey, sat on the couch, sobbing a little, cuddling and comforting their two
small children. She was a Hispanic lady who appeared to be ten years
younger than her husband, sporting a professional suit and authentic gem
jewelry. Her brother, Anthony Garza, held a compress to a bleeding
wound on the corner of his mouth as he sat at the guest bar. Garza was of
immediate interest to Jack.
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asked as he grabbed a barstool. After Garza nodded, Jack prepared his D-
vice to record the video and audio of the statement.
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| were having a happy, normal supper in the dining room. Donavan, their
oldest, was griping that he had a headache, and Del got really mad at him.
3T 1 O0Owi i wi OUWOEEWEUwW%l awEI EEVUUT wUT T wU>
was how she always makes it. It was like he was getting mad at everything
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even went out and looked for footprints, but there was nobody there.
Then, he ran upstairs to the bedroom and slammed the door. Fey decided |
should check on him, so | went up and there he was with his back against
UT 1 wPEOOGww' | wUEPEOws +1 EYT wOl weEOOOI nww!
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a few times and grabbed ma wUT UOEUwWOPOI wi 1 whEOUI EwUOu
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somehow. It was like he had the strength of a gang. | grabbed a light from
the dresser and whacked him with it a few timesé ( wUPI EUwD UwpPEUO
hard. Ati PUUUOwWPUWEPEOz Uwl EYIT wEOQawl i i 1T EVOwE
of me and fell into the corner. Then he grabbed his head and started
screaming. | stood there for a few minutes until he quieted down because |
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After getting more details, Jack decided that Anthony Garza had
contributed his full story. Once Kimi came back downstairs as Feyz U w
mother arrived to take the two kids to stay with her. Jack proceeded to
Ul UUPOOwW, UUB w1 OEPOUBww2T 1T wEél UEUPEIT Ewl
fear in similar terms as Anthony had.
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seemed to be lurking inthe EPODP OT wU OO OB w Cfthpl@wfiHe ] wU U U
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always thought | was out of my mind, and tonight, | was hoping that he
could finally feel something that was real and take me seriouslyOwU Ow( wE D E
UEAawEOaUI POT bww3T1 Owil wbkpl OUwUxUUEBUUOW
paused to compose herself. Anthony knelt next to her and held her hand
as she completed her formal statement.
Eventually, the medical examiner arrived and removed the body.
Jack parted company with the family by telling them that if they thought of
anything else, they could call him directly. After making concluding
comments on their D-vices, Jack and Kimi headed out into the mild
21 x01 OE1 Uwli YI OPOT 6 ww20DxxPOT wxEUUOwWUT T w
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to our house for a while? Remember my husband, Rick? He makes
amazing sukiyakb 0 ?
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woman lingering on the sidewalk. She was in her middle twenties,
wearing running apparel that accented her toned legs and tight, athletic
curves. She, along with a small crowd of onlookers, was peering intently at
Ul'T wOl EPEEQwI REODPOI UWEUWI T wi 6PUUI Ew#1 Ou
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The two detectives climbed into their vehicle with Jack behind the
EOOUUOOUBww UwilT wxUOOI EwEPEawli UOOwWUT T w
about what the wifesaidinUT 1 Ul yww EOUUOwWUT T wl YPOwx UT |
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answered.
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2.

Tuesday, September 15
The Shadow in Question

Jack sat at his desk the following afternoon. The imposing figure
loomed large on the display ol w) E E OgizéduDEYOBOED 6 ww 3 hdgeui BT UL
| OUOUOWEIT I xwUI EwUOPOwWUOOI OWEOEwWxODBOUI E
identity of this figure.
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victim, and unless you wish to be the next, | suggest you consecrate
yourself by defiling a sexy young virginn, ?
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presence as it pertains to the case resolution. | made no claims of its
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EDPUx OFE a 6 w4uumdredzcallthdd Oding just as Jack had been about to
D-vice. Momentarily, the image of an elderly man appeared.
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several graphics depicting UT I wi BREOPOEUDPOOwWwUOWEXxx1 EUL
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Rundel Robins did not die of blows to the head. Our digital analysis, with
a thorough simulation, demonstrated that none of the injuries to his head
were life-threatening. They were all superficial. | had worse injuries when
x OEaDOl WEOOOI T1 wi OEOI ad-~
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be consistent with cellular breakdown associated with certain neurotoxins,
but we found no neurotoxins in his system. Maybe he was demon
x OUUI UUI EwET Ul UWEOOG »

? %O U WwE UE x adk blurtedoutd klewas going to get no breaks
from the readers of his witness report.
died, the subject was in severe emotional trauma. We found evidence of
heightened blood pressure, burst capillaries, an enormous excess of
adrenalin, and a swollen amygdala region. Plus, he was sweating like
crazy. If your witnesses are correct, the medical evidence suggests that this
guy was insane with terror at the time of his death. His signs are
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motivator. He assaulted his brother-in-OEP wOYI1 U6 bPT EUI Yid Uwl 1 u
of. And his wife said she felt something, too, like an evil shadow. Two
x| Ox Ol wEdOz 0wl OwOUUUWEOwWUT T wUEOT wUDOI 62
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further notice. Regulations require that | get the Department of Health and
Safety in on this. As soon as we can officially clear Anthony Garza of any
ETEUT T UQuw#/ #wUT OUOEwWI OEwPbUUwWDPOYOOYI OI OC

None too sognlack thought to himself. This is beginning to freak out
even me.
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3.

Monday, September 21
The Shadow Returns

Jack was enjoying the quiet ride on the motor carriage that was
transporting him toward home after a rather mundane shift. He popped a
small, light blue tablet into his mouth. This gremlin, a legalized designer
drug, would give him a short mental boost. Before it had time to dissolve
completely, the artificial personality of a young man dressed in an old-
fashioned police uniform came up on his D-vice.
281 UOQw3l Ey2w) EEOQOwUI xOPl EwUOwWUT PUWEDI
real person screening his calls, even though it was nothing more than an
interactive user interface that mimicked human communication. As Ted
was his designated personality from work, he was not used to hearing
from him after hours.
31 EWUEPEOQW? (wl EYI wwl auwdboépodawwdl Owd
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widow was crouched in what appeared to be a corner of her house. She
was having considerable difficulty steadying her image on her portable D-
vice.
261 EUz Uwb UO ®IO@W,> ) EEIOWE UOIT EBS
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kids and me to go back home yesterday night. About ten minutes ago, the
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Jeromie Carr & James Dunn

) EEOQwWEUOI E Otuicdl toEpNykiaally hdrmd you? Do you need
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qguestions from his police training to a potential supernatural enemy.
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she shrieked a few times.
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Investigation was turned over to the Department of Health and Safety three
EEaUWET 06~
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demons are back. We need to get someone down there with a multiscanner
right awayo ?
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Jack looked on as Fey stumbled through her house on a roundabout
coursetoUT I wi UOOUWEOOUBS ww? ( wOl I xwUl OODPOT wx |
demon or whatever. The point is, the last time she felt that was a precursor
UOwi T Uwl UDUEEOEZUwEaDOT 62> ww) EEOQwUI EODPAI
commotion was attracting the attention of the other passengers on the
carriaged ww? ( wi EYT wOOWPEI Ewbl EUzUwl OPOT wdOO
EIT EUT ww/ Ol EUI wEUOx whT EVwaodUz Ul wEODOT wE
EUwUOOOWEUwWw( WEEOWEEUVUET WEWUDPET wOYI UwUOT 1 U

Kimi rolled hereyes. 2 ( wuNUOUOwT O0wi 001 62> ww wxEU
T O6wws8 OUwWOPT wOl WEWEDT wx OUwoOl wi 6O6EUI OQwOi

Kimi terminated the conversation, but Jack continued to monitor

Fey, who was teetering restlessly but silently in the cool evening breeze
outside her house. When Jack was able to transfer onto a motor carriage
I TEEI Ewi OUw%l azUwOI pT T EOUT OOEOwW) EEQWESE
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'"'T EOUT WEOEwW?2EI 1l Uawl EEWwDPOUxT EUOI EwUOT T wi ¢
food, but found nothing out of the ordinary. Kimi had transferred the raw
data from her room and body scans to them as well; their sole comment on
Pl PET wPEUOwW?11 EI DYl Edww- OUT BDOT wUOUI 1 UGG 7
day, though they recommended that her children stay with their
grandmother until the inspection had come to a full close.

It took nearly forty-five minutes before public transit dropped him
off | OUUWEOOEOU Wi UOOwWw%wl azUwi OUUT Bwwei T Owl
saw that Fey was leaning against a tree, watching the windows to the
house like a hawk. After spending a few minutes discussing with her if she
| EEWEQaAawbONUUDPI UwOUwi EEwOOUDPETI EwEOaUT B
UOwNOPOw#1 U1 EUPYIT w UPOUUOO-~

Out of the corner of his eye, Jack saw a sporty, forest green two-seater
rolling past the house on the street. It vaguely reminded him of the classic
turbo import that his high school arch-nemesis had owned until he sold it
to pay off a drug debt.

Jack entered the house to find Kimi on her hands and knees between
the dining room and kitchen, barely keeping herself from keeling over.
Her scanning wand was on the floor a meter away from her.

6DUT OUOwWOOOOPOT WUxOwWUTT WUEPEWDOWEWI
1 Ul 6-»

Jack plucked her up and assisted her in exiting the building. Once
they were on the fUOOUwWPEOOPEaAaOwW) EEQWEUOI EQw? LU
[ Exx] Ol Ey 2

[ OTUw UEOPOT wEwWI T PwWwEUI EUT UQw*POPwWE

x UOOPUI wUOOwWUI UYI] woOl wi OUWEOODOT wil Ul y-=2
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Still unable to stand, KMIUEDEOw? 8 OUz Ul woOi I wOT T wl &
the whole house. Everything was going great. Then, | went back to do a
deeper scan of the dining room, because that was where Fey said the most
commotion was coming from. Halfway through my second scan there, |
felt dizzy and on edge, especially when | was standing right behind the
chair where Del was sittingbP I T Owl | wUOEx x1 EJ ?

2. OQuwl ET1y-~
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2(woOl xOwbOET POPOT wUT POT UO2 wUT 1 WEOBOUD
feet. Circles and triangles were floating around. 1thD OO w( wUEUI EOI E w(
?220UOCEUwWODPOl wadbUwki Ul wi EOOUEDPOEUDOT w
(w07 OUT T Ow( whPEUVWEEOUUWUOWEDT Ow( wUI E
Everything became distorted and | started losing control of my body. In
Cancun, years ago, | essentially drowned, and it felt like that again. | was
xDOOI EWEOPOwWI OE0wOOwUT T wi OOOUWESEwW( wEOD
| OxI EwaOUwpPpi Ul Oz UwEwWlI EOOUEDPOEUDPOOOWEOE u
2611 Ow( wi OUBEwadbUOwadUwpki Ul wOOwaodlUu
fOE0w EOPOS ww8OUzUI wEII POPUI OawEDPUOUDI (
EOEUOEOEI O2 w) EEOQOWUEPEWEVUwWI T wgUPEOOawUU
1 01 Uil OEawEPTI PUEOQWEUUDPUUEOEI ww?61 EUI YI
Once Jack determined that Kimi had no discernable injuries, the
detectives NOD OT Ew%l aOwUl OUTT wUT T AawET UIT EwOO!L
with her. Soon, a medical unit arrived and applied cursory tests to Kimi,
Fey, and, to his protest, Jack. The two women were formally referred to the
hospital for additional tests.
Kimi decided to ride to the hospital with Fey while Jack agreed to
UEOT wUOT T wxOOPET wYI 1 PEOI WEEEOQwWUOWUT T wx OC
events behind him and take a shower, Jack pulled the vehicle away from
UT 1T wl OE D OUzawatlirting @rawod, theugreen two-seater passed
by him going the other direction. Almost by force of habit, Jack glanced at
the driver, whom he was then able to identify with complete certainty.
"EOODPOT w* DPOPWOOWEOWEUEDOWETEEDF®] OOuwl |
2(WEEOZz Uwl UT UUO? w* DOPwUI xOPI Ed ww?, aw
2(U0zU0wl0T T whEUUDOUWI OEET UUGB »
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281 xBww3l PUwUPOTI OwUT 1 ZUwDPOWEwWUIT T wUl
OEEUUO8?2w w ) EEOwWw UUVUUOT Ew UT 1T w EOUOI Uw EC
Inconspicuous.
261 AWEOOzZUwabOUWEUOWI 1 UwdUUY ww' T 1 wi 11
2, EDOOawEI EEUUI wUT 1T zUwl OTETT EwbpOwUUU
EUPYDPOT wEawUT T wi OUUT wEwkT POI WET OOWE OE w(
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Jack commanded his D-5 DET OQOw? 11 | 1-CAR® fag an UHe | w 1
Albatro SA-9 near my locale on or near Grape Court. Show me its
query. The vehicle was registered to Poppy Annalique Frainey. He
quickly confirmed that Frainey was the current driver and that her address
PEUWNGI wODPOOOI Ul UVwEPEawli UOOwWUT T wi1OEDPO
Poppy Frainey to the Robins file as of peripheral concern. Hey, Kimi. Ask
%l awbi wUll Il @WEWEE Woui Ul 1 Ow OEEUUOWPOwWUT |
22T T wUEAUwWUT T wedl U6zU0wUT POOWUOO? w* B
[ 1 OOOPWEOEUOEOEI wxEUUI OT 1 UBww?80UwOI 1 Eu
22001 001 wbi OWEOI UOzUwOPYI WEUOUOEWT 1
timeswel 1 OWEEOOI EWEOPOwWI 1 Ul ww( wPEOU WU OwWO(
261 WEOOzZUwWI EYl wEWEEUI O w* POPWUEDES wt
any charges. Health and Safety is looking into an environmental cause.
61T EQwl Exx1 Ol Ew0OwWO! wbOwUT T Ul whEUWPI UUDI
EUOOwUT 1T Ul wPEUWOOEOCEAwWPOWUT T Ul wEUUWOTI 8
?P+EEwPOUOWEOEwWI OUl OUPEWEOEOaUPUWEEOL
but not why. Even if there was no crime committed, maybe this woman
O0OPUWUOOI U1 POT whi wE O élthtand3dfetyd wE E OQWE D E w
- O b 7z U wdbddt ddamBitmeuo find out what she knolask pondered.
He felt no need to follow his subiject closely. Thanks to the digital R-CARS
system in all vehicles in the civilized world, he could track the location of
, UG wUEDOI azUwUxI 1 Ew O Edwd. OHaufiguse® Geu EOQa b’
would wait for her to go home, wait a polite few minutes, and pay her a
visit,
As it turned out, rather than go directly home, Ms. Frainey parked in
front of a business block in an upscale neighborhood three kilometers
away. Jack arrived there six minutes later. He watched from a distance as
his subject stood in the doorway of a busy restaurant. She popped a
gremlin into her mouth and began pacing a little bit. A minute later, a
group of college-age kids approached her, starting what appeared to be a
cordial conversation with her. One of them shook her hand. Another one
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had everyone crowd around her and took several pictures of her. This is too
good to misslack thought. He pulled out his own D-Vice and started to

record video of this puzzling scene. The college kids waved goodbye to

her and went into the restaurant without her.

Jack debated with himself about approaching her. He knew that her
residence would be a better place to speak to her in private than a
restaurant. He was also becoming slightly enamored of her. At his
distance, he could still make out the outline of her breasts and hips, not to
mention her shorter but silky-looking brownish gold tresses. Her strange
encounter with the college kids years younger than her made her even
more intriguing. He played with the door opener button on his vehicle,
still conflicted about approaching her or not, and fantasizing about the
miniscule potential he had of winding up in an intimate encounter with
her.

Before Jack could reach a decision, an older, balding man in a pressed
shirt and tie came up to her. The man embraced her, kissed her on the lips,
and escorted her into the establishment. Jack decided he had missed his
opportunity and was not going to wait who knows how long for her to
EOOI wWEEEOwWOUUB ww* POPWPEUwWUPT T U6 ww2T 1T wp
UUAwWET EPOWEOOUT I Uw EE a w Bdtest Imultiscan wae U1 UU O
known. The warrior goddess was probably immaterial, anyway.
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4.

Tuesday, September 22
The Shadow Gets a Name

) EEOQOWUEUwWhOw* DpOPzUwOi I PET ww3i 1 DUWE
digital display, where a youthful man in casual attire was sorting through
UOOT wOOUT UBww?2800UwOOUT WUEPEwWUT EVQwadU wl
us, LanEl O? w) EEOWUEPESG ww?61 zYIl wEI T OwlOUuapoOl
UOPODPOT wOUWEUEEDOT wOUUUI OYI UGB~

2(zYlI WET T OQwbpOUODPOT wOOw#1 Ul EUPYI w UbBC
EEAUOWEOEW( wUUPOOWEOOZzZUwWOOOPwWT OPwadlwl
with a partial smirO8 ww? ( wUT DPOOwPUz Uwl OPOT wUOOWET w
you placed in front of me was to find anything anomalous that could
x OUUPEOQAa WE]l wEWEI UUPOI O0UwUOwWwUOOI 601 zUwi
stability. That was the most bizarre request I think ( z YT wl YT Uwl EEwUI
UPOT w(zY!l whPOUOI Ewi OUw?2b! O31 ET dww. I wEOI
multiscanner analysis from the medical community than | do from law
1 O OUEI O1 608~

Lance fiddled with his notes and called up a 3D diagram of the
1 OE b O U ddldot) Gdhtnuing, T 1 w U E laée @ poditive result to that
Ul gUT U0OwbT Bkl wauld EGhée Ghe physiddl data was sorted
and | eyeballed a few frequency graphs, things started to make sense. |
Ul POOwWwadUz Ul wi 6POT w U OeiEdTech ifoO thik pragttE O w a o
because our focus on the medical and chemical industries gave me a great
1 ET1 69

&1 OwlOOwUT T wxOPpOUO?» w* DOPWUEDPES ww) EE
her excitement.

2" EYl waOUuwl YI Uwl T EUEWOT w! UT O zUw" 6OU
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281 UO>w*DOPw OOEET EGww? Uw (wUI EEOOC
"O0UOOUwUOWUI xEPUWEWEUEDOwWIT 1 OOUUT ET 1T wi C
23T E0OzZUwWOO] woOil wUT T wEOOOOOWEXxxOPEEUDC
UEPEOw( zOwl OEEwP] WEOwWOI EPEE OO uekelatideE UUT w
to match the disturbances in this house you scanned with the disturbances
T1 01 UEUI EwWEAwEwW! UT O1 zUw" 6OUOOG »

2371 Ul whPEUWEWUUUT PEEOWET YPDET wbOwOT 1 w

?2- 00w OOUWEWUUUT PEEOQWEI YPET »w+EQOEIT w
231 EUwUE Ol Unaostidtaregtidgupart f my discovery. Medical
ExxOPEEUDPOOUwWI OUw! UT 61 zUw" OOUOOUWEUI wo

P6EPUOW PEDPUO? w) EEOQwHOUI UUUxUT EG w ? ( 2
1 UT Ol zUw" OOUOOY »

2+1 Owol wUT Ob wa O U®EQO(uYiBAEUD @ uw Wi +EEOuEW Eu U
EOOOCEOQCEOQwWUT 1 wEIl Ul EUPYI Uz wEPT PUEOQWEDBUX OF
to be a tiny robotic guide clinching a microscopic pin, suspended above
UOOI EOEazUwUOPOBww3T 1l wi UPET woOOYI EwUOT 1
scribbling motion.

237 T wl0aoUUwIl T Ul wbUwil 1 Ol UEUDOT wEw! UI
+EOETl wl RxOEDPOI Edww? w! Ul Ol zUw" OOUOOwHU
can alter its mode and intensity in response to its molecular surroundings.

In this video, the columnishE UOOT UUWEUwPUwx EUUT UwUT UOL
but it can discern the nature of the tissue deeper in and shave off the
EEOT T UOUUWOI EUOUPEwWUPUUUI whpHUT OUUwWI EUOE

220wbUzUwOPOl WEWEOOOEOI UUWUEEOXIT Oy 2 w

281 .ESincePUz UwOOOXxEUUDPEOI OwPUWEEOwx EUU
and only assume a rigid form when it touches whatever the operator has
conditioned it for. It can be moded to selectively heat, push, or blast any
OPOEwWOi WUUEUUEOET wEOEwWHT OOUI wi YT UaUll pOI

. OEl w) EEOQOwWOOEEI Ewl PUwWUOEIT UUUEOGEDOT O
1 UT O zUw" OOUOOUWExx QawbOwdUUwbAOYI UUDT EUC

2(z700wUll O6waduUO?» w+EOCET wWUEPEOwWDOEDPEEU
U PEOOT UUwOil wEWUEPOWEEUUI OwNUUOUBE@T wUOT U
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x EUUI UOw Ol woOOOI EUOEUWEDUUUUEEOET wbhbOEDE
x OODOT wlOT UOUT T wOT T wi OUUI wObPOI WEOWEUUOP U

? OEwWwOOOOWEUwWUI EUO?2 w) EEOQWEOOOI OUI Ebu

261 U0ET Ow1l OE b O Wigishde thesenitence. w* D OD w

+EOEl WUEPEOW? ( OWEOOwWUT T wUIT Ul EVET w( w
mention of any implementation larger than half a centimeter, but the

) EEQWEUOI Ew+EOEI Ow? (I wUT BuMiEWald OO wb E
I Exx] Oy 2

3T EOwPOUOEWET x1 OEwOOwpkPi EQwUT T wWwEOOUO
(UWEOUOEwWXEUUwWT EUOOTI UUOQawUlUT UOUT T wUT 1 ¢
UUEUUEQOETl wOUWE]I OOwUaxl dww woOOUwoOi wUT B
have one rippingthU O UT T wOIl OwUT OUT T 62

) EEOz Uw Ul OUT T UUWUEETI EwWww%PUUUWEEOI w
that what had seemed like a long shot was suddenly making sense. Then,
as he fixed his gaze at his partner and good friend, it occurred to him that
she had likely been the victim of this mysterious force. He saw from the
fU0al Owl RxUT UUPOOWOT wUT OEOwWwOOw*pOPzUwi
realization. Next came the curious desire to experience for himself a
1 UT O zUw " OO0UO0w xEUUDOT wUT UBUTT whHebOBd w
EEAEUI EOOw) EEQWEUOI EwW+EOQOET Ow?" EOwaodlwlL

2&DYITI wOl wEwPkPT DOT WEOEwW( zOOwWUI | whbT EVw(
bringing the conference call to a close.

Kimi stretched her arms, rose from her chair, grabbed her coffee cup,
and headed casually down the hall with Jack accompanying her. When the
xEPUwUI EET T EwUT | wi OOEWEEUWEUI EQw* PODbwU
OOUI WEEOUUwW! OEET UUwW%UEDOI ad-~

2(wWEPEOz UOwUI EOPATl w## (wl EYI wOUWEOI EUE
replied. He ordered an orange juice from a machine.

2311 awEPEOzZUWTEYI wUOO? w*pPOPwUEPEWE
23T 1T Ul zUwxOl OUawhi wxUEOPEwWDPOI OQwOOwI T U u

2211 ZUWEwWx UOwi OOUEEOOwxOEal Uy~
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?&O0EQWODPEOI Ud? ww* DODPwi B O Ohhaanistick) wE U x u
i UOOWEOOUT T UWwOEET POl ww?221T1 ZUWUEOUI Ewl
scoredagame-p DOOT UwOEUUwal EUB 2
?3T E0wi BRxOEDOUwPT awlUl OUIT wxi ONGW w0 OO
that you mention it, | think | remember seeing her name once or twice
during gameso ?
UUEUUOWEUUwW( wi EEWOOWPET Ewl Obwi EVUWOUUG »
28 O0UwWNUUUWPEUET wbUOwxEUUOT UBww( wNUUCU
POwi YT UaAUT POT wUT E0wT Exx1 Ol EwE U wjditel w1l OE
xOUET WEOCEWUEUWEUWUT T wEEVUBwWw?2T 1T wdPT T Ow
TTOWEWOOUwWOI wuUOUPI UwUT EVwPEAG?
*POPWUEOwWOl BROwWwUOwWT POOWUEODPOT wEwWPRT BI I
Ol T EwWUOWETI wbOEOT OPUOBwWwwW?2T 1 zUwUOOwWIi EOC
sOOI UT pOT whEUwI Exxi ODBOT y 2
) EEQwUI xOPl EOQw? &OO0EwxOPOUUB ww" ExUEDO
2/ EUEOOO?> w3l EOw) EEOz UwWwEDPT PUEOwxI1 UUOGO
) EEQWEOUPI Ul EwUT 1 WEEOOS ww? +EOQEIT y 2
2(zYl wWEOUI EEawl O0wUOOl wEOUPIT UUwi OUu
"OOUOOUWEOOzUwUxUI EEwOU0wWi UOOwUT T wudblU
they can be aimed at any angle or direction, they maintain their original
EPEOI Ul UwOOwWOEUUI Uwi Obwi BU W WU d 2@ 1UWL xulEd
columns. 3T 1T az Ul wE OU GaightE Ivia©Oddsiy ablé ta pldl out a
trajectory for the column that you scanned. It goes up into the air and
TUEAT UwUT T wUOxwoOl wUOT T PUwOI PTTEOUZUwWI OC
that until it hits two skyscrapers downtown. Then it goes clear out and hits
EFEwOOUOUEPOwWPOWEwWUI UPEI OUPEQWEUI EWEEOUUU
PUwWEOGawi EUUT T UB ww3T Ihaubezddnutt@Olwan ERA yotr D UT w (
PTT Ul wbUOwOUDPT POEUI EOw UOI OUUUOBEUI Oadw w
trajectory data. YOUz OOwi EYI wUOOwWOExwhbUwaodluUUI OVYI
Ul xOUUwWEaAwUT T wi OEwOi wiUI T wEEa®S?
Before Jack could finish his juice, Kimi had cross-referenced the
trajectory data onto a scale model graphic of the region. When rendered its
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actual size, the column, only a meter in diameter, seemed to Jack as thin

and delicate as a spider web against the massive metropolis and even

smaller against the more massive mountains in the distance. The visual aid

provided Jack with a vivid illustration of the situation. Jack understood

that the line had been extrapolated from disturbance readings in the
10EPOUzwl OUUT OWEUUwWPUwWPEUWEWUUUEDPT T Owo
was a gigantic laser.

237 WO wPEawUTl PUwPUWEOWEEEDET OUO2 wl |
UOwYDPI pwUT T wli1OEPOUzwli OUUIT dww3T 1 woODOI wi
O0ww?2 (UzU0wUOOwxUI EPUIl bww(zZOwl OPOT wUO
UT UUOT wOlUUwPOYIT UUPT ERHPOOWwPOWOMBI O ODaxd@l
UT EQwOT 1 OUwWUT T wi al 8-
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D.

Wednesday, September 23
Who Casts the Shadow?

Fey looked like hell. Her neatly trimmed hair and sharp professional
attire did nothing to detract from the bags under her eyes. Nine days had
xEUUI EwUDPOETl wilUwi UUEEOEZUWET EUT dw w$Y
" UOEOw" T EUPUDI UOuw# # ( zveduner itoGtayEid b shdfted EOET O
free of charge. She reclined in the imitation leather chair in the Denver
/| OOPEI w#1 xEUUOI OUzUwxUDBYEUI wi UT U0wOOUOI
modular chairs in front of her.
2(zO0OwUOUUVUawhl w( wUl T DlwHuiuEW i BT 8O T wlbi ul u
been in my own bedroom since he died. For that matter, it feels like |
T EYI OzUWEIT | OwbHOw da w énd @hes dcddronmbiationsOtoat O U1 Y |
"UOEOQw" T EUPUDPI Uwl EYT wUOUwWUUEOUBww( Z EwWUE
UUEa wb OwdWO EwPU wi( WEEOZz Uwl OWEEEOwWUOwOa w!
*POPwWUIl xOPTI EOw? (UzUwl OUwWUT T wgl UUI Uwd
and away from anybody you know, especially in light of what we
EPUEOYI Ul Ewal UUI UEEaG-»
261 wi EYI wUI EUOOWUOWET OPI YI wlhdendwpkT EU
nonparticle instrument into your house. Our researcher tells us that the
beam from this instrument was specifically calibrated to wreak havoc on
EUEDOwUDUUUI 6~

,,,,,,,

disintegrate, similar tonear-E1 EUT wl Bx1 UPI OEl UO? wUEDPE w*
ET1 1 OQwi RxOUI EwOOwWUT T wET EQwWOOOT wi 6O6UT T wi ¢
2' 01 OPWEOUOEWUT E0wl Exx1 Oy 2
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261 WEOOZUwWwOEELwWEIOUOGY Ul Edww? OEwbI wWE (
PT AaOwEUUwPI zUI wOUT EUPOT wUT PUWEUWEWYDHO
Detective Arimuro did indicated that the focal point of this beam was the
side of the table where Del was sitting. DDI has given us access to the last
i YT wEEAUwWOI wi PUWEDPT DPUEOWUUEOUEEUDOOU WL
PPDUT w#l Oz Uwl OxO0O0al UWEEOUUwWx OUUDPEOIT wUUU X
?2' 1l WPEUWNUUUWEWEOUxOUEUI wEUUOUODI a0~
drafted internal documents for a living. He hardly had contact with
) EEOQOw OOEET EGww?3T EUzZzUwxxUI U0AwOUET w
POUOI UUw UEPEBwW w6l zYI wEIT Ow UOEEOI w UOuU
communications or financial records that form any plausible leads, either.
31 E WhyOmm called you here. Are you aware of anything that might
OEOI wUOOI EOCEaAawPEOUWUOWI EUOwWT DOV 2
2(WEEOZz UwUT POOwWOI wEOGAaEOEawuUDPTI T UwdOODP G
?2 Ul waoblwUlUIly2w*DOPWEUOT Edww? (1 wadu
we could take to DDI to convince them to give us access to more of his
data, we might be able to pursue something more specificé
Fey acknowledged with a timid nod, but was unable to bring
anything to light.
P#O0OwaldUwl EYT wEGaAawUI EUOOwWUOwWUUUxT EQw!
EOwWEI T EPUYy2 w) EEOQWEUOI EB
? OuwEI-1TEB Whww- OOwOOwUl EUOOWEUWEOOwWUC
Jack showed her a publicity photo of Poppy Frainey in a Colorado
50UU0I BWUOUEDODOT wUODPI OUOB ww?' EYT wadUluwl YI
just walking down the sidewalk, or casually talkingtoyour \UUE EQOE y 2
%OUEDOT WEWUOEOOWET UEOOI Ow%wl awUEDPEOuwW
Ol YI UwUIT 1 OQwi T UwET I OUI OWEUUwW( wUl EOT OPal u
) EEOWEOOUDPOUI EOQOW?6EUVUWI T wUl ECOawbOUOwW
x1 UUOOY »
P(wl Ul U0wi T wobwh & wnykodyeEeE KiOhe BadO z U w
EIT 1l OwUOOwWEwl EOTl wbOwal EUUB 2
Ever since Jack first laid eyes on Poppy Frainey, his intuition told him
UT EOwUT T wPEUWUOOITI T OPwbOYOOYI EOWEUCOWT T w
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T wi Ox1 EwUT EQw@U1 UUD O O betentuwith dewwnkosa!® U U w # |
yield some little tidbit of information that would link his warrior goddess
to the scene.
26 OUCEWadOUwoOPOEWOOOODPOT WEUWEWYDET Oy 2
play the clip he had captured of Poppy in the restaurant parking lot.
280Uz pliTwEAudT w3 0002 w* POPWET PEI Ew@UbI1 UO
Jack shushed his partner. As it played, Jack noted things that might
NOT w%wl azU0Uwdl OOUadww?23T E0zVUwi T UwYITPEO
?'EYTl waOUwl YT UwUIT 1 OwWPUWEUOUOEwWaoluwoi pi
Fey shook her head.
2'EYIl waOlOUlwbOdUw#1 Owl YT UWET T OwUOwUT pUwWU
UT EQw#1 OQwoOBT T Owi Ul guUl 60y 2
2(woOOPwkPT T Ul wbUwPUOWEUUOwWPT z YT wdl YI U
The video played on. The conversation drifted to discussions of how
the Votrexwere EOD OT wUT PUwUI EUOOWEOEwW* DbOPz UwYDI
2. T OwOaw&OENR? wwl awl REOEPOI EWUUEET O0a
I TUWET EPUBGwWw?3T EUZUwW2EUEVUwW* ExOOUNR?2 ww21l
was getting affectionate with Ms. Frainey. Jack paused the video, zooming
in on the man.
%l awl UOPOT EOw? ( wOOI pwi Tl whEUWEWEEEWET
OUUEIT UwOawl UUEEOEN-"?
?P6EPUWEWODPOUUI O2 w) EEOWUEPEOQWUUDOOWOI
2+1 Uz UwOOUwWNUOx wUOWEOOBEOUUDODOUB 2
' 1 zZUwEwWUOUI EET 1 UO@sUshe @EMackd. @ %1 a2 WW BHDE
OUUEI Ul UOWEOUDPT T UB ww3UUUUwWOI 6~
261 AawbOUOEWI T whEOQUWUOWT EUQw#I1 Oy 2 w) EE
(720w OOw UT Mustesd BfUGTant /alley Medical Designs.
Kapoor is moving to buy out Grant Valley. He owns a number of
competing companies. Our bottom line has been faltering for nine
GUEUUI UUOWEOQEWEWOOUwWOI wEOEUEwWOI OET UUw |
expand our budget and get some new types of projects. We have a vote on
UT T wWEUAOUUOWOI ROwOOOUT bww(zYlI well OQwET Ux|
EI EEUUI w( wEl OPIT YT wil ZOOWEEOOPEEODPAT woOUL
(WEOUOwI OUOEWUT EVwWI T wi EUwUPT UwOOwWUODT wy
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?' EUwl 1 wOEEIT wE @¥yauV Wabld B hbveidnrieakob to
Il EUOwadluwl VUUEEOEY 2> w* DOPWEUOI EB
?2' 1 wPEUOZUWET Ul Uw#1 002 w%l awUxUUUOI Ul E
(ZzOwUT 1 wOEPOWYOPET wET EPOUOWI PUWEUAOUUG |
I EQwUT T wYOUl wpPOOwWxEUUGB 2
?# Owa OU w oy thadyoltBinkyai were the intended vicUDB Oy » w
Kimi asked. Fey nodded.
Jack said, ? 3T EQwOPT 1 Owl Bx OEPOwPT awl0T 1 w! U
second time. He could have realized that he missed his mark the first time.
(1 wEOGa wOil wUT PUWE O wlIUBOOWPOUEEOD U IVewma OUz
- OUPEDPOT wUT EV0w%l azUwUI EUUwWPIT Ul wi OODPE
PPUIl wEwWUPUUUTI ww?' EYIl waOUwUOOEwWEOaEOEauU
?2 wilpPpwx]l OxOl 02 wwi awUEDES®G
261 zUI wi OPOT WwWUOWUEOT wadUuwoOUOwoOi w## (2
UET T wl Kinii thforaned her.
2. 7T OwdOO0? w%wl awUPT T T EGww?, OYI wEUOUOE w
Although cautious about circumstantial evidence, Jack felt personally
gratified that his obsession with Poppy Frainey was shaping up to be more
than a lark. He rose from his seat to make preparations to kick the Robins
investigation into a higher gear as Kimi wrapped up the interview to
x Ul x EUIT wrel@atior®l a z U
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6.

Thursday, September 24
The Reach of the Shadow

* P O bqués was a welcoming experience for Jack. While starting a
| EOPOAWEOEwWUI UUODPOT wEOPOwWPIT Ul wOOUWE OO/
compared to his own house, which was devoid of any feminine touches
except for a few nick-knacks Kimi had gifted him over time. Since doing
two partial shifts in one day was unusual, Kimi had taken advantage of the
two-hour space between shifts to invite him over for a brief lunch and a
few digital games. They reclined in the family room, joking with each
other and sharing gossip.

With a sudden shriek, Kimi sprang from the sofa, tumbling to her
knees!

261 EUy2 wEUOI Ew) EEOWDPOWEWODPOEwWXxEODPE w
allowing him to take instant note of his surroundings and prepare for
x OUUPEOI wEEOT T UBwww3UEEDPOT w*pPOBPzUwIl OE
toward the kitchen doorway, he saw no signs of disturbance.

*POPwWUOUI OwxEUUI Ewl T UwUxOU0woOOwUT T wU
sorry, | heard a distant sound and | thought it was coming from near the
OPUEIT 1 082

2(wlUl POOWPUWPEUWNUUUOwWUT T wi O0UT wUi BUO

?2%0UT DYT wOil wi OUwxEOPEODPOT wwl1bBDEOwWUI O
since | got hit with the column in the RobinUz wi ©U U1 6

Jack put hisarmaroundhl U8 ww? ( OwoOBT T OwbdOC
Ol EYI 62

WEIT WE wE
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2-00woOOO0? w* POPwWxUOUT UUT EBww?2( UzU0wbOIL
happened to me: the hands, the mist. Is that what they mean by the icy
i DPOT T UUwWOI wiel EUIT y 2

?2'1 402 w) EEOwUE P E értold ydu this, Oud whenuWhst O O w ( w
OPEOQuw( wEI YI OOx|I EwxEUUPEOQwWOI EUOUDPUWOI wU
remember much about it because | was only three, but my dad says that
UT T wi PUU0WOPT T UwOl wiOl EVUWwPEUWUT T wdOOUUwW
paramedics said | only had twenty percent lung capacity, and everyone
PEUWEI UEPEw( whEUOzUwWI OPOT wUOWOEOI wbUB wt
support, | was terrified of a huge monster stalking me that I called Mr. Bull
* POl 82

2, U8w! UOOw* DOheybraws DOPWUEDUI E

) EEQwUUOUUOUI Ul E6Gww?+0600000w( wi Ul UUwbkI
I YI Ua E OE -aleatt exgeridadds are different, and | hope that yours
Pl Ul wU@UEUI QawbOwUT I wUul EOOwWOI wUEDI OEIT wE

Before they were able to explore the topic further, Kimi received a
call from Benji Miller, their supervisor. Shaking herself back into a
professional demeanor, Kimi transferred the image of Miller, a slightly
portly gentleman in his fifties, to the large display on the wall.

2(zO0OwUl ECOAU WU a® OO waBOWEUUDOT waodu
EITEOOwW?! UDwaOUwUEPEwWaOUzZEwWET wUOT T UT 1T U
El T OUl waObUwUxl EQOwUOwWUT EOwbOOEOwWUT PUwWET C

?2 O0aUil POT whpl WEEOWEOO>?> w) EEOWUEDES

2(OwlT T wOEUUwWI OUUOwWUT T w1l e B G RO Y TUWDE
, DPOOI UWUEPEGww?3T 1T WEOOODUUDOOI Uwi OUOE wC
f OUwWUT 1 wYPEUDPOzZUwbDi T OWEOEOWEUwaoOdUz Ewl R
UT E0w( wEPEOz Uwl EYT wEOUPIT UUwWUOE »

(T wadblwi POEWESGa WOl wUT I w BEatkGimiledd UOw O
261 zUIl wxUIl UU0awUT OUU wb duuséMesd i EOUPT UUWET xE

2. 0l wOl wOT T WEDPT wbUUUT UwbPUwUT T wOEEOW
EUPOPOEOQWOEUUI UO? w, POOI Uwi RxOEDOI ES ww?
still claims the original incident as theirs. On top of that, the justification
for your questioning this Poppy Frainey person is largely circumstantial,
EOQOEwWUT T zUwi EOCOUUWI OOUTT wUOOwWwxUEOPEDAIT wEC
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) EEOW@UPEOOQAWET POl EwPOd ww? (zOQwEwxI1 UU
the RobiOUz wi OUUI wEOUT wOEEEUDOOUwWPIT wkil Ul wWEE
positively identified her boyfriend as someone she met with immediately
after one of those occasions, and established a motive against him. Ms.

Frainey is the one person who might be able to tie everything together. We
EEézwaUOEiiEwUODDOwDiwTEYiniUwUDEOiOi

- ~ ~ PN -

al UUIl UEEazZUwxUOET wbOUOw' EOOEO EUEOQOU2EUE
, UUB w1 OEPOUwPOO7Z UwET wUUbeb Ol wpbDUT wUOUwOLU

?' EOOEO EUEOU2EUEODPOPWEDPEOz Uwl OWEEEO
Pl wOI 1 ET Ewli UOOwWUTT O6ww3T 1T w. xl UEUDOOU w# 1
EwWPEUUEOUG »

231 1T w. xl UEUPOOUwW#DPUI EUOU uiing aferddabD UET u
complaint about the affaiUd ww' T whEUOz UWEOUUI EwEUwaou
company is involved in a homicide. How did you come by that
EOOEQUUDOOY 2

) EEOQwi PUT T Ewi OUwPOUEUS ww? ( WEPEOzUwbHO
that my inquiry was part of a Denver Police Violent Crimes Division death
investigation. | did a search of publicly available information and found
that HalmanAbramsSatalini was one of only two businesses in the metro
area that owns a large-scale ! U1 O1 zUWEEOOOOB ww- OPOwWUT 1
identified that poked into UT T w1 OEPOUz wi OUUI wl EEwWEwWYI
that could only have a fixed number of places of origin. Guess what
EUOUPOI UUwl EVUwUDRwWI OOOUUWDOwWOOT woOi wOT 1
I DBUOUG

P80UWEOOzUWI EYT wOOWEOOY D OE lake ureO? w, B
that the lines you connect the dots with are thick. People are already
EEOODPOT wadUOws (OUxI EUOUW3EUI Ow&T OUL0w' UC

?2- 00wl T OUUO? WUEPEW) EEOCB ww?31T 1 wbOYDPUD

?2xEUI woOl 62

2(zYlI wgl 1 OQwlT pOOPOT WEEOUUwWUT PUB ww) UU
I PUwYPEUPOUwWPPUT OUUWET DOT wUI 1 O0OwbpkI z UI
essentially kill people leaving no trace of its presence or where it came
from. It can pass through walls leaving no damage. It can evidently be
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deployed from many kilometers away without a clear line of sight. Unless
UOOI 001 woObPOl w* DOPwWPUWUT T Ul whbDUT WEwWOUOUE
*DOPWEEETI EOw?61 zYIl wUOT OUTT OwUTl EQwI OI |
PEIl WEUOOI UOWEUUWE wOE Wiuw buDWEIE @ lwwu (U Tubd Galll
discovered is true, we need to stop this before other people see its
xOUI OUPEOG»
, DPOOT UWUEPEOW?+1 Uz U0UwOOUwWOI ODwOUUwWbOET
TTOwOT UOUTT wiOT 1 wwUEPOI awbOUI UYDPIBRWEOE W
Ul ECOawbhOUIl UT UUT EwOOwWUIT T whblT ECwOUU Wi OOUE
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7.

Later That Afternoon
The Goddess and the Shadow

?2%DUUU0wWwOI WEOOO? w) EEQOWUEPEWUOWRUEDOI a
OOUPEI Gww3T EOOVUwWI OUWE OGO 1T wfl@®HO0 GuEuwa)i O£ U
sat at a simple circular wooden table in an interview room next to Kimi
across from their intervieb w UUENT EOOQw bPT OOw UOwwak EOz U
wearing a workout tunic and loose jeans that concealed her toned curves
from view. Only twenty minutes before, the detectives had plucked her
from her condominium with no notice or explanation other than that there
was a crisis and she could face a citation for refusal to cooperate with an
POYI UUPT EUPOOwWDHIT wUT 1 wE D E Odcome vithCtkem.p I E U w
Of course, the urgency was a ploy to get her to the police district house
before she could contact or warn anybody.

2(UzZUwWEOUDPTTUO? wwUEDOI aw Ul xOPI Ew bPbHL
thumped her left index finger on the side of the table. ? ( w E Khéng howu
(ZOOWET WEEOTI wOOwWI 1 Ox8 9

211 0PI YT wUUO?> w) EEQOWUEPEOwW? 0aUl pOT wl
have. There was a biohazard situation last Monday in the Pioneer Creek
Ol BT T EOUI OOEWEOEwWPI zUIl wOUabOl wOOwWT EUT 1 1
UOI OO01 EG2ww3T 1 whPOUEUWEPODLOWUUOGXx WwUT OO wbD¢
Denver Police and the Department of Health and Safety have contacted all
Uil wUl UPET OUUOWEUUwWUT T azVUl wUUDPOOWEOBODC
contact anybody who lives outside the neighborhood, but a Vortex fan
recalls seeing you in that area that day and thought that you might have
EI 1T OQOwNOTTPOT wEOOOT wiUT |l WOUEPOWEOGEwWUIT O
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EPUEOOI OUUwPHUT wUOUDPOT WEWEOYT UwlUOUAOw)
as to where the conversation would go.

? wi E Oy wEnaibel &Kked. w

22 O0wwe20wl Ul y2 w* DOPWEUOI EQWEDYI UUDOT w

? %OUWE wbi DOI O? wHUEDOI awUl xOPI1 EB

2/ 01 EUTl wUI OOwlUUwUT E0wadbUwUEPWUOOT Ul
ITEYI wOEQawoOUI T UwEYIT OUI UB »

P(WEOOzUw OOOPw Pl EVwUOw UG@dDu i Pt EH Dy
EOCaUl POT wUOUUUEOS »

?2 OawuUoll OOUOWOUwWI al wbUUDPUEUDOOUY »

220U0U0a0wlOObww( wPEUWNUUOWEUDPYDOT wUOT U
PEUOZ UwNOT T BDOT 62

2(wl OxT waOUwWwEOOZzZUwWODPOEWO! wEUODOT 02 w)
neighborhood is pretty far fromyoU U wx OEE]l 6 ww6 T EVwPI Ul wa O

2. 7T 02 WwHUEDPOI AWwUEPEWEUWUT T wi OOET Uwl I
tired of condo life, and | might be interested in getting a house down there,
UOw( whEUWNUUUwWUOUUwWOI wUEOxDOT wUT BOT UwoL

P&00EWET OPEI O? WO wWwOOEIED ®IOW EWww) EEOS w w
OUTT Uw50UU01 RwxOEal UUwODBYIT wOl T UI y-2

?2- O00w( WEOGOzUwWUT BOOWUOSB 2

' EYIl waOUwl YT UWEOUT T UT EwOOwWI 1 OwdUUOwo
UT 1T wi OUUT UWEOGEOQWEUWUT T awUEaoOwUOl OOwlT 1 u

2-002wUT T AU QODIOBAW EVwWw Ul ECwxO0ODPOU0wal (
UOOT PT T UI wbPPUTl wUOEOOI Uw T OUUI Uw UT EUZzUuU
I T EEQUEUUI UUGB»

' EUwUT T Ul wl YT UWET 1 OwWEwWwUDPOI OwdOEAET w
UPDOI Owbl 1 OwadUz Yl wi OUOEwa OUEFI201 wObwi OC

?2-08ww(zYl wOOOAWEUDYI OwlOT UOGUT T wbUwWOO

P#O0wadOUwUi Ol tiaeiast tihoewvbsith@®d OU wb 1 UT wOT 1T Ul vy

(0wl EEWOOwWT EYT wET T OwEwi 1 pwOOOUT UwET

P#O0OwWwadUwOoOOPwUT T wl1OEDPOU WHeEIV®DEY W w # ]
EUOPOwWT OUUI wOOW&RUEXxT w" OUUUWOPOE wOi wbOwl

2. T OwOOd8 ww( WEOOZ UwOOOPWEOAEOEAWPT OQwo
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[ Ol UWEUOPOT wi 1l UwUI YI UEOWOOUI wUubhOI Uw

Of wOT 1 OOw) EEOQWUEDPEwWPDUT wE skin@i®thdt hbtni EET O
of them are dead. The husband died in the house on the 14th, and the wife
EPI EwPDOwUT 1T wi OUxPUEOwWEwWI 1 PWEEaAUWET 082t
Kimi and Miller agreed on to protect Fey and her Kids.

Frainey grew flush and sat straighU wU x 6 ww? 11 EOA Yy ww' Ob w

) EEQOWEOOUDPOUI EOQw?61 zUIl wpOUODOT wbbUT u
Safety to determine if there might be some illegal toxic contamination in
Ul 1l wWEUT EGww Ul waOUwEOOXxOI Ul OawUUUIl wlT E
all aboutanytl POT wUT EVWEOUOEwWI EYI wETl 1 OwEwWEEUUI

3T T wadUOT wpOOEOWUT OOOwWT T Uwl 1l EEBww? - (
UEEUAan-~»

261 Ul waOUwWwEPEUI woOi weda wdOi wOTl EVUY 2 w* O

?2- 08 ww&Ul UUw( zO0Owl OEEw( wUUEal EwbOwdaw

Without reluctance, Jack asked a pivotal @UT UUDOOo w261 EUU
September 14y ww3 1 I wODT T Owpi T OwUT | wi OUEEOEWED

261 EUWEEOUUOwWHUY 2

Looking Frainey EDUI EUOaw POw UT T wil al UOw ) EEO!
anything unusual that evening, or have any strange or frightening feelings
EUwaOUwpkl Ul whEOODPOT WEUOUOEWUT 1 w1 0OEDPOUZ
Ul UxOOEI UUWEUUDYI Ey 2

?2- 002wVl 1 WUEPEwWI! EUUBE] GEuixEQWD B IwbwrE-aQ
sorry, officers, but this conversation is making me a little uncomfortable.
(ZEwODPOI wEwOEPAaIl UG »

2.l WEOUUUl waObUwoOEawli Il UwEwWwOEPaAIl UO? w)
I OOEDPOT waodUlwil Ul 62

2371 Owpkl zUI wEOOI 02 w%UE D Oihérehkitland 1 E S w L
stormed out of the room without another word.

. T Owbk 1 z Ulack@oughaBeG &IUT wNUUUWET T POODOT 6

He rose slightly out of his chair, but Kimi put her hand on his
Ul OUOGET UOwWwUEaDPOT OQw?+1 Uwl 1l Uwl 08~

261 EOWEOwWaOUwlUl POOY 2 w) EEOQWEUOI EB
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? ( z OcQaualdritythat | was beginning to think that she was one of
a0OUUwPPDOEwWI OOUIT wE Hdwever hter all thBs©mlsifidaidnE 6 w w ?
UT T wuNUOUUOwWOT Dwi aowaodUzyYl wOEET wEwEIT OP1 YI

22T 1T zU0wl PEDPOT wUuOOI UT DOT 62

2. UwxUOUI EUDPOT wi T UGrOEW Guaud £ 0D Gl uddbuip(C
OO0OOPUWUI T ZUwaOUOT OwxUIl U0awEOEWUUEEIT UUI
preserve her looks or athletic ability forever. Along comes a wealthy
businessman who buys her an Albatro, strokes her ego and promises to
keepherontl 1 wi POEOEPEOQwWUUOOAWUPET ww OEwl 1 7
*ExOOUwWOPOUWI T UB =2

Jack was already issuing directives to a screen on the wall, calling up
I PUwUI Ul EUET wi DOT wOOW2EUEUwW* ExOOUB ww? ( :
though, except motive as declared by Mrs. Robins, and two degrees of
Ul xEUEUPOOwI UOOwWUT 1T wEUDOI wUET Ol  ww3i 1 Ul

231 O0OwadbUwpkPl EVUO? w* POPWUEPEWEUWUT 1T wuC
EwPEUUEOUwWUT UOUT T wUTl PUWET Ul UOOOOG ww3 OO0
Halma0 EUEOU2EUEODPOPWEOEwWUI | wbi whl weEOQuwI E

- ~ ~ A -
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8.

Friday, September 25
In the Tower of the Shadow

Jack and Kimi stood in the reception area of the industrial/mechanical
engineering firm HalmanAbramsSatalini. Kimi carried a standard crime
scene multiscanner and scanning wand. Before them stood three figures,
one of which was charter partner Harold Abrams. He was a tall, slender
gentleman in his sixties clad in a simple blue sweater and slacks that
disguised his authority and influence.

2/ 01 EUIl w O0OOPOw Oi i PET UUOw Ul EQw P17z 0OC
EEEOOOOEEU]l wabUO?w EUEOUWUEDPEOwxI1 UUDOI
run an honest, well-UT Ux1 EUI Ewi DPUOwWT 1 Ul OWEOEwWPRI z |
POUOG ww( Uz UwUUUI UOawUOUT arécautdbedanuddd E U wU C
EUDOPOEOQwW POYI UUPT EUPOOOwWI Uxl EPEOOa W Ew
xUIl Ul OEl OWEUUwPI zOOWEOOx]I UEUI Owdi wedlU
youz Ul wbOYI UUPT EUPOT ywweT OUI wET EUIT

261 ZEWODPOI wOOwWUT OO0wa OU wOtHddbtadswEdn U wb 1 w
Oxl OwbOYI UUDPT EUPOOG?» w*DOPwi RxOEDOI EG

?2(wUOEI UUUEOGEOwW (w1 Ul UUO?2w EUEOUwW UE
EOOOI ET Ul UBww?2(zZEWODPOI wUOWDPOUUOEUET wa
Denver Operations, and Carol Burr, our mining industry technical lead.

311 azO0OO0wWEIT ushs®G- U0 WOUVEDYWW, EUVEUOWOOOODOT
years old, pointed and whispered at his wrist D-Vice, attempting to carry

on a conversation with someone on the other end. Burr, looking bit older-

looking, demurely eyed Jack and Kimi with her arms crossed.

2/ Ol EUIl wUEawaodUz Ul wOOUw! 60T wimdwET wi
261 zUl wYl UVAWEUUVUAWEQCEWEPUUUxUDGB UwWOOOa wC
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x EUUPEUOEUwWxDPI El wOi wi gUbx Ol OUWEEOOI EwE u
I RxOEPOwWi OUwWadUuwOOWUT T wi UOOUwWI OEY »
261 00072 w) EEOwWEI T EQOOwW?61T 1 Ow( wEOOUEEUI
have only one such device, and thatitz OUT Ewi OUwODPODPOT 6 ww( Uw
281 UO>w, EUVUEVUWUEPEWEUwWIT T wi O&iteEw UT 1
261 DOl wUOT 1 WOEET DOl wbUwUUDOOWDPOWET YI OOx
to manufacture and lease out an inventory of them to various mining
companies locally and globally. Leases from our existing clients alone
should pay for the R&D in two years, plus a projected fourteen percent
xUOI POwi UOOwWOI PwEUUDOI UUwpkPIT wi EYT wbOwUOT |
24000w Uil EUzUw OPEI O2 w) EEOw OO Kl ?E6ul BB
I REEUOa WEOI UWEws UOEOQWUOEUUT Uz wEOY ww, EOI
2EOPOPOT wEUwW) EEOOwWw* POPWUEDPEOW?61 7 EwO
?. OEaO?2 w! UUUwWOOEEI E &Shewparttdinith Abthin® U w b E :
and Martas, leading Jack and Kimi down a hallway, through a doorway,
and into an interior elevator. ( Uz UwbD OwOU U w" OOfwdérk UwOE E Ow(
When the elevator opened, the parade continued down a plain
corridor through sliding glass doors labeled 38B: CONIFER. Jack made a
mental note of various contraptions on shelves and tables lining the walls,
some of which appeared to x Ul E E U | decide-0l¢ diandardized global
network. Burr stopped in front of a bulky device that, to Jack, resembled
the arm and torso of a death match robot from an old Japanese anime.
Mounted on its own metal frame, it stood perhaps three meters tall, and its
base was almost as wide.
?' 1 Ul wbUsaidUO~> w! UUU
2% DUU0w0T DOT Uwi PUUUO? w* POPWUEPEWEU WL
machine and activated the multiscanner.
2#Owkl wUI EOQd OUENTT W6 w! UUUwxUOUI UUI
2/ UOEI EUUI O2 w* DPOPwUI xOPI EWEUwWUT T wol U
the device and every surface near it.
61 POl wUT T wxl Ul OUOI EwUT 1T WUEEOOwW) EEOQWE
UT OT wEOdy »
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?2( Ow Ul O EpauickE bednOdto sSrEUEwWw EVw Ew OPOT w UD
I RxOEPOI ESww?2( Uwl EVwUT 1 wEEPOPUaAwWUOwWx E
structure not specified as the target, and separate any unwanted material
from the target. So, for example, it can dislodge waste minerals from
around a gemstone deposit without harming the gemstones. And, it can
do it a bucketful in the same time it would take a human to dislodge a
T UEOQwOI wbEUUI 62
2200wbUzUwWwUPOPOEUWUOWEW! UT 01 zUwWOEET
Jack asked.
281 UO? w! UUU wUHE erEGBuuEd Y B0 1 ViR UiO O wE w o (
?' ObpwOUET wOEUIT T Uy2 w) EEOWEUOI EB
2( OwOUUwWEI OET OEUOUOWDPUWEOUOEW! OPUwW
penetrated one hundred fifty meters through what was primarily granite
EOEWEOEaS?
) EEOQOWEUOI EOQw?' Obuwi GwaEOWYOE wbUwl Owb Ow
261 wl EYI OzUOwEOOT wOUET woOxi OwEPUwW UI U
projected it maybe a thousand meters through the air. The math guys
downstairs say that the denser the matter, the shorter the maximum
x UONT EUPOOWEDUUEOEI 62
Pacing to the glass doors, Jack peered out of the lab and through a
window in a room across the hall. The western edge of the city came into
view, with the mountains in the distance. Using this reference, he rotated
I POUI Ol wOOwWIiI EET wUOIT T wExxUORDPOEUIuMEDUI EU
x UONT EUWEWEOOUOOQwWI PYT woOPOOOI Ul UUwWUT UubUI
2&DYI OwUT T wdOUOETI Uw O wYEUPEEOI UOw EO:
Ux1 EUOEUDPOOO? w! UVUVUWUEPEBS ww?, awl U1 U0 wpk OL
Stepping around Kimi, Jack neared the apparatus. Its frame was
anchored to the floor, but the unit itself appeared to rotate about a circular
ballEl EUPOT WOUEEOB ww?' OPWEOwWaOUlwoOOYI wedEU
26D01T wi Ul ECwWET 600a0?2 w! UUUWET UEOOI Ed wu
Ul WOWUEEOWEOEWEPOwWPUUWEUOwWP b detigngeluoOE OU E
be attached to a motorized digital motion system so you can enter a
EOOUEDPOEUI wOUWEOT Ol wOOWEWEDT PUEOwWDOUI UI
UOwi EYI wUOl EOwPOUUEOOI EG»
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261 EOWEEOUUOwWUI OO6UT wi UPEEOEIT y 2 w) EEOQOuWE
?2$Y1 OUUEOOa 02 uR ' WwECupal 1UT 65206 w
2200wkl Ol YI UwPEOUUwWUOOwWUUT wbUOwli EVUwUOOwW

?2 UwoOi wal UOwUT EUzUwUOUUI 62ww! UUUwWUUI
EOQOUUET I EwWEWUOEOOwW! EOEOTI wOOWPUUWEEUIT 8 ww?

?2/ Ol EUI iterouptdd Gd as she scanned the side of the frame.

2201 xWEEEOQWEOEWEOOZ UwUOUET wedaUl pOT wubi

' OU0U0wi U011 EwECEWOOY!I EwEPEaAdww? ( wbhEU
| OPpwbUzUwWEOOI dww- OPpwUT ECwT 1 z 0liketded OT wU (¢

Patting Kimi on the head as she knelt beneath him, Jack backed away
 UOOwUT 1 wEI YPEIl WEOCEWUEPEOQW?(ZEwWOPOI wU
indicate who was using this, when, and where it might have been pointed,
as well as everyone who was in the facility at the time.?

BurrUl xOPl EOw?61 wEOOzUwl EYT wOUET dww( Uz
UauuUl OOwUOwpk]l WEOOZ UWEOOOI EVWEOAaWEEUEWOC
DOEDYPEUEOwIiI OOOUUsi © wutEEE [EDwumsholdGER Qi O lwc
OOO0PUOUDLOT wUT POT UWEOOUT Uwhi wbl wi EYI wUO!
UOwli T OwabUwUT T w vy5whbOET T Uwi UOOWOUUWEEODI

Soon, Kimi completed her scan and Jack obtained access to the
required surveillance records. Once the detectives wrapped up their
EUUDPOI UUWEOEwWPI Ul WEEEOQwWDPOwWUT T whpEDUDOI
Pl zYIl wUIT OwUOT T wOUUET Uwkbl ExOOBww, EAET wO
finally take this investi EUBDOOwUl UbOUUOab »

2-O00wUOwi EUUO2 w* DPOPWUEOOET Ewi DPO6 ww ~
analyze. Even if we conclusively show that the rock toaster was the
[ EUOT UOWET YPEIT Owbkl wi EYI Oz UwUUOI EwOUUwUT
UOwoPhOOwUT T udll GEE g *uBEOUAMGAUEROwUT T wOEET B

UwUT T wEUDPYI UwxUOOI EwWEPEaAOwW* DOPwUI OEUO
[ OOCOUWUOwWOTI T OwbbPUT Bww( zO0O0wbOUOWOOWUT T w
Uil 1l WEDPUUUPEUWUUEUDOOG »
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9.

Thursday, October 1
The Shadow is Cornered

Sarat Kapoor crossed his arms while his thick, black brows furrowed.
He eyed Jack, who had just risen from his seat in the police interview room.
Next to Kapoor was Carl Carlson, his attorney, who had placed a pricey
two-frame D-vice in front of him. Kimi was monitoring things from a
nearby room, ready to do any behind the scenes research needed to
UUxxOUUw) EEOZV0Uw@UIl UUDPOOPOT ww3pkPl OUawOD
uniformed officer had ushered the two into the presence of their
guestioner.
Carlson stood, palms planted firmly on the table, arching forward at
) EEOB ww?61T 1 OwaodbUwi PUUOwWI EVUOCTI EwOawEODI OI
UOOI wWUEOEOOWE UUI & Uread yolricase b od/even ? sed U
what this is really all about: revenge. Your partner was trapped in a house
and almost died of a yet-to-be-E1 U1l UODPOI EWEEUUI OwWEOEwa oo
UOOI EOEawxEad-»
40DOUDPOPEEUI EOQw) EEOwUI ywriupH détemifed, T OwU 1
and the fact that an officer of the law was involved will only heap
EEEDPUDPOOEOWET EUT T UwOOuw, UBw* ExOOUB »
*ExOOUwWEOUUUl EwOUUOwW?3T DPUwDUWETI ab0H
x OUUPEOGawET EUT T wOl whbUT wedCaUl POT ywwei EC
? ,rs. Robins named you as a suspect before she died, and your
girlfriend lied to us about what she was doing just before | caught her
meeting with you the evening of the 21072 w) EEOQWUEDPEwWEUwWI I wU
his suspect.
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Not leaving his seat as Jack approaE T | Ewl POOw* Ex OOU WU x (
iIs her own person. | have neither knowledge nor control of her actions.
21 T ZzUwEwUPTI T Owl PUOOWEUOwWUT T zUWEOOODYI E
acknowledge. Why am | not surprised that she lied to you? For all | know,
UT 1 wi EVwWEwWUl EUI OwoOYT UwbOwUT E0wOI PT T EOL
) EEOQwT EUT T Ul EwOOO1 OUUOB ww? (w0l pOOwaod
was her task? Recon? Did you need her to help you aim your death
EOOUOOY »
Carlson shoved hisD-YDET wbOw) EEOz Uwi EET OWEDPUx O
EIlT EUDUWEOGEWOOUDPOOWDOET I UwEI xPEUDOT w* E:
EI T OQwUT T wUUERNT EQwOIl wi REOPOEUDPOOWEWI T P uw
for exactly none of that, Detective Tate. On the evening of the 14" he was
at a gallery for far longer than the duration of the events you describe, and
has the financial transaction log to prove it. On the 21, he was working
OEUl wWEUWEWEUUUOOI Uz UwUDUI withds.B@ine@dD OU U
EOQOEwPI zYI wxUOOI EwUT T wYPET OwUOwxUOYIT wUI E
261 wbli Ul Oz 0wl YI OwoOOwUT Ih"@EL UB wd®d Wl &
2/ OxxAWEOEwW(wl EEWEWUOEOOWEOOPOUUWOYIT U
Really, | must declare my ignorance and innocence of thid wbp i OO1T wEUUD OI
2, UUBwWw1O0OEPOUWEDPEOZUWET UT 1l whpbPUT wUT EU
your reputation of making one-sided business deals. She was crusading to
save Grant Valley Medical from being your next victim. You need that
acquisition, and she was in your way. She was the Kkingpin of the
resistance against you. W.ithout her crusade, the rest of the Board of
#DUI EOOUUwWPOUOEWOOUT wUT T PUwWUxDOIT WEOEwWYC
2( WEEUI QawoOOll bw, UUBw1OEDPOUO? w* ExOOUwW
do know of her, she had more than a business reason to block the sale. |
hope it will come as no surprise to you that we Hindus are a target of great
persecution from the Catholic Church. Mrs. Robins was keen on following
"PUw/ Ox1 Ol UUz wOl E E wbHindl odargeik theONeddmnw U1 1 w
world. A message from her to her colleagues was leaked to me that called
us a bunch of snake, um, copulators. My condolences to her friends and
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family, but | advise you to take what she said with a grain of salt. She was
aAwOxx OUUUOPUUDPEWUEEDUUGS »
'l wWUT EUWEVUwWwDPUwWwOEaAaOQwW#/ #wUUDPOOw i OOE
especially in light of the interesting coincidences around what happened at
least twice in her home and the presence of your main squeeze. She knew
EEOUUwUT Handerous prédigdgment, and you most certainly did, too.
The D.A. is pushing DDI to release all digital conversations between you
EOQOEwWi T Uwi OUwUPOWEEaAaUwWOOwWI PUT T UwUDBPET woi u
28&00Ew OUEOw PPUT w U EUOC> w "EUOUOOwW PO
regulationsarl wUT 1 wOOUUwx UOUI EUDPYT wbOwUT I wp OUC
I DT T OawbOxUOEEEOI WEEUIl wUOwWUT 1 OwEIT I OUI w
add that it was quite a mean trick you pulled on Poppy. You summoned
her on false pretenses to try to trick her out of some sort of confession. Mr.
Kapoor is retaining me to represent her interests as well as his own, and
Ul T ZUWET T OWEEYDPUI EwOOU WU O wU K yoi dtempO wx OOF
to communicate to her without Oa wx U1 Ull gdrSohallyipess criminal
misconduct charges against you!?
EEUI UUDPOT w *ExOOUOwW ) EEOQOw EEYEOEI EQu
eventually acquire copies of those conversations from DDI, or when we
find a witness, or your sweetie pie breaks down and tells us what you were
discussing, what willwl wi DOE Y 2
?2-001 POT 6w- OVWEwWUT BDOT 62
2'EYl waOUwi YIUwl Il EVEWOTl wOT T wi PUOw' EO
' 1 EUEwWOl wbUwUOOI PT 1T UI bww* 00pPwdOUT BO
P#O0OwWwaOUwoOOOPwWEOAEOEaAawWPLT OwbOUOUWUT T UI

?- 0072
P#O0wadUwl EYT wEGawbOYI UUOI OUUwbOwWDHUY »
?2- 00672

P#O0OwaOUwi YT OwoO O O bramsShtalini is pedtinéntto this
PpOYI UUPT EUDOOY »

2(wUl EEwUT 1 WEEUTl WwEUPT f waObUwl EYIl w" EU
entity of interest. | was informed that you might be asking about my
relationship with them. And there is none, just like | have no connection to
Ul 1l wEUDPOI UwaOdUz Ul wbOYI UUPT EUPOT OWEOE wWUIT
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?2 Ul waOUwUl 0O0POT woOl wUT E0waOdUUwWOEOIT wt
EOUUOOI UwUIl EOQUEUY?2 w) EEOQOwTI EEWOOWUUET wuUl
EPEOzZ OwOOOPwWUT EUB

?2- 08 w- OBww( UwbUwdOUSB »

? Ul w@WwiUwdw

?2- 00wl YI OwbOwaOUUwWEEaAaUwOI wUEEOI UI1 UB

"EUOUOOWEUOO!I wbOd ww?3T EVzUwbOExxUOxU

) EEOQOw POUOGEwW OOUwW ETl w OUUEOOTI dw w261 00
Inappropriate, considering you were acquitted of the racketeering charge,
and you got the arson charge reduced to trespassing on a derelict
xUOx1 UUaséb-?

Slapping his D-vice down on the table with a thud, Carlson growled,
?280UWEOOz 0wl EYT wEWEEUT wel EPOUUWT POnwws
link between him and the unfortunate mishaps youz Ul w DOYI UUDT E
"OOUPEI UPOT waObOUUwYPEUDPOZUWEOEUOI OUI EwE
bring charges against him without more grounds, | can have you written
up for violating the anti-x UOT DODOT wUUEUUUI 69

) EEOwUOOO0I] Ewl PUwl al Ubetective Pitanazardidm E wO D O
District 1 to conduct the interviewd 2

23T E0zUwbOOz UwET wOl ETl UUEUaOwUT EOOwaC

2-08ww3T E0wPPOOWET WEOOBww6El whpbDOOwWOCL
timl ww' I WEEOwW! 082 ww* ExOOUWEOEW" EUOUOOW
each other about Jack and that damned corrupted mayor.

Jack remained steamed about the interview most of the rest of the
day. It took Kimi to remind him that it was best to forget about it for the
time being and concentrate on other parts of his caseload. After all, it
would only be a few days before the multiscanner results came in.
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10.

Saturday, October 3
The Shadow Turns

It was mid-afternoon. Jack plunged the thin, hollow pipe into the
ground at the base of one of the medium-sized cherry trees in his cozy
backyard. Touching the trigger button on the end, an air-propelled dose of
powdered garden winterizer jetted from the attached papercloth tank,
down a hose, through the pipe, and into the ground. This was one
Saturday where his lack of other plans and general restlessness had driven
him to do some seasonal yard work.

As he pulled the pipe up from the ground to relocate it to the other
side of the tree, Kimi called, telling him in a hurried tone that he needed to
turn on the Vortex game immediately and go to the sideline report. He
managed as best he could with his wrist D-vice to turn to the Colorado
Vortex vs. L.A. Adept football game in its second quarter. He spent no
more than a few seconds viewing the sideline report before he dropped his
gardening equipment to find the first available police vehicle to the
stadium.

The next twenty minutes was a blur in his memory, as he alternated
between conversations with Kimi and the stadium security chief, kept tabs
on the sideline report, and attempted in vain to discern the whereabouts of
Fey Robins and Kapoor. The chief of the stadium security detail, DPD Sgt.
Leanna Lomis, met him at the service entrance. She was a younger, black
uniformed officer who carried herself as if she had been on her feet all day.

- A~ . ~
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connected to what my partner and | believe to be a very high tech
homicide. At 16:35 this afternoon, my partner, who happened to be
watching the game, observed that Frainey and the other affected players
appeared to be experiencing symptoms similar to the victim of our
| OOPEPEI Gww3T 1l wUI xOUUwUx1 EPIi PEEOOawOlOI G
find out if the venerable Ms. Frainey and company are being assaulted
PPDUT WEWEI EEQawpkbl ExOOG 2
+O00PUwxU0wi T Uwl ECEWOOwW! 1 Uwi DPxdww? 37T U
EITAEUEUPOOS ww3l EUZUWEOOS »
2#1 1 a EUE U b GEYiubuu uidghaes<Oalsins out and the only
affected players are ones who had been sitting down in the shade for half
EOQuwl OUUBww' | OOOOWEOYT UwulUbuasd-~
?2 O0w( woOOOPwWPUwWPT ECwUT T wOUUUT wUOOOE WO
could sense she knew that he was about to pull rank on her if she gave him
UTT wUUOEUOUOE 8 uing trextbd farza Uredicd Go6ditiéni that
appears unrelated to the game, and Ul 1 az Ul w ETI DOT w i BYI O
magnetic therapy because it looks like dehydration. What can law
1 O OUET 01 OUWEOwWUTl EUwOI EPEEOQWEEOz Uy »
2(zO0wUUPOOwWPEPUDPOT wi OUWOAWUEEOODPOT wi
we can taOl WEWUEOx OPOT wOi wUT 1 wEUI EWEOEWEOOI
danger. Our first priority is to get those players UOWEwWUET 1 wa 601 8
paused and tapped on his wrist D-YDET wbDOxEUDI OUOad w? 4 Ol ¢
we get a good scan, we have no real way of knowing where safe zones
EUI 62
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Jack realized that he would have to make some really good guesses
UT 1T wUadxU0UO6OUY 2
2(wlil POOWUUPOWRODOWWUP wi 001 wUI EOQwEIT OE
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?2) UUOWET T DPOEwWUT 1T wEl OET 1 UG 9
21T EOPOT wi PUwli T EEwUUI uUOOaOw) EEOzUWETI E
EWEOOEI EOI EQWUEI 1T wxOEEI wUOT EUZUWEOI EVUwWOC
? éupipose the Gridiron Lounge, on the southeast side on the A level.
- OEOEaz UwWEOOOPI EwUT T Ul wi REI xUwi OUwxOEal
2&PDY] wUT 1 wPOUEwWUOwWUIT T wEOEET T UWwEOE wO
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hallucinates, or has a panic attackO WO E Ol wUT | OwEOOT wUT 1 Ul wU
P#00z 0waOVUwEEUI wEOwWEOaUT POT wUT EQwkPDO
chief said as she wagged her finger.
EUUDOT wOOwWUDPOI Ow) EEOWNOT T T EwUOwWUT 1 1
in. While Frainey and the other affected players had yet to arrive, there
were a few Vortex team executives at the bar to whom Jack had to excuse
his presence. He once again checked the public sideline status report.
Mordie Grillot had forfeited his position on unbecoming conduct until
further notice. Poppy Frainey, George Gomez, and Kenneth Mersey were
EOOwUIl xOUUI EwbOwOI EPEEOWEEUT WEUT wUOOWE wE
He barely had time to get his bearings when * D O D w E BF€yGhdE 6 w w ?
her kids are safe. They were at a park. | sent them back to the safe house
as a precaution. Also, maybe this is logical because his girlfriend is a
player, but Kapoor is at the game. He fingered in his ID at the west
?, AawOEDOwE OO0 E lisu® multddarinér.wdodidyou please
OPT T OwEwi PUT wUOET Uwl0T 1T wEUDOI wUET O1 wEOEC
x OEET wOOwT OUUI w/ OxxawEOEwWUT T wOUT T UUOWE
xOEETl UwEUT wUET 1 wbi w( wEOGOz UwOOOPwkT EUwx C
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one can get to your location. Remember what you told me once: patience
PUOzUw NUUUOWEwWYPUUUT wi dUwITITaiuvuUé? wuw.
disapproving scowl over his shoulder at Jack.
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building. | may be able to assess things better there than you can here.
CarOOw! UUUwhUwOOwlI T UwPEAawWUOwWOT Uwll wbO6 2
Jack had to break contact with Kimi as the door to the lounge opened.
Poppy and two other Vortex players in red and black jerseys entered,
accompanied by Sgt. Lomis, a trainer and a physician. Poppy and Harold
Mersey, a Kickoff Sprinter, were both in medical transport chairs. George
Gomez, a Safety, stumbled along behind them without a shirt or cleats.
The trio of players appeared generally lethargic. Poppy rocked slightly
back and forth in her chair, gently rubbing her temples. Mersey clenched a
hydration bottle and mask, but appeared almost asleep.
/] OxxawbOOl EPEUI OawuUl EOT OP4al Ew) EEOB w
asked her trainer.
' 1 ZUwWEwWx OOPEI OECS ww' I zUwWi T Ul wOOwWi 1 O
231 O0Owi POwWi T wl EVwUOOwWOl EYT ww( wedOz Uw
much strength as she could muster. The trainer shushed her and cradled
her head. Poppy continued to protest, though Jack could not hear most of
her mumbling.
To+O00PUOw) EEOWEUOI EQw?" EOQwadUwi 1l DwUc
OEOI EW2EUEUwW* ExOOUYyY »
Lomis consulted her D-Y D E1 6 w w ?d oh thdJnoetrb-tErthde, seat
MT6-l O wUT 1T wUI xOPI Edww?2+000U0woObPOl wilzUuw
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Lomis started to take inventory of available security guards and police
Ol I PET UUB ww? OE udd hoBDD EYDI ELEWE QuUudEud ®dud w U1 E
EOOUEEUwWPDUT wEQawxOEal UUOwI Uxi EP®B-OOa w/ |
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When Sgt. Lomis exited, Jack turned to the physician, whose name
was Bill Romano, questioning him about UT | wx OEal UUz wEOOEDU
happened first was that Miss Frainey fainted and hit her head on the
bench. | came right over. She just suffered a mild bump, and | gave her
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water, oxygen, and a magnet collar because usually when a player passes
OUUOwWPUzZUwWEUT wOOwWUT T wi 1 EUB 2
Uw1l1OOEOOWEOOUDPOUI EOWEWEEOOWIi UOOwW * £
AO0UZEWPEOUwWUOWOOOPWUDPT TUWEPEAO?2 wUT T wU
looking right at the rock toaU Ul UB ww (wUOUUOT EwDOwOI | wt
EIT T POPUI QawxOPOUI EwbOwUT T wEDUI EUDPOOwWOI
exact calculations. She also says that the machine could have been
repositioned and activated any time in the last twenty-four hours or so,
maybe longer. | told her to get a listing of every employee who passed
UT UOUT T wUl EUUPUAwWPOWUT 1 wOEUUwWUPOWEEAUG U
261 zYl wUl OOEEUI EwUT T wxOEal UUwbhbOw@UI U
is on the other side from the sidel® O1 wET OET T UB ww3T 1 awdOOO0u
UouyYil apOl wOI 1 OWEOEwWUT I PUWEOBEUOUG »
aOUwUl bOOwPT wUT OUOEWET wxUIl xEUI Ey 2
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Kimi terminated the call after she informed Jack that the scanning
team would be there in a few minutes, so Jack continued with his
interviews. Romano told of how Frainey, Mersey and Gomez in turn had
bouts of what was initially interpreted as heat or hydration problems, but
when their conditions worsened, he took them to a nearby shaded area to
decide what treatments to administer. When Jack inquired about
psychological symptoms, Romano looked puzzled and told him he should
confer with the individual patients.
2" T EPUW3POOWEOOT wil Ul O wl1OO0EOCOwWHUUUI
chair came to him on its own.
2+1 EYl wOl wEOOOI n»w/ OxxawxUOUI UUI Ewbb
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and Bill came to her rescue. Then, about five minutes later, Mordie Grillot
I OUwUI EOCawEODOOaT EwE OE wlWwhHEwd IDOwiur)d i Qaud
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with her, which of course he was. Then, | started getting these weird
EOUUOUWOl wiT E0wOPOTl w( wpPEUwWOOwWI PUT 6 ww(
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Mordie and | got into a shoving match and he pushed me to the ground
and yelled at me to get away from him. ( w07 POOwUT EUz Uwpki 1T Quw
"OEEIl wEPDUODPUUI Ewi DOG 2
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departed.
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with the rest of the investigation.

Barely getting back in the groove of questioning Gomez, Ted, his
digital personality, came to life and informed him that Doug McCallum,
the Commissioner of the football league, wished to speak to him
immediately. It was getting stuffy in the lounge, and Jack was edging on a
bad mood. The last thing he wanted to do was P.R. to a sports executive.
Nonetheless, he shifted gears to address the image of an aging, thick-
chinned gentleman in an expensive logo blazer. Jack had to explain once
ET EPOwbPi EUwPEU Wl ODOT wOOOwWT OxHOT wUT ECwIT |

Upon hearing that several players had been questioned and one fan
PEUwOPUUDOT OwUT T w" 600PUUDPOOT UwHOUI UUU
stadium might be yours, cop, but the fans and players belong to us. Their
UET T UawbhbUwdawUl UxOOUDPEDOD Uanbdtheiggést) z UT w |
publicity kick in the balls your police department has had in a long time!
(zYl WEOUI EEAawUxO0I OwbkPhPUT wadbluUwUUxI UDPOL
EEEOQwWOl whi w( wOUET Ul EWEwWlI UOOWUUEEBDUOWI Y
serious about whatyouz Ul wE OB OT n, 2
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measure. If | had reason to believe that there was any reason to do so, |
would call in the evacuation order thirty seconds before you couldd ?
One of the executives dashed across the room to Jack, fumbling to get
in on the conversation on his own D-vice. ? 3T E0whUwOOUwl Exx1 O
(zOwUBTT Owl T Ul wi T EUDPOT wi YT UaUT bOT OwEOEU
, E"EOOUO7zZUwWYOPEI WEUEEOI EWEUWI T wOUUOUI
private P D UT wUT 1T w5 OU UiinBtes,icdpd £ 6 ww? 31 Owo
Jack had played hardball with powerful businesspeople before. He
imagined 4-to-1 odds that McCallum had twisted the truth when he said
that Miller would back him; yet, there were butteri OBl UwbHOw) EEOz U
All the executives departed, so Jack called Kimi to help ease his mind.
?( wi 1 EUE Onediate® @& aned, having been a silent remote
UxlT EUEUOUwWDOwUT | wEDPT PUEOWEOOYI UUEUDOOS
EUUDYDOT wbOwUT I wxEUOPOT wOOUBww3l i azoduw
AaO0OUwWwOOOOWEEEG?
?(zZ OuwwOuE(@Uz Uw N U U S0WU i B Gubsdgl U il TweEEGEauw
patience with everyone | have to corral to make this work. | should have
OEET waOUwl Owi T Ul wbOUUI EEwWOi wdl 8~ w
?2- 0wl EOOUO? w*DPODPwUI xOPI EQOwWEI UEOODPO
world good enough to make me want to go near that death column again.
If it makes you feel any better, things are pretty slow here. Carol is
running a trace on the rock toaster and we should know in a few minutes
I REEUOGawbT 1 Ul wbUz UwEDOI EB ?
Jack complimented his partner on her work, and then resumed his
cOOYI UUEUPOOwWwPHUT w&OOl 4a6ww?261 ECDWEEOUUOU
experience any weird sensations, or feelings,ori EOOUEDOEUDOOUY »
Gomez hesitated, sitting down at the booth next to Jack. He said,
2(7ZOwOPOEEwWI OEEUUEUUI EwEE OU tnebody svasOw E U U
watching me, and | kept seeing someone out of the corner of my eye, but
whenever | turned to look at him, he disappeared. Every time | saw him,
he was closer and closer to me. And then, somebody was saying to me,
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and | need to get him and Poppy, and preferably George, to a hospital right
EPEAdww( UwPUWUEI T wOOwWEOwWUT EUY 2
?. 1 WEOGUUUI O2 w) E E buuliegiiniad t& dridt b Bit) dd) | OUT
EIl EPEl EWUOWET T EOwUxwOOwUT |1 wUEEOODOT wUl
T Uauy-~
EEOUUOwWOOwWOOOO0wablwUxdwwbl zUT wEUOUwWUT T wUl L
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PDxDOT WEOOUI 1 UwUUPEOOI wOil wxl UUxDUEUDOOL
team sidelines and scan everything from the white line to the benches clear
POUOwWUT T wOOEOI UwUuOOO08 ww( zOOwll 1 UwUx wkpbC
?1DIHBauE? w2bPPUU&wWUI xOPI EBS
? OEwxOl EUIl woOl Il xwWwEwWOOPwWwxUOI DOl OWwEOE u
popped a gremlin. He decided to wait a minute before heading down to
the field level to coordinate the scan. He needed more courage to face the
roaring crowd than he currently had. The gremlin might make him more
confident, or at least less concerned. He passed the time by gazing out the
lounge window into the hazy skyline, waiting for the mood-enhancing pill
to kick in.
2T U w+O00PUZWYOPET whBUU V& WwV6 IEuwll 0 wiOD
?2' 00y »
8000wl UAOW2EVUEUW*ExOOUBww6!l wi OUOEwW
Ul T wl RPUOWNUUUWEUWUT T wl EQT whEUwWT 1 UUDOT L
OOPpwbOwx OOPEI WwEUUUOEaAd?» ww) EEOQwWExxOEUEI
pick-me-up from the news. Jack decided to take a seat for one more minute
to stave off the lingering fatigue.
A commotion coming from the other side of the main door gave him
a slight start. The brass door handle jiggled suddenly. The door flew open,
revealing a huge, African-American man in a VVortex jersey. Being a sports
fan, Jack recognized him instantly as Mordecai Grillot, starting Line Backer.
Grillot stood firmly. His narrow eyes could have been ablaze with the fires
of hell as he made visual contact with Jack.
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Appearing just as surprised to see Jack as Jack was to see him, Grillot
Ux OO1 6 ww ?tBelothdd playéisy w6 T | Ul wEDEwa OUwWUEOIT wl
2311 azUl wi OPOT wOOWUT T wi OUxPUEOS ww3T 1
2(wphpbOO0z 0wl Uwa Ol wobpDDiwll wiEBE QuzWbEOWE Q
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Jack rose to meet the muscular athlete, who was issuing profanity.
22T 1T z0wOUUOwOI wE BAlotlexpodad IOH Wua WHT6T, Wuwi DU U wH
neck, sending him to one knee in howling pain. Jack reached for his
firearm, but Grillot, who still had the element of surprise, hammered his
right arm and face before he could firmly grasp the weapon. Too weak to
give it his all, Jack could only stumble against the wall, blood trickling from
his nose down his cheek.
Jack figured that this hulk was in a state of violent paranoia, similar
to what Del Robins had experienced when he attacked his brother-in-law.
He was likely just as sick as his teammates, perhaps more.
a series of alternating left and right jabs, voicing profanity-laced threats all
the while. Jack fought to secure his weapon in his right hand, but the
EOOEPUDPOOI Ewi OOUEEOOwW xOEal Uw T UEEEI Ew U
relentlessly. PainsurgeE wbD Owi OUUwOUwi PYT wxOEE]I UwbOw
8O0UzUI wi 6POT weEl U1l UwUT T whpUOOT wi VUan?» ww&U
speak into hiswristD-Y DET Owl I wUT OUU0UI EOQw?. i | PEI UwEE
Given the involuntary mental state of his attacker, Jack decided to
forego lethal force and use both hands to defend himself. Receiving
abdominal blows, he wriggled his wrist out of the hold. Tripping Grillot
up with his leg just enough so when he thrust all his weight on his foe,
Grillot fell to the floor.
Jack was not going to engage this rage-induced man any more than
he had to. Using his momentary advantage, he crawled toward the open
doorway. Grillot was on his heels, tackling him flat with all the force of a
two-time All League Bowl defenseman. Facing utter physical and mental
exhaustion, he curled against the wall.
2&DYI wiTUWEEEOR? w&UPOOOUwWEI OEDEI EOu
neck.
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Hurried footsteps rounded the corner. Two armed police officers
appeared, immediately ordering Grillot to cease. When he refused to
comply, the cuffs went on before Jack could say a word. Assuring that Jack
PEUwOUUwWOI wtherubiformeduoffieess administered an electronic
tranquilizer to the wild Vortex player and dragged him away. Jack found a
bUI EUT wOOwWUT OUU0wUOwWUi 1 O0w?/ Ol EUTl wil 0wl b
Ul YT Ul wubOUI UOEOwT | EEWUUEUOES?» ww. Ol woi u
Iinstructing Jack to stay put until medical help arrived.

Plugging his gushing nose and cradling his right arm and shoulder,
Jack plopped himself in the middle of the floor, mentally debating with
himself about the prospect of rising to his feet. Every bone and muscle
seemed to ache and throb. The stuffy heat felt much worse in the corridor
and his sinuses were stopped up.

?) EEOPI y2w*POPzUwi EOPOPE UUWHBDIDEW w E E OF
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going to end up knocked out in a dumpster. By the way, do you want to
O0O0pPwhbT E0w( wi OUCEWOUUWEEOUUWUT T wUubEOWUC
T 1 OUTl wEOUI OxUDPOT wUOWEEOOOPOI ETIT w* B
eyes and took a deep breath. As he opened his eyes, the room seemed to be
enveloped in an eerie shadowy darkness. Jack could barely see a meter in
front of him. The industrial lights above him were shining as brightly as
I YI UOWEUUwWUOBOI T O breashlife wallsan fiobrl TheyunkightE Oz U w
as well have been stars shining in deep space with no satellites to catch
their beams.
Jack blinked. No change.
*pPOPow? (wi T EUEWUT E0wadUwl O0w* ExOOU WD
A faint green glow from around the coUOIT Uw EEUT T Uw ) EEC(
Watching the unusual light flicker slightly, he knew that something had
just gone terribly wrong. Had Kapoor activated some kind of chemical
incendiary device before his capture?
?) EEOOwWEUl wabUwOOEay ww( wEEOwWUI T wa bUluw
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Suddenly, the floor trembled for a second in the vicinity of the green
light. Then it trembled again. And again. And again. Each time, the
source of the tremors seemed to be drawing closer. Footfalls, heavy and
deliberate. One more tremor rumbled as a large figure stepped around the
corner. Wearing a leather and chain mail tunic, it was almost as tall as the
four-meter-high ceiling. In its muscular right hand was a huge bladed
scepter on top of which was a brilliantly burning green flame. On its head
was an oversized helmet made of gold, featuring jeweled horns and an
elongated snout with a shimmering ring through the nose. The creature
glared at Jack through eyeholes glowing green, taking one or two steps
closer to the battered detective.

Fear gripped Jack at the sight of this figure. His heart began to beat
furiously until it felt like he was out of breath. There was no mistaking
what was happening. The menacing creature was completely familiar to
him.

Mister Bull King.
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11.

A Few Seconds Later
The Shadow and the Spider

Kimi stood near a window on the 38t floor near the Conifer lab after
placing Ul UUOUUwW Of wUT T wUOEOwWUOEUUI UzUwUUE
display. She held a portable D-vice on which was the image of her partner
on the floor in the stadium, holding his bloody nose, crouching in a
defensive posture.
261 EUz UwpbP UOOT HRad.) J&cE Begmeduidoe toaufécused on
PTEUI YT Uwl I whEUwWOOOOPOT WEUwWUOwWUIT xO0ad ww
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As usual, Jack was trying to be the macho cop, shunning assistance.
His behavior, however, was more than a little peculiar. Kimi could see
) EEOzUwi EEIl wEOCEwW Ux x1 ¥ EIOE @ wradnildod@® U w b U!
expression betrayed the tempest in his soul. Even as he rose to his feet,
however, there was no indication of what was happening in front of him
that could be causing his unrest. There were no noises except for the
distant stadium crowd.
2800wl 0UOwWUT EUwUOPUWEUOUBEWUD ouOwdOOP
O000POT wWEUYy? ww) EEOwUUUST Ewl PUWET YPET w!
front of him. There was just an empty cement hallway, wide and brightly
lit.
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behavior, but this was odd, even for him. She watched the video as Jack
UUDxx1 EWEOPOwWUT | wi EOCOPEaAawWHPOUOwWPT EQwOUU
He slammed the door behind him.
2( OwOEalwil Govyd eEO UD OT wEUwUT 1 wEl OET 1 UG E
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Jack continued across the room, slipping out another door into an
office space. Kimi heard someone ask Jack to identify himself, followed by
) EEOz UWEDOVYEUBYOOBE¥F hwwé&l OwOUUnwwl UOwI
through another door and plopped himself in a chair.
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Not only did Kimi feel helpless to assist her partner from her remote
location, but she began to feel physical pain along with her partner and
friend. Then, she considered what he had said. The rock toaster was not
remotely repositionable. How was it possible that someone could have
moved it? She had been in front of it most of the time since her arrival.
She and Carol Burr.
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Come to think of it, Burr had been present when Jack had told her he
was relocating the sick players to the lounge. Burr had been at its controls
when she extracted the trajectory data. Was it possible that Carol Burr was
the missing link in the investigation?

Kimi approached Burr as she stood in the Conifer lab. Sternly, she
UEPEOwW?, O w! ODQIOwPOw! EYT wUOOWEUOwadblwUob
Ol 62

261 obP1 ay-

P(wl EYI wEwWI 1 pPwOUT T UwgUT UUPOOUwW( z EwOD
Ui 0UbpOT 62

Burr bolted toward the exit where Kimi was standing, closing the
distance between herself and Kimi too quickly for Kimi to react further.

Kimi drew her weapon, but Burr was prepared. The
HalmanAbramsSatalini employee snatched the weapon out of her hands
and continued out into the hall.

P2UEaAwWEEEONR?2 w! UUUwWUT OUUT EWEUWUT 1T wxOb
still running.

Calling to the voice recognition D-vice in her gun, Kimi said,

UOUOT Ewl UT T OBww?( UzUwWEI EEUDPYEUI EwOOP S wu

Burr dashed into a waiting elevator, disabled weapon still in hand.

Clearly, she had a contingency plan in mind. Kimi called for backup to

EOYI UWEOOwWUT 1 wEUPOEDPOT zUwl RDPUUWEUWUT T wl
out into the atrium. Therewas nosignofherUUUx1 EUd ww? OaEOEa
The security guard in the basement responded in the negative, as did Jun

, EQOUUOOUOOW* BODz Uwiho Wairdd Byiie imEinueitcheey. | U w

2T T woOPT T OwlT EYTI wil OU0T OwoOi i wOOwWEOBOUI
commented on hisD-vDET  ww? 6 EPUS ww3T 1T Ul wUT T wbUB u
able to view the video from a rooftop camera, showing Burr rushing
around randomly, probably trying to locate the emergency chute.

Another elevator ride later, Kimi and Matsumoto were on the roof.

As soon as Carol saw them, she darted directly for the northwest lip. Kimi
fudal wbOwl 1T UwNGE BOU Quy V@O0 w0 Owl On, -
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the safety fence, peering down over the edge. Her small D-vice alerted her
of her precarious position. Matsumoto drew his weapon and started
jogging toward her. Kimi told him to hold his position and not fire.

?2 Ul wabUwbOOEay? w* DPOPWEUOI Ew"'secdh®OOwb i
run from her. She reasoned that Carol might be having rock toaster-
DOEUEI EwxEUEOOPEB ww?- OEOEawli 1 Ul wbUwi ObC
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P#O0waldOUwll 1 wEOAEOEawUxwli T Ul wEUOwWOIT wE
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2/ Ol EUI wl OQwsgikEa O? w" EUOOW

*pOPwUIlI Ol OET Ul EwUl EQw" EUOOwWT EEWUOUET
before she had a chance to scan for traces. Perhaps she had been
attempting to cover her tracks from an earlier time. She asked bluntly,
?"EUOOOWEPEWaAaOUwxOPOUWDWUWEEBEPOOUDEBAY 6

? & Ow E b E ®dlOrepaated: $8ooting down the edge of the fence,
searching for some way to escape.

[ Ol Uwl EYDOT wi Rx1T UDPI OET EwUOT T wi T 11 ECQU
well as her years of dealing with the alcohol- and drug- impaired, Kimi
El EPEl EwUT EVw" EUOOZUWEEUDPOOUWEOEwWPOUEUuU
to be under the influence of an invisible beam. Moving a few steps closer
UOwli 1l UwUUUxT EUOwWUT T wET EQEUI EQw?8O0U0wPI U]
somebody. Why did you do it??

"EUOOWEODPOETI EwUOWUT T wOOx woOil wOT T wil OE

Realizing what was happening, Kimi called for a jumper rescue.

Fighting an intense urge to stop being a cop and talk this woman down,
*PDOPWEUOI EQw?#PEwadlw OUw E bterGar Boppy OU w x (
aOUwWwEOOZzUB

The distraught mining tech peered down the ledge at the atrium roof
fifty-l DT T Owi OOOUUWET Ol EUT wi T UBww?/ Ol EUI Ow
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and get down here now!
Kimi could hear the status updates of what was happening on the
T UOUOEBww/ OOPET wEOEwWUI EVUUPUAWT EEwxUOOI
which was a huge, fireproof, stretchable pouch meant to assist in rescuing
fire victims and suicidals from tall structures. Its massive array of small
feet, covered with orange adhesive goo, could cling to any smooth metal or
glass surface and move up heights far in excess of any ground-based
ladder. The slime spider was beginning its ascent directly beneath Carol.
2(WEEOzUn?>w" EUOOWEUDI E silwatedwroughtl | U1 U
iron fence.
261 EOWEPEW* ExOOUwWwUEawi T zEWEOYy 2> w* POD
T EYl wi POWPOWEUUUOEaAawWUDT T OwOOPSww' T WEEO?
EOOI wEOGEwWT 1 UwadUd?2 ww* DPOPWETI OPEEUI Oa wbOE
Still gripping the fence, Carol hoisted her outside leg around her
body. This caused her to lose her center of gravity, and her body began to
slip over the outer side of the fence. In the process, she somehow let go.
Though Kimi ran as fast as she could to the fence, she was not fast enough
to rescue Carol or stop her from her striking her head on the corner of the
solid steel edge of the building on her way down, down, down.
The bars were too close together on the fence for Kimi to poke her
I TEEwWUT UOUTT OWEUUWUT EQEXEWEWLWWT Ew@e®iubBl
UT T wUxPEI UzUwxOUET wWEOEWPUWEOOUI EWEUUOO
Venus flytrap.
Matsumoto approached Kimid ww? 21 I wEUOx x| EwUl DPUwOY
as he handed Kimi her weapon, still deactivated. Both officers rushed to
the elevator. Kimi barely had time to check on Jack, who was being taken
to an ambulance.
At the base of the building, the spider was already on the ground. As
the sack opened, Kimi cautiously readied her weapon; regardless of her
condition, Carol Burr was still under arrest. However, even in the three
minutes before emergency medical workers arrived, Kimi discerned easily
that no arrest would be necessary. Even though the spider had caught
Carol, it had obviously been too far beneath her to break her momentum.
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trauma than head injury.

611 OwUi |l WEUOPEWEDPUxXx1 UUI EWEOEWUT T awlL
Kimi dismissed Matsumoto. She preferred to take public transportation to
the hospital to meet Jack. She needed some time alone on the motor
carriage to reflect and shed a few tears before she had to be the tough cop
and supportive best friend.
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12.

Monday, October 12
Grabbing the Shadow

Seven people sat in imitation leather chairs scattered casually around

a cozy room featuring a rock garden, several hand-woven rugs, and a
gigantic digital display on one wall configured to depict a lush rain forest.
The greet room within Grant Valley Medical Designs was meant to convey
the comfort and friendliness of a luxurious family cabin. Vince Patrice,
President of the Board, desired this for all his guests, but friendliness was
especially important for the guest currently entering the room from the
more businesslike lobby. Sarat Kapoor issued greetings to the seven board
members present before he took a seat next to Patrice.

261 zUI wEl OPT T Ul EwUOwWT EYIl waOUWEOOT wi I
261 wOOOPwWHUzZUwi PTT OQawUOUUUE GunipésarE OO x Ol
UT 1T Ul uEEAUOQWEUUwW( wPEUWEEOI wUOwWEUUI OEOI u

2" 1 UUEPOOaAaOw( wUOET UUUEOQGEO? w* ExOOUwWUI
scanned the room partially to take in its décor, but also to make eye contact
with each party. He noticed one person he did not recognize from his
previous interactions with Grant Valley: a boisterous-looking middle-aged
fellow sporting a large moustache. This man nodded in return.

2( Z Ewa®Bau UOw O1 1 Uw ) E Gricd) motioded thtl ¢ O2 w /
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and her husband died in their home a few weeks agoo ?
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sale. With her, our vote was 3-4 against our desperately needed sale to
you. With James Frostie in our corner, our votewas 4+ wb Owi EYOUGB 2
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The group spent a few more minutes exchanging pleasantries and
breaking the ice before it was time for business. Speaking to the group,
*ExOOUWUEPEOW?&UEOUWS5EOOI awbPUwWUUET wEwWU
to make the same things happen in my business as you have done here. It
would be my pleasure to take you all under my wings. | trust you have a
EOEUOI OUwi OUwObI y =2
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A digital persOOE OB U a w O O wviceE infQrddd zhiinuthat the
contract was exactly identical to the one he had been allowed to review
over the past week. He, in turn, transferred his side of the contract over to
the board members for their final review.

? Ul wUOT indiionsufer@st-ODOUUT wEDUEUUUDOOY 2 w/ E
board. After a round of nays, he directed them to validate the contract,
which they all did by placing their fingers on theirD-Y DET Uz wi DOT 1 Uwl
There was no need for more, as each member had thoroughly reviewed the
contract beforehand.

Kapoor validated his side of the contract with a ceremonial wave of
his wrist before the final finger ID. After three more minutes of third-party
legal validation via D-vice, a congratulatory letter was sent to each of the
xEUUPEDPXxEOUUWEOEwWUT I wUEOT wOi w&UEOU w5 EOC
master company was complete.

As Kapoor was commending the board members on their inclusion
into his family, the man with the moustache rose, standing in front of the
MEPOWEOOUGww' | WUEPEwWUOwW* ExOOUOwW?3T DPUwbd
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The back door opened. Kapoor clutched the sides of his chair in
complete shock as Jack Tate and Fey Robins entered.
*ExOOUWUEPEwWUOwW/ EUUPET Ow?80UwWUOOEwWO
nothing.
[ Ol UWEWQUPEOwWI RETEOT 1T woOl wi 6pOxUI Uw
Kapoor, you are under arrest for the murder of Rundel Robins, conspiracy
to commit murder against Law Officer Kimi Arimuro, conspiracy to
commit murder against Fey Robins, conspiracy to commit murder against
OUIl OOAWEEUAEQWEOOUXxPUEEAaWUOWEOOODPUWOUL
Donovan and Lucia, blackmail leading to the commission of a felony
against Carol Burr, and two counts of the deployment of a device of
Ul UUOUPUOG ww3 T 1 wil EUwbPOOwWxUOEEEOQawWEEEU
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not so coincidentally happened that | met your girlfriend in the emergency
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accessory, and she confirmed that on both occasions in question, she
Ex x| EUI EwE U uolsk onwdubuerasd Thatwizas the vital link we
neededUOwx UOUT EVUUI waousd -
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Kapoor protested.
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one who would look afterherown® O U1 UT U0UwbOUUT EEwOi waod
After quickly glancing around the room, Kapoor shot up from his
chair, bolting for the main door. To his surprise, the man he knew as Mr.
Frostie clotheslined him across the neck, clutched his upper body, and
threw him to the ground without mercy. Jack hurried to the commotion,
rolling Kapoor around to apply handcuffs behind his back. To Mr. Frostie,
) EEOWUEDPEOW?31 EOOQwaOUOQuw#1 Ul EUDYIT w#l OEOQE
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was fun, but when you asked me to do a few minutes of undercover work,

(wOT OUT T OwabUwlOl EOUWEOwWUOOT wbhOUOWUOBET Uu

220wUT T wbhpT 001 wOT DOT whEUwIi Eulleg hinu* Ex OO
UOOwl PUwi T T U08ww?3T 1 wUEOI y 2

231 1 WUEOI wbhEUwx O1 O Wt rdunl atr@3s)theuwrddm,a w E O U
2" T EOT POT wOawyYOUT wOOwal UwPEUWEWUOE OO w x
a0lUwUUPOsww! UUPOT UUwPPOOWT OwOOwkrHUT OU
saving lives with our products while you crawl around in your concrete
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police vehicle. Kimi was there, waiting for them, having monitored the
whole affair. She told the driver to return to the district station without her
because she would be spending the rest of the day with Jack and Art on
some well deserved time off.
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the sidewalk toward the motor carriage stop that would take them to the
restaurant.
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having since | got hit with the rock toaster. Other than that, I feel fine and
my brain scans are normal. The big question is how & O UrgdoMering. You
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deeper into her digital records. From what | can piece together, Kapoor
| OUCEWOUUDWEEOUUWUT 1 wUOEOWUOEUUT UWwEOGE wH
He had to find someone at HalmanAbramsSatalini whom he could
manipulate into aiding him. He did some digging and found that Burr was
involved in some sex slave trafficking some years ago, so Kapoor
EOEEOOCEDPOI Ewll UwbOUOWEDPODPOT wUT T WET YPEI u
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that he told her to spy on Fey Robins because she was a rival who was
partnering with organized crime to take him down. She claims she never
OO0l bw* ExOOUwi EEWEQCaAaWOEOPEDPOUUWDLOUI OUG 2
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talk to you about your experiences when you were under the spell of the
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journey to the other sidey ?
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The three detectives stood on the street corner for anther few minutes
waiting for their motor carriage to arrive. A young man in a business suit
started to cross the street at the pedestrian zone. Suddenly, the motor
carriage arrived down the next cross street. As it turned the corner, it came
within half a meter of striking the young man. The driver immediately
stopped and the young man began shouting at him.
?2' OOEwWwOO0? w) EEQOWUEPEOwWxOxxDOT woOYI Uuw
carriage continue to the stop.
? # OUDErWeritesEUD YT wODOI wrgimeanFuymeduUT T wa O
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Bart. Bart Wolfield. Thanks for checking on the situation for me. | owe
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pals. Before he reached the motor carriage, now waiting quite cordially for
him, the sound of thundering footsteps and an eerie green glow from
behind startled him. Spinning around, he saw, only for a fraction of a
second, his menacing, bull-faced adversary standing next to Mr. Wolfield,
as if it was waiting for Wolfield to give it the command to attack.
Jack shook off the vision, knowing that it was only the influence of
the shadow. His medication would soon heal him of the delusions that
could only interfere with his destiny.
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